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Sometimes paradise can turn

1 recently came across a remarkably
whimsical anecdote based on the fanta-
sy of a contemporary-religious leader.

e dreamt that, as a consequence of its
raging fires and unquenchable flames,
hell burned down and was utterly con-
sumed. - .

* The Celestial Council met n urgent
session to decide on a course of action.
There was, of .course, the logical sug-
gestion that another hell be built to re-
place the destroyed one. But one of the
angels disagreed. ‘He argued: “As long
as there was an eternal inferno, it has
to be. Now that it is no more, it is not
right to build 2 new one.”

“But,” said Satan, “we must have a
hell for those who deserve it. We will
undermine the principles of justice’ if
we do not provide punishment for the
wicked.” .

- Both protagonists found some sup-
port within the council, and the argu-
ments on both sides were protracted
and intense. Neither side would yield,
and an impasse was reached in the de-
liberations.

Finally, one of the wisest in the
group proposed a compromise solution.
Its cogency was immediately recog-
nized. He pointed out another related

problem. Paradise is decrepit and in

moral '
perspectives |
Rabbi Irwin
Groner

bad need of repair. During the millenia,
the maintenance department had not
adequately tended its work. A commit-
tee had already begun plans for a mod-
ernized facility. Therefore, in the inter-
im, let the old 'paradise become the
fiew hell.

This suggestions. immediately was
accepted by a unanimous vote since no
one objected to the building of a new
paradise. Heaven had found the answer
to i*s own vexing problem. .

This fable graphically teaches an im-
portant and far-reaching truth, There
are movements and causes men consid-
ered as a veritable paradise, and for
which they labored and sacrificed. But,
as time passed, their Heaven began to
deteriorate and disintegrate until it

was assigned to the degmded’stams of

hell. Events of recent decades have
demonstrated beyond doubt that many
a “paradise” which was to be achieved
with the fulfillment of the program of
an ideclogical group or movement

turned to Dante's Inferno. Men were

promised a world of justice, security

,and peace once the victories had been

won, the power transferred, and the

‘gains consolidated. But the promises

turned to’ ashes, and the anucipated
Heaven became a place of torment.
Some 60 years ago, ( em-

into hell

everywhere a hope ll;at paradise on
earth had been found. Once the greed
for wealth which led to the suppression

* of human rights and the denial of

human aspiration had been vanquished,
men would nsher in a new era of justice

.and equality. With the demise of capi-

talism, the state itself would wither
away and men would live with each

-other in amity and brotherhood without

the necessity of external force and gov-
ernmental control.

As the years passed, an incalculable
record of subjugation, suffering and
death revealed the bitter reality of
Communism. The impésition of ma
law in Poland, the war of the Polish
government against its people, a sup-
pression of human rights aided and en-
couraged by the Soviet Union, is the
most recent, although by no means the
most brutal, of Communism's tyranni-
cal policies. It finally has.become ap-
parent, even to some of socialism’s
most staunch followers, that the para-
dise of yesterday is the Hades of today.

erged from the theoretical design of
Marx and Lenin to the arena of power,
assuming control over one of the larg-

est countries in the world. It kindled "

among millions of the downtrodden

parable is thus the
story of modern man. Let him beware
of yesterday’s paradise, for it may be-
come tomorrow’s Inferno. Let him, in-
stead, endeavor to build a new Heaven
whose glory will abide for all time,

Law gives
new legal

A law recently signed by Gov.
William Milliken makes clear’ that
married women enjoy the same con-
tract rights and liabilities as men
and single women.

-HB4098 was designed to clear up
confusion about the legal rights of
married women as they relate to
contracts and certain real and per-
sonal property.

It eliminated the common law
disability of married women to
make and enter into a contract. It
repeals the Rights of Married Wom-
en Act of 1855, the Earnings of Mar-
ried Women Act of 1911 and the
Joint Holdings Act of 1917, all of

women
rights

which created confusion when com-
bined with recent case law.

The new law states that a mar-
ried woman may enter into a con-

“ tract with respect to her separate

property; she may bring an action to
enforce the contract, recover.dam-
ages or seek other remedy for
breach of contract. She also person-
ally is liable under the contract.

it allows, the woman to act as
surety for a debt or obligation of an-
other person, enter into a contract
using her property as security for
the debt of another, or give a gener-
al guarantee personally obligating
her for the debt of another person.

Concert to raise funds for Polish

The ,Polish American Congress is
sponsoring a concert of Polish Christ-
mas carols at 3 p.m. Sunday with pro-
ceeds earmarked for' medicine and
food for the people of Poland.

‘The concert will be at St. Ladislaus
Catholic Church, 2370 Caniff, west of

Joseph Campau.
1t will feature a chorus directed by
Bronislaw Siarkowski; soprano Danuta
i i; Danuta Sworski i
poetry readings; organist Stanley Zy-
dek; and duets, trios and quartets.
Donations will be asked.
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SAINT ANDREW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Communliy House Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
380S. Bates, Birmingham

Saturday 5:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist ,

ORSUISSERIGE 16 9:00 a.m, - Christian Education for all ages

RICK HARTSE
"
1[5 334-0165 z]

i 10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

Sunday Morning - Nursery Care Available

T v, Lonseth G. D The Rev. B. Sest Kol
The Rar. Edward A. King

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVONIA

Farmington and Six Mile Roads 422-1150
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Worship & Sunday School: 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30 a.m.
“A PREPARED HEART”
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess
7:00 P.M.
Bentley High School Concert Choir

Wednesday 7:00 PM: School of Christian Edu cation
({Activities for All Ages)

New! Sunday Service Telecast Sunday Service Broadcast

8:30 PM, Channa) 62 9:30 AM, WMUZ-FM 103.5
Nursery Provided at All Services




