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Tax statement attacked

Brotherton takes mavyor’s heat

By Jackie Kisin
statf writer

Southfield Mayor Donald Fracassi

apd Farmington Hills — charged that
local politicians also seek to garner ad-
ditional state funds.

*“If Brotherton in fact did make com-
ments like have their

takes exception to remarks
to State Rep. Sandy Brotherton that
“municipal politicians are eriticized for
assessing property at artifically low.
Tates to gain favor from local voters.”
It was reported in the Jan. 7 edition
of the Observer & Eccentric that
Brotherton — a Farmington Republi-
can whose district includes Southfield

cake and eat it too' and that the state
has less control over local tax rates
than the average citizen, F'd like to re-
but that,” Fracassi said.

 FRACASSI ALSO sald Southfield
has always assessed properties equita-
bly.

YMCA Highlights

The Farmington area YMCA pro-
vides g variety of services for youth
and aduits in the comvitunity. Fur-
ther information may be obtained
by calling 553-4020 between 9 a.m.
and 10:30 p.m. daily. ,

® PRESCHOOL BALLET — For
bays and girls ages 3-5. Children will
learn the basic positions through songs
and games. Classes are available on
Thursday mornings. YMCA member
fee is $14 and $20 for non-members.
Seven weeks of instruction.

® DO YOU HAVE A SORE BACK?
— A medically approved exercise pro-
gram for persons with bad backs. Class
teaches stretching, relaxation and
strength exercises. Taught by certified
instructors in the afternoon or evening.
Members $35 and non members $50 for
six lessons. .

® CREATIVE RELAXATION LEC-
TURE — Dr. Deborah Bright will lec-
ture on this topic at the Farmington
YMCA from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 30. Dr. Bright has taught this

course to Automotive Executives and
on college campuses. Members, §2 ar:t
_ non-members, $3.

® MANAGE YOUR STRESS - Dr.
Jeffery Kohler is a professor of coun-
"seling, a psychotherapist, dndicated
runner and author of several books. A

= RACQUETBALL
TOURNAMENT - A s St. Valen-
tine's Racquettil Tournament will be
played on Fob. 13 and 14 at the Farm-
ington YMC2. This event is a mixed
doubles corrpetition with special rules.
Tournarnznt is for members only. In-
formatiua is available from Pave Pot-
thoff =i 553-4080.

« DOG OBEDIENCE — Teach your
geg to listen to commands. Class meets
from 7:15-8:15 p.m. on Mondays. All
dogs must be at least six months old.
Feels§32.

“Southfield is the smllest benefac-
tor of taxes our property owners pay,”
he said in an intecview this week.
“Schools get the rulk of the money. If
the State Legisiature reduced the 50
percent of truz cash value

Lou Glazier, legislative aide to State
Sen. Doug Ross, D-Southfield.

“The process of equalization is decid-
ed by the county and local government.
Legislators from time to time try to
fine tune that process.

level to something like 35-45 percent,
the state would have tr reimburse
Southfield 2ad other cities for school
ald.

“That would mean the state, coun-
ties, citi<3 and schools weuld be forced
to tighten their belts because of lost
And the state wants to keep
of education off its back.”
racassi questioned why legislators
recently passed the “Truth in-Assess-
ment Rollback” if the state has no con-
trol over property tax assessments.

SOUTHFIELD RESIDENTS — due
for average 6-8 percent hikes in 1982
property assessments — won't be af-
fected by the new legislation, accord-
ing to City Assessor Ernest Beren.

Under the new law, if the total 1982
state equalized value of a city exceeds
its assessed value by 5 percent or
more, the maximum authorized tax
rate will be reduced.

‘The bill, Beren said, is aimed at cit-
ies assessing properties lower than 50
percent of true cash value required by
state law. For the past 10 years, Beren
said, Southfield's properties have been
assessed to hit the 50 percent mark.

That means the state equalized value
set by the county and the total assessed
value reached by the city is the same,
Beren said.

LEGISLATORS SAY the reason for
the new law is to insure that the total
tax levy isn't greater than the amount
which could have been levied based on
its assessed value.

“The Legislature is only responsible
for setting the assessment level,” said

“The new law im) a financial
penalty on cities which for political
reasons or incompetence fails to assess
at the 50 percent level. Taxpayers
aren’t really affected. Cities spend
money for services and must be re-
sponsible.”

Beren, however, argues that if the
state had its way, Southfield residents
would get an average 15 to 18 percent
property assessment boost.

“Legislators could make points by
saying they passed the new assessment
law to keep cities from grabbing all the
property tax money,” he maintained.

FRACASS] BELIEVES the answer
to the dilemma is for Southfield to re-
duce its tax rate in proportion to in-
creases in property assessments. The
tax rate for the city, schools and county
is 62 mills — $62 per $1,000 of state
equalized valuation.

“All entities would have to agree toa
reduction,” Fracassi said. “The city
can't budget taxes. If more money is
needed for services, the voters could go
w.the polls and decide on a millage
raise.

“With more refined technology, eve-
ry property assessment could be rolled
baek. When people get notices of as-
sessment increases, they automatically
say their taxes are going up. This
wouldn't happen if we had a uniform
tax rate.

“When residents appeal their assess-
ment raises to the board of review,
they tear down their houses and their
neighborhoods. They don't say they're
glad their komes are worth more. They
don't take pride in that.”
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‘ World’s Finest and Largest
Dance School
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Now Offers
Children’s Classical
Ballet and Modern
Jazz Classes.

Saturday Classes For
Boys and Giris 5to 15
SemesterStarting Now.

Call 569-0770
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19668 W. Eleven Mile Rd.

Aerobic Fitness
Exercise Programs

Monday.Thru Friday,
Mornings or Evenings.
New Semester Classes

Starting Now. To Register

Call 569-0700
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At Evergreen, Lathrup Village
- @ v 569-0770 @* @ .

NOW—add beauty and
diveability to your home
at storewide savings

during Ray
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Curl up with a friend!

friend

hair design
33604 W. Seven Mile
Livonia

2 PERMS for the price of 1
‘THRU FEBRUARY 8th -

= and get 3
perm_when a
perm of equal or
greater value is

purel

belora Feb. 9
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477-4080

January
Storewide

(Clearance
Save

up to

. 31500 Grand
1 Bk, W. of Orcherd Lako
T.W,8 10-5:30

Turn off your
thermostat, take

f included in ofte tow

price.

Open 7 days. Call
. now for FREE
in-home estimate.

40%

Ebenezer
Furniture

Early American-Colonial Furniture
River < 4774778

Rd., Farmington Plaze
ThF 10-8:30
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Let Averill prapare your 1981 income tax return. Last year we
prepared over 2,200 réturns at an average cost of only $30 to $40
(tax deductible). In our private interview offices, your return will be
handled by an experienced tax preparer in a personal, confidential
and competent manner. Averill is a full time, year round, profes-
sional tax and accounting service now in its 32nd year.

AVERILL TAX SERVICE
For your appointment contact our office nearest you.
348-3348 533-0121
25974 Novi Rd. 26201 Grand River
(at Grand River) {near Beach Daly)
Mon.-Thurs. 9:30-8:00 Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-8:00

ri.-Sat. 9:30-5:00
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Fri.-Sat. 9:00-5:00

terms are yours for the asking.

Qur best selling contemporary collection of
“Accolade II"” by Drexel is now 25% off!

Come in and see why so mziy applaud the clean, self-assured lines of
“Accolade II." You'll applaud too when you save 25% on the entire
collection during eur storewide salet Take for example the round
Pbedestal dining table shown above. Extended to an 86" oval, it can
seat a full housel Its function is warmed by the glow of pecanand a
clear, light fruitwood finish. The graceful chairs are accented by custom
and cane. Of course, there are “Accolade I!" bedroom anc
‘occasional pleces, too. You can suit any room and every scale. See the
entire Drexel Heritage collection of fine furniture — pius carpeting,
custom window treatments and reuphalstery, lamps and accessories
~— ALL at sale prices untii March 61ht Design service and extended

Ray Interiors :- 3.5

Michigan’s first Drexel Hertage @y store =%
FARMINGTON Open Tues., Wed., Sat., 9:30-5:30 ANN AFBOR
33300 Stocum Dr. Mon., Thu., Fr., 9:30-9:00 3507921%5“"9"7\ Rd)
4787212 opEN SUNDAY 124 IN ANN ARBOR ONLY! ) J

22nd Annuat A
STOREWIDE:
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presents a Preview
ofour
Spring Collection
Wednesday
January 27
11:30-3:00 p.m.

FRESH SEAFOQD « FINE STEAKS « PRIME RIB
OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCHEON AND DINNER
FORRESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION CALL 349-6200
43180 WEST 9 MILEROAD, NOVI
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED » VALET PARKING




