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Jupiter effect

Boy Scouts from Troop 179 will be
selling frozen pizza to offset rising
Scouting expenses.

Scouts take orders
for frozen pizza

count ‘and stil} pass on a good savings
and derive a profit,” nhl Joseph Ho-|
anesian, speaking for the group. The

By Raymond Bullock
special writer

The author is coordinator of the
planetarium and observatory at
Cranbrook Institute of Science.

‘This month, all five naked-eye plan-
ets will be visible at the same time. Ac-
tually, all eight planets are in the
morning sky. But_optical aid is needed
to see the outer three.

As we approach the month of March
we get closer to the infamous Great
Planetary Alignment. This alignment,
also called the “Jupiter effect,” is sup-
posedly going to be responsible for pro-
ducing a major earthquake in Califor-
nia,

Most people find this idea very far-
fetched. While rare by human stand-
ards, alignments such as this have oc-.
curred before. If Pluto is excluded (be-
cause of its slow orbital speed), align-
ments occur approximately every 173
years.

In addition, l.he planets are not all

“lined up in a row” as some would have
us believe. They are spread out over
more than one-quarter of the sky in

EXPANDED!!

February and March, something which
will be very evident to anyone who
takes the time to observe the morning
sky.

On Feb. 1, Mercury was at inferior
conjunction. That is, Mercury is be-
tween earth and sun and not visible, It
will be coming around the sun to ap-
pear in our morning sky. Also on Feb.
1, the moon was at first-quarter phase
in the evening and will be full on Feb.
8.

The moon will help us identify the

planets if we follow it across the sky. It .

will be two degrees north of red Mars
on the morning of Feb. 12. The yellow-"
ish “star” to the east (left) of Mars is
Saturn. Mars will double in brightness
this month as earth«— also orbiting
around the sun — draws closer to
Mars. Below Saturn is the star Spica, in
Virgo. The motions of Mars and Saturn

The planet Uranus will be four de-
grees south of the moon Feb. 1 at about
5 am. Uranus, orbiting farther from
the sun than Saturh, is very faint and
not generally visible to the naked eye.

On Feb. 20, brilliant Venus will be
seven degrees north of the waning cres-
cent moon before sunrise. The next
morning Mercury will be two degrees
north of the moon. Binoculars will help
in finding Mercury.

Two days later, the 23rd, the moon is
new and not visible.

Venus will reach its maximum
brightness for the year on Feb. 25. The
brilliant “morning star” is very easy to
identify, and if observed through binoc-
ulars in morning twilight, its crescent
phase may be seen. Unlike other astro-
nomical objects, Venus is best observed
in twilight, so there is less contrast be-

object. Also on the morning of the 25th,
Saturn will be five degrees north of
blue-white Spica in the southwest.

Also on the morning of the 25th, Sa-
turn will be five degrees north of blue-

white Spiea in the southwest.

‘The best chance to find Mercury will
be on Feb. 26 when it reaches maxi-
mum western elongation of 27 degrees
from the sun. That means Mercury will
be found 27 degrees to the left of the
sun in morning twilight. As usual, bi-
noculars help in finding it.

Does the appearance of eight planets
in the morning sky have any signifi-
cance or pose any danger to us on
earth? ‘Cranbrook Institute of Science
February planetarjum demonstrations,
entitled “Planets of Doom" will answer
questions about the “Jupiter effect”
and will show where in the sky the
planets will be. For program mforrna-

sale i3 the principal fund-raiser for the|
troop this year.
The troop is sponsored by Centrall
Church of Chﬂst. Its scoutmaster is Dr.
John Richardson.

Telephone orders will be uken by{.
Richardson, at 476-4320, or Tnm Krup-
ka, 4747921,

‘They are knocking on doors now of-
fering frozen cheese and pepperoni piz-
2a. All orders to be delivered to the
ll;gmhaseu homes on Saturday, Feb.

“By ordering large quantities the
00p is able to obtain a substantial dis- .

Class set for history buffs

History buffs will look homes and buildings. center, 24705 Farmington
at the "B:swry of Farm-  Registration is at the Road, Feeis $16.
ington through Architec-

when historian
Ruth  Moehlman o

her four-session elass at
Farmington Community
Center. The sessions will
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ALL WINTER BOOTS
ALL SLIPPERS -
Super Winter Clearance!

Bel Air Center Orchard Mall
Farmington W. Bloomfield
477-2343 851-5566 «Sun: 12-5
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onnew 1981and
1982 Ski-Doo
Snowmobiles
in'stock

Save 20%

Qrmore
Mens, Ladies .
Childrens .
Genuine Ski-Doo
Snowmobile Clothing
1 piece - 2 piece
Jackets - Pants
Helmets
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Now Shop Sunday
During Our -

45th Annual Winter SALE

In response to numerous requests, we will be
open every Sunday from 1-5 PM for the bal-
ance of our Winter Sale ending March 7th.

The Pennsylvania House
Take One Step
at a Time Sale.
Save 20-25%

You'll find selected dining rooms, bed-
rooms, and occasional tables in solid
cherry, oak, pine and matching veneers.
Upholstered chairs, sofas and loveseats.
And-A-Bed® sleeper sofas—all our fine
upholstery. On'sale now. Hurry in before
the sale isover! And while you're here, be
sure to ask for your FREE copy of the
beautiful, all-new 224 page full-color
Pcnns‘denm House Collector's Book.

Remember, for your convenience
we will be open
every Sunday from February 5th
through March 7th.

USDA CHOICE
Boneless

- Strip
Loins

14 Ib. Avg.

Whole Fryers

F 508

Cut-Up 69

Ground Beef

°*16

10'lb.

Freezer Wrapping

from Chuck

@olonial House

10¢ Ib. Extra
33066 W. Seven Mile

- next to Joe’s Produce .
24490 Five Mile-Redford Michi, 's L . . ‘ .
I | et 20232 Middiebelt R 478-8680
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