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J ury rules veterinarian’s death was suicide

By Judith Berne ;
staff writer

An Tlkinois coroner’s jury ruled last
week that veternarian Dr. Janice Run-
kle's death on'an isolated Lake Michi-
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Youth learn

“Beginning Photography” for grades
four through eight will be
part of Oakland Community College’s
K through 12 Enrichment Short-Course-
series at the Orchard Ridge Campus,

David Doidge, OCC communications,
art and technology instructor, will
teach the course. Photographic tech-
niques will be highlighted. Processing
and the printing of black and white
film will be démonstrated.

Students are asked to hnng a 35mm

offered as.

gan beach Aug. 1 wasa suicide.

Her West Bloomfield .parents, how-
ever, say they will continue to chal-
-lenge that version of her death through
federal courts,

. “They have ‘not proved it in any

photography

camera, photo paper and 'film‘to the.
first class meeting. Parents are en-
couraged to attend with their children.

The six-week course will be 3:45-5:45
p.m. beginning Feb, 2. A minimal fee
will be charged. Registration will take:
place up to and mcluamg the first day
of class.

For registration and/or ad\‘hdonal

'mformalmn, call 476-9400, ext. 277 or
«

Grant is debated

Continued from Page 1A

“Yeah, so old it's pathetic,” answer-
ed Councilman Ralph Yeder.

Councilman Willlam Mitchell want-
ed to know if community-development
grant money could be used to buy low,
antique-looking lamps to light the busi-
ness district similar to lights that line
Birmingham's business district.

Deadman said cost would be prohibi-
tive because the city would have to pay
Edison to remove the poles and install
new ones.

He told councit members to have al-
ternative block-grant projects ready by
the next council meeting for considera-
tion. Deadman said the city must sub-
mit its plan to the county before
March.

Workshop telIs ab‘out puppets

The art of puppetry will be explored
during a children’s workshop Feb. 13 at
the Cranbrook Institute of Science in

‘The hours for the workshop are 9:30-
11:30 am. The fee is $5. To register,
send the child’s name, address, age and

way,” Shirley Runkle said of the coro-
ner’s jury decision,

Ms. Runkle, 28, was a graduate of
North Farmington High and Michigan
State “University..She was veternarian
to Pleasant Colony, which won the Ken-
tucky Derby and the Preakness, at the
time of hér death, apparently as a re-
sult of an overdose of barbituates.

“We're trying to establish through
civil action -the- violation of her civil
rights,” Robert ‘Runkle said Monday.
“Hopefully, that will lead some law en-
forcement agency to folluw through.”

.THE RUNKLES beheve homocide
was involved. They further say that no

one from the family identified the-

body, that they were denied access to
the police when they insisted their legal
counsel be included in the investigation
of her death and that basic facts such

as their daughter’s henght and weight

were {ncorrectly stated in the inquest.
The parents hired a New York City

law firm, Daniel Foster, to il

and a forensic pathologist.

THE mqumr took less than two
Glen

their daughter’s death and to handle
the disposition of her estate.

“We havén't approached it on the ba-
sis that our daughter wouldn't commit
suicide,” Runkle insisted. /“You just
can’t say that about anyone.

“But under these circumstances, tha!
it was a suicide, it just doesn’t add up.”

The Runkles’ attended the Lake
County, Ill. coroner’s inquest, where a
six-member jury deliberated the man-
ner and cause of death in a non-judicial
hearing.

The proscribed three men and three
women heard testimony from four wit-
nesses — the man who found the body,
the Lake County Sheriff Department
investigator, the coroner’s toxicologist

hours,

Mclntyre, of the coroners office. The
panel deliberated a half hour before ar-
riving at their verdict.

“Neither we nor our counsel were al-
lowed to ask any questions,” Runkle
said. “About half that time was spent
trying to get us or our legal representa-
tives the floor.”

They didn't.establish how she got to
that beach, he claimed. “They passed
that right by."

Runkle ‘charged not all “witnesses
were called and at least one didn't
show up.

The cab driver who allegedly drove
Runkle to the vicinity of the beach was
subpoened but didn’t appear.

‘The cab driver called to say he would

be two hours late, McIntyre said. His
previous statements were related.

“POLICE CAN account for her
whereabouts from the time she arrived
in the state until her death,” McIntyre
added.

Only first-] hand witnesses testified to
the facts in the case, he said.

Neither her parents nor their legal
counsel had first-hand knowledge of the
case, Melntyre said. Testimony from
the pathologist hired by the Runkles’ to
perform a second autopsy would have
been allowed, he addéd, but they did
not make that request.

The jury’s options included that the
death was natural, a-suicide, homicide,
accidental or undetermined, Mclntyre
reported.

lll'mais police ruled out homicide
within two weeks of her death. .
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Bloomfield Hills. telephone number with a check “to:
Cranbrook Institute of Science Puppet
Workshop, P.O. Box 801, 500 Lone
Pine, Bloomfield Hills 48013.

Call 645-3230 for more information.

Free Gift With Any Purchase

Feb.12,13,14 ' @
BETTY'S MM‘L SHOP | Custor Clothing
4 Caleer ADVBIEI Buttons, seams, IIEM! 900\84!
Good t!

I The Ghaibam Square:
nmn.unu.u i) L. \ion & Repair ams.nens.pockess

We Show Only The Best House Plants

Flowering plants.
African Violets,
hanging baskets.
And floer size tropi-
cal plants from Flo-
rida. ASK US FOR
ADVICE on any
growing problem.

s .
Children ages 7-10 will be invited to
make puppets, give them voices,-ma-

nipulate them and put on a show. Any 'apl[rs onyour
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RENT SOFT WATER

From Michigan’s Oldest Water Conditioning Company '

Now you can rent the extraordinary Reynolds
Combine Water Conditioner - Filter, which Really
removes the iron-rust as well as the hardness ...

' GUARANTEED!
You can rent or lease-purchase any model and
size ... Cabinét, Compact .
or 2-Tank Fiberglass

LIBERAL TRADE-INS
The same Reynolds Family serving this area since 1931
Call any time for a free water analysis from
a factory representative, no obligation.
CALL FREE NOW 1- 800-572-9575
REYNOLDS WATER CONDITIONING COMPANY

DEARBORN, Ford Road,
at Outer Drive
W. BLOOMFIELD, Orchard
Lake Road at Maple

$:00 10 6:00-Sun. 10:00 10 5:00
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RACQUES CLUB |

- Country Squire Shop

Lot Averil propars your 1981 income ax return. Laat ysar Gentlemen's Fine Apparel
we e retuma st nvl:m cost of only -
o wht e hondi B s Sxperened 83 o 75 W. Long Lake Road
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HAIR CONCEPTS Mon - Thurs 30 .00 Mon. - Thurs, 9:00 - B:00 ODDMENTS SALE
“Amsm""s;;w" -Sat. 950500 oSl 900- 590 February 5 & 6 - Friday and Saturday only
announce: e X
appointment of . Special Groups:
Michael McKinley SPORTCOATS .. 3119
to their staff 24 units ..... alues to $390

Michael, formerly of
Men's Quarterly Salon
in Farmington Hills
specializes in all phas-
es of hair styling for
men and women.

|[RAiR CONCEPU] WMWWV

16364 Mlddlebeh
Terrence Corners Mall

I COMPLETE SELECTION OF WINTER OUTERWEAR - /2 OFF J
SOFT LEATHER cleans nicely by rinsing .

in-a solution of mild soap and lukewarm
water. Add one teaspoon of olive oil to
incense the softness. You'll get great
results when you use Observer & Eccentrie
Classified Ads to buy, -sell or rent
something.

Daily ’'til 6 p.m.

Livonia .
422-5730 ORCHARD RIDGE FARM MARKET
93304 W. 12 MILE RD. AT FARMINGTON RD.

IN KENDELLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER
SALE GOOD THRU 2-8-82

Large Seedless

Golden Ripe .
ataste [ BANANAS

treat

BUY NOW...GETA
$10 GOLDEN CHECK!
Jack Nicklaus,  *
the Golden Bear, says:
“Now’s the time to get
your insulation up to
par with Manville Gold
fiber glass!”
Buy 5 bags (R-19 or higher)
between January 29 and .
February 28 and you canget -
aGOLDEN CHECK warth $10
in merchandise at our store.
Get your Official Application
Coupon now!

"ALCAMO’S HOME MADE

SAUSAGE s’ 152,
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Polish
SWISS
” ) , .
O'BRIEN Cha 69 32800 Grand River
Ted C. Sullivan. Funeral Hom Inc {48%s. E. of Farminglon Ad)
41555 Grand River Avenue, no\fn Farmington .
o - 474-4015
348-1800

i Pepsl Pepsi Light - Mountain Dew |
.8 . % Liter Bottles  *1°° + Depesit
ALWAYS THE BEST FOR LESS — STOP & SAVE!
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