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New season opens

with superb concert .

By Patricia Bsach srm}h ]
specal writer .

Counterpoint is contagmus. Sunday's
Ameritan Artist Series concert proved
that, with performanges of Beethoven's
Trio, Opus 7§ , No..2; Shostakovich’s
Quintet, Opus 57 and Brahms's lus-
trous Trio, Opus 8.

All of the selections on the openmg
concert of the series’ 12th season were
superb examples of the composer’s art
— and they were performed according-
ly as superb examples of the perform-
er'sart.

Unfortunately, the audience some-
what' reflected the blustery weather.
outside and gave a cold reception. No
matter, the pipers played on, pmvldulg

h‘

rewew

partly, one i sure, ‘because she and the "

other performers had had time to liter-
ally warm up on the Beethoven and the
Shostakovick.

The lush glegance of the first move-
ment of 'the Brahms was passionately
played. As| d&nbed by Ms. Freeman,
mdeerl “fiendishe
ly dtffi n:nlt{h hut only minor mistakes
belied an otherwise perfect reading.

In the third, ]adagla movement, the
lemper wu,penslve, ‘with more beauti-
on the menu. A bril-

warm respite from the

TWO NEW additions to the AAS
family of performers made outstand-
ing contributions to the success of the.
concert.

Tnna Nedorezov, violin, and ' Glenn
Mellow, viola, helped make the playing
of the Shostakovich work a rousing sue-
cess. The first movement, with its driv-
ing, pulsing force and gorgeous har-
monics; led to a stunning violin duet,
which began the fugue of the second
movement.

Gradual introduction of the three re-
maining voices in the counterpoint led
to a magnificent quintet. The third
movement was robust 20th cepfury
fare. which, following the thoughtful
fugue, was a welcome shorty, simple
link to the fourth movement.

It was reminiscent of the fugue with
its appealing duet for the cello and vio-
lin in its opening measures. At times
this movement was banal, as if the
composer bad rug out of things to say,

but fortunately, the final movement
was a total contrast — pure finale mu-

slc in a very pasitive mode.
to thi: jtingly per-

hanl finish was provided by the playing
of the allegro movement. Altogemer, it
was a thrilling segment.

THIS BRILLIANT finish was in con-
trast to thé beginning of the concert.
The rendenug of the Beethoven Trio
wasn't an impressive start. The room
was too cold, and neither the p]ayers
nor the audience appeared ly for
the basically tedious work.

Actually, one supposes the work Is a
tad too cerebral for a frozen lot to com-
prehend And it appeared to be not yet
in the hands of the performers either.

However, the seeds of what was to
come, the chailenging and exciting
counterpoint that sparked the after-

noon, was evidenmt also in Beethoven's

Trio. The allegretto movement was full
of lovely melodic motifs, all made for
contrapuntal conversation — like two
proper. ladles chatting at the same
time. |

IN THIS second movement, the skill
of the perfpormers began to bloom. In
the finale, the only movement.with real
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“The. (Tom D'Agostino), tries to

Lizzie (Lynne Marllley) she is beautiful

comedy

‘The Friends of Oakland County
Welfare Rights Organization will host
a special performance of the classié
romantic comedy “The Rainmaker,"
as its fifth annual Theater Benefit.

The performance will be staged at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday by the Birming-
ham Village Players at the playhouse,
752 Chestnut, at Hanter in-Blrming-
‘bam.

Friends of WROis holding its this
year’s benefit two months earlier
than usual, Spring performances by
the players have been musicals for
the last two years, and WROanted
to have a change, to a dramatic pro-
duction.

Benefit tickets may be purchased
by phoning 646-3094 ‘or 644-1429.
Tickets are $8.

“Even if we sell every seat in the
house, we will raise just enough mon-
ey to keep our incoming and outgoing
telephone lines in our Pontiac office
open for a year,” said Marguerite
Kowaleski, budget director for

Friends of WRO.

“And these lines are vital links be-
tween the client community, the Wel-
fare Rights Organization and the De-
partment of Social Services. Incom-
ing calls have increased to over 1,000
per month since the federal budget
.cuts in social services went into ef-
fect Oct. 1, 1981."

The Oakland County, Welfare
Rights Organization was founded in
1969,

Until last month its headquarters
were in an old school next to St. Vin-
cent Church in Pontiac. But escalat-
ing heating costs caused the church to

'STEPHEN CANTRELL/staff photographer

in her own way. In a

Immed work was almost. whimsical,
and certainly a surprise.

THE TRIO, Opus 8, is full-blown
Brahms — work of such dimension and
sensitivity that one wodnders why it
isn't performed more often. The per-
formannce of this work by the “old
bands” of AAS, Linda, Snedden Smith,
violin; Joann Freeman, piano, the se-
ries’ guiding force, and John Thurman,
cello was remarkable.

Ms. Snedden Smith played more
forcefully than in the other two works,

the pride of
ism finally showed.
This work is espedally subtle with

" its intertwining of voices, all sharing

the same melody at one time or anoth-
er in different shapes. The blend of the
instruments gave it special appeal —

and that could only have been accom-

lphshed by the fine players who

comprise this series’ roster of musi-
cians.
The nest concert of the season is
Sunday, Feb. 7, at 3 p.m. Performing
ill be the Emmanual Wind Quintet
playing a Michigan premier.

Joseph

SILVERSTEIN

VIOLINIST

Dedicated to mémory of Mischa Mischakoff
Wednesday, January 20, 8:00 P.M.

Orchestra Hall

Box Ofﬁce Open 1 1-6 Mon. thru Sat.

833-3700

3711 WOODWARD » ALL SEATS RESERVED

by the

275,

tion to the benefit, regular of “The
Village Players on Friday-Sunday and Jan. 22-23. The box office phnne is 644-

will be p:

now upstairs at 100 N. Saginaw in
Pontiac.30

close the aging building. The office 1]

WINTER TERM — 10 WEEKS
/’ N THE FINETARTS SC H\)Ul
s’ .ACADEMIE
DES BEAUX-ARTS

THEATRE *, D/ E*+ MUSIC *STUDIO ART
PHOTOGRAPH COMMUNICATION \R'I'S

Classes for All Ages
At Lyeee Intervations] — 13 Mile at Evergreen, Soathleld, MI. 43076

FOR MORE INFORMATION: CALL 642-1178 _

ENROLL NOW!-

| SHOWCASE CINEMAS |

OMERSET

DIANER THEATRE

A Camedy Ferco
by Alin Ayckbourn
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FRICHTENING |

Fri.
Cockiails 7pm
Dinser 7;30pm
ow 8:4spm
‘Wed. Mat. xt noon
Group Rites &
Performences Available

SHA TS
MACHINE

Reservailbos
643-8865
sm.-}m.n.--r VX‘{‘:E‘R
e
, each Mnnday e oW
in the
Shopping Cart "
section of your S:_)ll;{:zn
Observer 1 GIIME
& Eccentric.

PONTIAC 6-7-8 9'10,;.,“.,,,

~ FROSTY YOGURT or FROSTY PEPSI

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A SECOND FROSTY YOCURT OR
FROSTY PEPS1 OF EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE.

o fallyhall renolssanoe center e
» oakland mall « northiand center o

SUPEB B(IWL PEP RALLY

Ringsley Frn

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23rd
9 p.m.to 1 am.
In the Ballroom

Dance to Live-Entertainment
Exotic Belly Dancer
¢ No Cover Charge * Cash Bar
* Limited Menu Available
Reservations 642-0100.

. Come and watch the game with us sunday
on a big screen TVm the ‘Ballroom!

+ Woodward and Long La e Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

%ihgﬁlsp Jn

To Be Certain.
A thoughtful way to welcome visitors
orclients is a reservation at the
Kingsley Inn Hotel.
We are near all business, sports and
educational centers in the tri-county
area.

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400

there's something
special

swznssu-s

MONDAY
‘'Hamburger a la Carte $1.95
TUESDAY .
Steak Sandwich $3.95
. WEDNESDAY
Grilled Cheese & Cup of Chowder
THURSDAY
Monte Cristo $3.25 -
- FRIDAY
Vegetarian Quiche $2.45
Come in any day and
enjoy a delicious lunch
or dinner!
carry out ava!lable

27841 Orchard Lake Rd. (at 12 Mile Rd.) Farmington Hills
Open daily from 11 a.m., Sunday Noon. Phone 5533505




