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: = = Ymoral perspectives

Rev. Lloyd Buss

They didn't like what I was preaching; so they
left. They told me after services one Sunday rorn-
ing.

They said they did not want to talk about it. Their
minds .were made up, and they were joining a
church that agreed with them. There was nothing
left for me to say except “God be with you.”

It was this keen disappointment being denied an
opportunity to discuss the specific issues that
makes me appreciative of the reaction of another
of us.

She expressed several serious objections to the
response the church had made to a particular issue.
She discussed them with me and several others
carefully, with emotion and deep conviction.

‘The difference still exist, but both of us appreci-

ate and respect the other’s view, and she continues

‘as a very faithful and committed member of the
church.

THE FUNDAMENTAL difference between the
two reactions was the sense of responsibility felt
for the body in which the opposing reactions could
be found. *

The first couple had divided the church into Sus”
and “them™ groups and felt the church was in oppo~
sition to their interest. The second person had iden-
tifed the issue as a difference of opinion and re-
sponse within the concern of the church to which
we hoth were committed.

The first couple had reduced the church to groups
that were in contention for ultimate power posi-
tions. The second person saw the church as a body
where divergent issues were resolved to reflect

Respect the views of others

gathered wisdom and counsel.

PARISH- EXPERIENCES are certainly not na-
tional experiences. National experiences, however,
can be parish riences.

People can divide the nation into “us” and
“them” groups and make the “them” group what-
ever they oppose or believe is opposing thern. Peo-
ple can also regard the nation as that collective
body where divergent views are resolved to a mu-
tually accepted counsel and expression.

People can divide the nation into 50 states or
1,000 issues and accept responsibility only for that
state or issue that is of interest to them. People can
also regard the nation as a single entity for which
responsibility and care is expressed and shared by
all.

IT MIGHT BE possible that the perfect world
excludes all the interests, wants, needs and likes of
those who disagree with yours. Perhaps the perfect
world would be that world where all people have
the same tastes and styles.

Be that as it may, we still live in an imperfect
world where one decision is never possible without
an opposite one that is equally true.

Denying another person access to the alterna-
tives you espouse is ultimately a denial of the truth
you claim.

What will finally measure the strength and char-
acter of this nation is our willingness to acknowl-
edge that no one group knows the final truth of life.
‘What we do in caring for each other finally will
weld the bond of a lasting people.

?

How do students learn:

Professor pursues a lifelong mystery

“Students learn what they care about, and remember what they
understand.”

‘That pbrase, more than almost any other, captures Stanford Er-
icksen’s feelings about good teaching, student motivation and re-
tention of learning. ’

“Learning depends on motivation,” says Ericksen, University of
Michigan professor of psychology. “Good teaching takes into ac-
count the interests, attitudes, anxieties and aspirations of students.

“Students come to the first day of class wondering what lies
ahead. They have interests to nourish, information gaps to fill,
values to examine and beliefs to strengthen. In a quiet way, their
expectations and curiosities set the stage for what they hear, see
and think about.

“Textbooks, lectures and classroom demonstrations take on
meaning in terms of what each student already knows,” Ericksen
continues. “Thus, meaning take place exclusively and uniquely in-
side the head of each student.

IT HAD been his lifelong research interest: What makes college
students learn? How can teachers help? What can an institution do
to encourage the process?

Ericksen, now on his retirement furlough, joined the U-M in 1962
as the first director of the Center for Research of Learning and
Teaching (CRLT). A psychologist, he conceived of the center as a
means of “bridging the gap between the impersonal science of
human behavior and the highly personal nature of teaching and
individual student learning.” He served 11 years in this adminis-
trative post and continued as senior research scientist at the cen-

“The usual discussion of teaching and research implies the two
are in conflict with one another,” he gbserves. “I have always seen
them as mutually supportive, as do most of the faculty members
with whom I am in contact. And while research might enhance
one’s national reputation, most faculty members repeatedly tell
me that it’s teaching that offers them the most satisfaction.

“THERE'S NO one who has greater respect and affection for
teachers than 1,” he declares. “I suppose what impresses me most
is not their style of teaching but their values . . .their enthusiasm
for both their subject and matter and or the learning process.

“I think one of the most important things a teacher does is set an
example for students,” he continues. “The teacher projects: ‘This is

what I believe. This is what I think is important.”

A teacher who lacks enthusiasm is not likely to have much of an
impact on students, in Ericksen’s veiw. “And it can’t be contrive
he adds. “It is patronizing to pretend enthusiasm. You'll lose credi-
bility and never regain it."

Practicing what he preaches, Ericksen has taught courses con-
tinuously himself for more than 40 years. He earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from the University of Utah and a doctorate *
in experimental psychology from the University of Chicago. For 14
years before joining U-M he was professor and head of the psychol-
ogy department at Vanderbilt University.

AT U-M he has conducted seminars on college teaching, coordi-
nated the large introductory courses in psychology and taught his
own course, “Adult Learning in the Natural Setting.” He directed a
three-year research project in which U-M and 10 other colleges
examined institutional means for elevating the importance of
teaching.

Ericksen has also been editor and principal writer of CRLT's
“Memo to the Faculty” which grew by “word of mouth” to a circu-
lation of 10,000 in all parts of the world. The final issue is a sum-
mation of the main ideas Ericksen has been reporting over the
past two decades.

His writing will continue, however. The essence of his experi-
ence has been compiled in a book, “Motivation for Learning: A
Guide for the Teacher of the Young Adult” which he is currently
revising under the title, “By Precept and Example: An Analysis of
Good Teaching.”

Ericksen’s personal interest are reflected in his office surround-
ings: a five-speed bicycle he rides to and from work daily; his first
needlepoint, dated 1975, a graphic representation of his concept of
learning theory; a large wall poster of the planet earth with the
inseription, “Love Your Mother.”

A HUMANIST, environmentalist and self-described political ac-
tivist, Ericksen also swims a half-mile five days a week and raises
bees. He and his wife, Jane, have four children and seven grand-
children.

“I am clinical evidence that a person needn't become ‘burned
out’ over decades of pursuing a rewarding career,” he comments.
“Each student is different, and each year you face a new crop of
curious, exciting young people. The questions change, the answers

; change and the challenge is never ending.”
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‘Ascension of Christ
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WORSHIP SERVICE: |
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Lord and His
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Love Reigns
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VALENTINE'S DAY CONCERT » Feb. 14, 1862
featuring Steven Kimbrough baritone, Sym-
A phony Orchestra & Covenant Choir in a

program of secular & sacred music.

Ministers: Rev. Nicholas Titus and Rev. Edward Libby
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4742488 ‘ 6235 Telegraph « North of Magle.
BIBLE STUDY: BIRMINGHAM
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POV 0 Suncay Worship

WORSHIP: 9:30 AM

The Rev. Y. Richter, Paster
$46-5207 - 646-6119

Mary Miller-Vikander
Minister 10 Youth

David A. Rose

35415 W. 14 Mile Road
at Drake

661-9191

) UNIVERSITY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1385 5. Adams » Rochester

WORSHIP:9:00 & 1%:15
CHURCH SCHOOL

10 15 Al Ages Inc! Agu1ES
1115 Thry Grade §
Nursery Provided

PRESBYTERIAN

2,
> *J cHuRCH

14 Wle and Lahser Aoads
WORSHIP SEAVICE |
9304 1100 AN

P
M. L. Dunkelberger
I Peter Moore

Bareeiyfils
United Methodisl Church
W, 13 M ot Eracroan

'WORBHIP: 10 AM
[CHURCH 8CHOOL: 10 AM.
(Nursery thru High School)

Miniater: John W. Bray

Brightmoor Tabernacle

' 26565 Franklin Rd. * Southtield M!
11-636 & Telegraph - Just West of Holday Inn]

. N
+ Sunday School - 9:45 AM Worship Service 11:00 AM
Cel
‘Wednesday: Adult Prayer & Praise-Youth Service 7:30 PM

|4 Chansmetic Church where people of many ;am;mmllwnx worship together|

lebration of Praise: 6:30 PM

mas E. Trask, Pastor .

oer.

The Congregationgl
Chure hol
Brrmmgham
uce
Woodward at Cranbrook

Bloomfiatd Hiils

- CrgHSCeO0L 11 2
Nursery Care Both Hours

The Rev. Charles 0. Erickson
Carol 0. Grim

Christian Science Churches
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST. SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM
191 Chester at Willits

SUNDAY SERVICES 1030 AR

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 30 AN

WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY i
MEETING £00 PAt

CHURCH SCHOOL 11 AM
Message ||
. i e Nursery

ST. JOHN
E| LUTHERAN
S8 g

ChartesFos  Pastor
Mark Radtolf - Pastor

8308 11 AM. Worship & .
w40 Sunday Senool N’
474-0584
THE SALVATION ARMY
27500
FIRST UNITED (stinkater Road)
METHODIST CHURCH| SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
. 2 Granz o 10 AM - Sunday School
Farmingi 11 AM - Morning Worship
~ORSHIP

6 PM - Evening bible Study
Call 477-1153 for
more information.

RCH SCr00L
Furser, Peauig
*tnister Chgrios

NORTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
26275 Northwestern Highway near Lahser
Southtield. MI PHONE: 356-1660
United for the worship of God
and service to Humanity
Res Mark P Jensen Sencor Miniater
ey David W Howell. Miniater of Ch:

D+ Merey Langatare O a1 M

WORSHIP SERVICE 11AM

SAINT ANDREW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

1-

Wednesday 9:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

Saturday 5:00 p.m. - Holy Eucharist ,

READING ROOM
355 East Maple » §34-7935
Mon-Tues. 9.30-5308 7.9: Wad. & Sat.9:30-5.30; Thurs. & Fri. 930-9
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
FRANRLINME ADOWLARE
Maploal Inkster

16360 Hubbard Road Livonia, Michigan 4154
) ¢
‘ ' 9:00 a.m. - Christian Education for all ages
0:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

hl
Sunday Moraing - Nursery Care Available
The Aay. Konasth G. Devis The PMev. A Sesd Frajci
The Rev. Edward A, King

SUNDAYSERVICES 10:30 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL 1030 AM
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY
MEETING... 15PM

}

READING ROOM
4361 Orchard Lake Rd - 851.7440 |
Mon.-Sat. 10-5/Frl. 7-9 |
8

Al Reading
Rooms. Child cara laciitios provided Sunday & Wednesday.

ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
In the above churches you may hear testimonies of
heaing through the application of Christian Scien-
“ce...to problems of health, finances, personal rela-
tionshlps, academics, business and so on. Joln us in
rejolcing that there iIs a practical answer to every
need. You wiil be lovingly welcomed.

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF LIVONIA

" Farmington and Six Mile Roads

New! Sundey Service Telecast
8:30 PM, Channel 62

422-1150
Worship and Sunday School: 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m.

s HOLY COMMUNION
“TESTED BY SUFFERING”
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess

7:00 P.M. .
“WHEN DO YOU WANT TO REJOICE?”
s Rev. Douglas L. Thompson
Wednesday 7 PM: School of Christian Education
(Activities for All Ages)

Sunday Service Broadcast

9:30 AM, WMUZ-FM 103.5
Nursary Provided at All Services




