Lawsuzts

Thursday, January 14, 1982

(0)7A

County officials smglng the blues over settlements

!

By Suzie Roliins Singer 5
s1aﬂwmsr N E

Officials say it's a fallacy, that county govern-
-ments and road cornmissions have fat budgets and
can shell out big bucks for lawsuits.

In the long Tun, they d, it's the taxpayer
who subsidizes: the thockands of dollars in settle
ments which trickle dowr through government
agencies.

Both Wayne and Oaklard county attorneys and ’

road commission spokesmen say that in recent
years, the numbers of lawsuits filed against them
have skyrocketed.

“SINCE THE nud-'70$, whzn most states abol-

‘By 1983, we estimate we’ll

. spend more money on

- insurance and payment of .
claims than we will on road
construction — and that’s
a disaster.’

ple defendants.'often works against governments,

ished here has been an abu-
dance of lawsuits: filed agsum governments,” said

John Grubba, managing: dlrecwr of the Oaklaud .

County Road Commission; *

“In 1973, we paid about $65,000 Inr llabllity in-

surance. During 1980, we pald $1 milli

“By 1983, we estimate we'll spend mure money
on insurance and payment.of claims than we will
on road construction — and Lhals a disaster,” he
added.

L SMAKLAND is ot the only agency belng naﬂed by
a -

Louis - Sugo, dirgtor of ;public ;relations at the
‘Wayne County Road Commission, joins Edward L.
Douglas, Wayne County’s chief assistant corporate
counsel; and Robert Allen; chief civil counsel for
‘Oakland County, in battling legal entanglements.

All say their paselpads have increased substan-
hally during the ‘past few years. °

“Our caseload has doubled /in the past few

years,” Sugo sa)d of the Wayne Caunty Road Com-
‘mission. "nghi ‘now, we have between 500 and 700
outstanding cases. When times get tough, people
are more inclined to sue nrganuauons that they
think are collec!ah!e ”

* BEING COLLECI'ABLE in alawsuit wxm multi-

Grubba gave this hypotheiical ease: “Let’s say a

"man is hitchhiking on a county road and is picked
up by a woman driver, Her car is hit head-onbya -
“drunk driver who ran a red light. She dies, and her-

ppassenger becomes a paraplegic. The drunk driver
gets minor injuries.

“Then the paraplegic sues the dead woman’s es-
tate, the drunk man and road commission. We find

+ out the woman only carried $40,000 of insurance,

and the other driver was uninsured, unemployed
and has no money:” he said.

“The jury awards the paraplegic $2 million in
damages against the dri - who ran the rid light,
$40,000 against the w-zan driver’s estate and
$200,000 against the road commission. The law
says the plaintiff can collect from all or any of the

parties.

“So he decides to collect the $2.2 million from the
road commission, even though the highway agency
was only found 8 percent liable.”

Grubba suggests that the state establish a special
fund to pay plaintiffs in such cases, because the
road commission doesn't have the discretionary
{nnds and lacks any way of increasing its revenues,
since it doesn’t have taxing powers.

DURING 1976, 33 laswsuits were filed against the

Oak!and County Road ('nmm!mon, and he expecLs
about 55 logged for 1980,

“Sinck 1976, we have had 197 claims for bodily - |-

injury and paid on 109,” he added. “We always try
to settle, if we have any evidence that we're at
fault. But we try the qustionable cases:

“Courts and juries are not very sympathetic to

- governments. Most of the cases that go to court

involve very serious Injuries, and juries see insur-
ance companies and-governments who they think
have lots of money and they assess high judg.
ments,” he added.

All governmental spokesmen agreed that injured
parties deserve payment, but they say that many*
times people use lawsuits as a means of lining their
pockets.

“QUR CASES increase 10-15 percent a year,”
says Wayne County’s counselog, Douglas.

“The more the media talk about the financial
chaos of the county, the more lawsuits we have.
‘We're never able tosave upa contirigeney fund. We
have between $10-$12 ‘million in lawsuits a year,
and this year we have to pay $100,000 out in settle
ments.”

All the county arms nf government are sel! -in-
sured, most paying the first $150,000 and an um-
bre}la policy paying the remainder.

WAYNE COUNTY, which emplayes 20 full-time
attorneys, has a lot of lawsuits claiming negligence
and medical malpractice resulting from from pa-

. tient treatment at Wayne County General Hospital.

“We get about 200-300 of those a year,” Douglas
said. All must be investigated.
“If there's a chance of prevailing, we'll got to

- court. But many times in the hospital cases, the

doctors or nurses or other witnesses move out of
town and disappear on us,” he added.

Robert Allen of Oakland sald his cases have
“quadrupled the last five years.”

Although he couldn't pit a number on his case
load, he said, “if we tock the lawsuits at face value,
they’d definitely exceed the ($110 million) budget.

HOUSE of
SHUTTERS

50% OFF

SINCE 1959
| Call Now For
Free Home Estimates

50% OFF
HORIZONTAL 1"
. BLINDS

Many Decoralor Colors:
by Levolor Fiexalum

50% OFF
VERTICAL .
BLINDS
Atemino, Decrator,
Cloths, nv.c., Macrame

ESTATE AUCTION
- - . at the galleries
featuring the
ESTATE OF AMANDA FOSTER
from a Grosse Point Farms residence
Frlday, Jan. 15 at 7:00 p.m.,, Saturday, Jan. 16 at
11:00 am,, Sunday,_Jan. 17 at 12 noon

GERMAN 19"\CENTURY POHCELAIN PLAQUE
(Sunday # N
sale also includes: Antique American fumlmra tltﬂmn sitver flatware, enamels lndudlng
Faberge, Knaue grands plano, ewsiy, riontal rugs, ino painings by lstod artst including:
obert Hopkins, Emile
ov Mol.ll:llll.l.l ART QALLERIES 409 E..Jefferson

Detroit, Michigan 48226 {313) 963-6:
alssance

40% OFF
CUSTOM WOVEN{ | CUSTOM VERTICAL § Substantial reductions in
WOO0DS & HORIZONTAL
by Joanna » Delma SHUTTERS THE
Graber byJoannaMasteseralt ) .
Excluding Previous Orders WOMAN S
SHOP

(Or

SEMI-ANNUAL
- CLEARANCE SALE
“upto 60% Off

Reductions on

OUTERCOATS, SUITS,
SPORTCOATS & SLACKS including
H. FREEMAN/LINETT/POLO/BARRY

FURNISHINGS, SPORTSWEAR,
& HATS including : .
Polo/Kenneth Gordon/ Coxmoore/ Gltman

TOITINGHAM'S

HOUSE of #=osmu-couercus 3621 WEST MAPLE AT LAHSER - 645-6675
Lﬂﬁl"{"lns 25511 Sl kD OPEN DAILY 10:00-6:00/THURS. & FRI. 10:00-9:00
. SQUTHFIELD ‘

ANTIQUE AUCTION

C7/T.'DNTENTS OF A LOCAL ANTIQUE SHOP .
AS WEI.L AS ITEMS FROM OTHER CONSIGNORS

| JANUARY 21, 22, & 23

ui our galleries 825 Woodwqrd Ave., Pontiac, Mi.

OVER 800 lots FEATURING: VICTORIAN & TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY FURNITURE:

Rosewood Tilt Top Table, Wicker Chair, Empire Sofa Table, Victorian Love Seats
and Settees, Oak Roll Top Desk, Victorian Chestriut Sideboard, Hoosier Cabinet,
Oak Round Tables, Victorian Walnut Server, Oak Curved Glass China Cabinet,
Victorian Walnut Display Cases, Qak Ice Box, Victorian Chairs and Occasional
Tables, etc., CLOCKS: Ithaca, Calendar Clock,. New Haven Lancet,” Waterbury
Mantle, School Clock, Ingrahurn Mantle, Ingram Oak Mantlé, Seth Thomas Wall
Ragulutcr. Mew Haven Banjo, Herschede Grandfather,. etc., LAMPS: Gone with
the Winds, Kerosene, Art Deco, Art Nouveau, etc., CHINA AND CRYSTAL: Haviland *
Limoge, R.S. Prussia, Lenox, Royal Crown Derby, Pate Sur Pate, Rosenthal, Meis-
sen, lmari, Noritake, Nippon, Collection of German Steins, 8 Pc. Chamber Set,
Waterford, Cambridge, Clark, Thistle, Sandwich, Hawkes, etc. BRONZES AND

. MARBLE STATUARY, SILVER: Sterling and plated flatware and Holloware, PAINT-
" INGS & PRINTS: George T. §chultz, 1.S. Hasfewood, R. Westall, Kollwitz, lcart

prints, etchings, etc. JEWELRY: Victorian, Art Deco, estate, pocket watches, stick

~ pins; Titfany compact, Van Cleeff & Arpels bracelet, etc., MISC: Music Box, Coffee
. Grinder, Wurlitzer Juke 8ox, Slot Machinss, Tools, Old Cash Registers, Cradle,

Trunks, Butter Churn, Antique'Wall and Table Telephones, Quilts, British Military
Budges, Decoys, Oriental Rugs, efc. .

AUCTION: January 21 and22-7 p.m. — Januury 23-1p.m.

EXHIBITION: January 19 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., — January 20 - 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Jam/nry21&22 10d.m.to 4 p.m., 6 p.m.to 7 p.m., — January 23-Noon to 1 p.m.

! CATALOGUES: Available at exhibition — $4.00, By Mail — $6. 00. EXEC. TION

BIDS ACCEPTED AfOUR ORDER DESK IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AND BID
IN PERSON. 10% Buyers Premium. Gallery reserves right to withdraw any item.
NOW ACCEPTING CONS'GNMENTS FOR FUTURE. AUCTIONS

C. B. CHARLES =

Q8E

L

. GALLERIES' & SINCE 1959,

AUCTIONEERS . APPRAISERS ESTATE SPECIALISTS -
835 Wopdward Avenue * Pontiac, Michigan 48053 « (313) 338- 9203
(One mile north of Square Lake Rd.)

" WERE...210.00

CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS AT HANDSOME SAVINGS.
OUR POLICY IS:

- WE DO NOT PURCHASE SPECIAL ITEMS FOR OUR SALES. ALL MER-

CHANDISE IS FROM OUR SEASONAL INVENTORY.

- SUITS . SPORTCOATS
WERE...285.00 NOW..228.00  WERE..165.00 , NOW.. 75.00 °
'WERE...275.00 NOW...100.00 ~ - WERE...275.00 NOW...137.50

- TOPCOATS AND SUBURBAN COATS

ALL-WEATHER COATS AND JACKETS
NOW..105.00  WERE..265.00  NOW..100.00
NOW..I00.00  WERE...135.00

SPORTSHIRTS
'WERE...35.00 NOW...20.00
WERE...18.50 NOVW...10.00

" VELOURS
WERE...45.00 NOW...21.00
WERE..30.00 NOW...20.00

: HOES .
NE’I’I‘LETON AND COLE-HAAN

..... ..70.00 NOW...45.00

' WERE...125.00. NOW...70.00

WERE...225.00

DRESS.SHIRTS "+
WERE...25.00 NOV...20.00
WERE...21.00 NOW...I({.OO

S\VEATERS
WERE...45.00 NOW...25.00
WERE...42.50 NOW...22.00

AMERICAN EXPRESS
DINER'’S CLUB

mnsuouns.uou.wm,.mamr 9:30-5:30
THURS., FRL $:30- 9.

“ WE ARE CONDUCTING OUR WINTER CLEARANCE OF MEN'S QUALITY ey

Now... 94.00 | ]
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