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Children are
fascinated by
small objects’

I remember visiting Grandma’s place, In the hall
closet she kept/a special container, an old and dent-
ed potato chip can, the kind with a lid on top and
wire handles on the sides.

Grandma had it filled with “stuff,” things that
others tossed out. It held thread spools, mismatched
wooden building blocks, marbles, a toy car or two,
some tiny metal cups and saucers from some long
forgotten tea set.

She also threw in parts.of a chess set, a few
pawns, a couple of knights, a
king, but no board. There was
00 board for the checkers ei-
ther, and any way, none of
them matched.

SHE ALSO included a
small coffee pot, lid and its
thick glasses. Then there were
assorted game pieces -and

Pat

other treasured parts from
- * overused toys and games.
Bordman " can was dragged out

at every visit to Grandma's.
Curiously, I don’t remember any presents she
bought me through the years, though I'm certain
there were many. But that can stands out in my

mind.

Grandma didn't know much about child psychelo-
gy. She never studied behavior and personality in
school.

Child growth and development were words for-
eign to her vocabulary. But Grandma sure knew
lots about kids. L

Grandma knew that children like to explore. She
knew that fancy, elaborate store toys had their
place, but they did not satisfy all the needs that
children have.

SHE KNEW that young children were fascinated
by collections of small objects and that they like to
put things into and out of each other.

Grandma sensed that little ones were interested
in visual detail and liked to look at and finger
things with grooves and designs.

She figured that all the throwing, dropping,
mouthing, chewing and banging that kids do with
things was just their way of becorning familiar with
a strange world and that a child needed lots of time
and opportunity to do those things.

That old chip can was Grandma’s greatest gift to
us, though she never let us take it home. That can
represented her understanding of ‘our needs, her .
‘permission to do what we needed to do, to grow and
learn. It was her approval of us even when we-act-
ed poorly.

GRANDMA DIED five years ago. The potato
chip can that bad been in ber hall closet is now kept
in my mother’s hall closet. And, Grandma's great-
grandchild are now finding delight in the very same
stuff Grandma had preserved for us.

You don’t have to be a grandmother to give a gift
like that can, and a speical holiday or occasion isn't
needed to pass on the accepting feelings Grandma
held for us. .

Wife abuse is
Tuesday topic

Hedy Muriel, director of Interin House, the
'YWCA shelter for battered women, will moderate a
program on wife abuse at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the
Northwest Branch YWCA, 25940 Grand River, Red-
ford Township.

Ms. Muriel will offer information regarding shel-
ter service and relate the needs of women and chil-
dren who use these services. h

Other speakers will be Officer Raymond Du Jar-
din of the community relations division of Central
Crime Prevention of the Detroit Police Depart-
ment, and Leslie Zellman of Threshold. She is a
social workers who counsels wife abusers.
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He gets down to basics

Dear Mrs. Green: .
I am a freshman in college attending a small
university. I subscribe to your newspaper so that I
may keep in touch with my bome town.
’

After reading your article, I would very interest-
ed in hearing your thoughts on my handwritting. In-.
particular, I was carious if you are also familiar
with anralyzing shorthand, far I use this method of
writing most often. Thank you for taking the time.

. 8.5, Birmingham

First, let me say that I am sorry I cannot analyze
shorthand and to my knowledge there has been no
research on it. However, I can appreciate why you
find it s0 ial. You are a jentious young
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tion and reserve. You tend to keep a little

man who is time oriented. You do not waste time on
the extraneous, but like to get right down to basics.
Neither do you'vare to engage in a lot of small talk.
Most often, the direct approach is natural for you.

Your mind is both curious and analytical, and
your reasoning is done in a 1dgical manner. You are
a visual learner with a retentive memory. Pointed

. tops at.the top and bottom.of most m's and n's,

connected letters, and careful punctuation suggest
this.

Vitality is readily available to you for pursuing
your interests. Your emotions run deep, and the
memory of experiences, both happy and sad, re-
main with you for long periods. To forgive and for-
get does not come easily for you. .
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‘Newcomer?

" R ovs pleasur to weicome you 1o the Ba-
mingham Bloomfeld, Troy, West Bloomfeld

And. all newcomers are sent a compkmentary
ntroducton 1o the hometown newspaper, the
Ecoentric.

626-8753

s tho number 19 phone 1o request a welcom-
*ing call.. this is a communty activity end
thera is no .

REMEMBER... thers sn't any “wagon™ in our
rame.

SERVING SINCE 1830

\CYbuf Welcome Service

distance between yourself and the other person.
How close the relationship will be is usually deter-
mined by you.

You are quite selective of your close friend.
Those who share similar interests would probably
by your choice. This is shown by your spacing and
narrow lower loop formations.

Though often serious, you do have the desire for ~

laughter and can see the lighter side of life.

If you have a question about your handwrit-
ing, write to Lorene Collett Green, a certified
g ist, in care.of this . Please
use a full sheet of'up!ined white paper and
write in the first person sungular. Be sure to
sign your name. Age and handedness are also
helpful.

THE BLIND ITEM

25611 Coolidge, Oak Park
542-5425

Warm Window
Saves Energy...

Iy!

Beautifu
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Warm Window insulated Shades can reduce win-

dow heat loss by 83%. R-Value, R-7.69 Choose
from our wide selection of verticals and hosizon-

als UP TO 50% OFF
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
. 25% Off Designer Wallpapers

15% Off Decorator Fabrics
Plus tncoming Freight )
1-800-482-1831 for outside Qakland County
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consumer mailbag

One of my New Year's resolutions is
10 go on a diet. Are the diet pills adver-
tized on TV safe? Do they make you
lose weight?

ML, Birmingham

You're not alone in this resolution.
Some 20 million people go on diets eve-
ry year, and I would venture a guess
that at least half of them start on New
Years Day.

Non-prescription diet products have
been on the market for many years.
Some are taken off the shelves because
they are found unsafe. If any of them
really worked, that is if all of the
overweight people that took them lost
weight and kept it off, they all would -
have disappeared from the shelves long

ago. /
. Diet aids do not make you lose

weight. In some instances, they do
work to inhibit or supress your appe-
tite, but weight loss comes only in you

-cern's  cookbooks,

reduce your intake of calories.

‘Although these products are aSsumed
safe, no written information is yet
available from the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. Diane Place, consumer
information officer with the Detroit
office of the FDA, advises that all over-
the-counter preparations be taken cau-
tiously, according to label -directions -
and never for extended periods of time
without consulting a physician. And re-
member that as individuals we all re-
act differently and that side effects can
very in degree depending on your own
physiology.

Get a head start in 1982 with Con-
, “This Can't be
Healthy, I Like It” and “T am Not a
Vegetarian.” Although these are not

diet cookbooks, they offer you alterna-
tives to usual eating patterns. For each
copy, ‘send $5.17 to Concern Inc., 1
Northfield Plaza, Troy 48098,
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"You can now
quit smoking

in

2 days.

No butts
about it!

AHF

It doesn't matter how many previous
attempts you've made at quitting; this
time you will stop for good. Through the
American Health Foundation's STOP
SMOKING SYSTEM your desire for ni-
cotine will be neutralized...caimly, com-
fortably and quickly. The method is
based on the most advanced scientific
research and has proved to be success-
ful even with the most hardcore
. smokers.

Location

41935 W. 12 Mile
(nextto Twalve Oaks Mall)

0§-Stop Smoking System

FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETINGS
Woodland Medical Center - Novi

Because of it's high success rate, the
STOP SMOKING SYSTEM is part of a
U.S. government heart attack preven-
tion program. It has also been featured
on many Television shows including
“Good Moming America” and a 5 part
channel 4 series entitléd *1 quit.”

So come to a free introductory meeting.
Zou have nothing to lose, but your
abit!

. Date and Time
(come to either)

Mon,, Jan, 18 or Tues,, Jan. 19
730 P.M.

Botsford General Hospital
28050 Grand River b
Farmington Hills (near 8 Mile)

Hon, Jan. 18 or Tues,, Jan, 18
7. 5

Providence Hospital Physicians Medical Bldg.
22250 Providence Dr. - Southfield ~
8th Floor Conference Room

The Stop Smoking System is being offered through theso i i il
T Stop Smoking Syatem s baing roug] communily locations at a specially

Mon., Feb. 1 or Tues., Feb. 2

of® AMERICAN HEALTH FOUNDATION St Wich 45075 (333) 355.3066
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Buttered toast

Our famous coffee
No substitution. ’

Two farm-fresh eggs; any style
Crispy hash brown potatoes
Two strips of smoked bacon

L ®
. Quality Foed Since 1938

Come to the Big Boy for breakfast.

We'll egg you on...

All for

$199

Served Monday thry. Friday until 11am.
Offer ends 2/28/82

brings you distinctive styling.

JANUARY FUR SALE

- Mannfacturing Makes the
wo Cro w3 o0%

Pale coyote coat, full length, fully let out, from the Gervais
Collection, as seen on Channel 9, 11 o'clock news.

Many of our creations are designed personally by -Mr.
Gervais. Other patterns have been purchased in Europe by
world famous designers. The combination of the two

Big

[ Canadian Lynx Coats
C diam Lynx Jackets.

collection of fitch.

Canadian Mink Coats, fully let out

Huge selection of Badger coats & jackets at incredible
savings. Included in this sale is Mr. Gervais’ magnificent

Designer

762 Ouellette Avenue
1-519-2563-2111
in Windsor

* DUTY & SALES TAX REFUNDED. RATE PRESENTLY 17%
DAILY BANK RATES APPLIES

estabt 1935

.
ey ads iurs

One of Canada’s largest collection in Mink Coats.
Specialists at Restyling Mink.

for 46 Years

2 blocks from tunnel exit
New Store Hours: Dally 9-
Fridays included




