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The ‘guys’ gather and women’s careers suffer

‘The young woman smiles infrequently. Only 21,
she already is bilter.

She waals to he a sports journalist, a simple
dream, really. But like an clusive star, it grows
dimmer and sometimes even flickers as she comes
closer to her goal.
nees are, like many women who want an
equal chance at being a full-fledged sportswriter,
she will be denied. Although women now work .ln
sports departments, they do so as second-elass citi-
el

he young woman, a university journalism stu-
a great deal of insight.

" ¢ it's time these men got used to the idea
(hat women will no longer accept being excluded
Trom their rituals and traditions,” she says.

“They have to accept the fact the women sports
writers will nol go away,” she concludes.

She is sharing a thread of wisdom with many of
the sports department sages, scasoned veterans,
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stuli teel the effects of the snowstorms
Alter three relatively mild winters, Mother
s to he gelting even all al onee,

Sev wslorms are searey. Who was not
trightened for our own safety or that of a loved one
during last week's s
ment ol surv
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al for the birth of a baby?

wtunately. most of us are not faced with life-
ing ons during a snowstorm. We are
nconvenienced by sore backs. clogged streets and
balky cars. bul we know we are going to make it
through.

IN MOST neighborhoods. a snowstorm can be a
time of making new friends and meecting old
friends. As one person told me, *I always wanted to
meet the girl in the apartment next door, but I nev-
er had a chance until last week when I pushed her

* car out of the snow.™

My suburban neighborhood is a friendly place
during the summer months. Neighbors frequently
taik to each other over the back fence or while
mowing the lawn. It's easy to get into a game of
“catch™ on someone’s front yard. Families eat lunch
together on a backyard picnic table.

But it's different in the winter. Everyone hiber-
nates inside a warm house. Sometimes a neighbor is
not seen from late fall until early spring.

That is. unless there is a snowstorm. Last week,
a festival atmosphere was in the air. Oh, sure, there
was much work to be done. But there was a pioneer
spirit as neighbors worked to help each other.

1 shoveled five driveways for people unable to
clear their own. I helped push a stalled car down the
street for a young woman on her way to a college
class.

In exchange. one neighbor baked me cake and
cookies. A more mechanically-minded man than I
am figured out a way to open the frozen doors on
my car. The neighborhood bartering worked out
well and made us all realize that by working to-
gether we'd be all right.

AFTER THE WORK, there was time for play.
While the children made snow forts and igloos,
adults pelted each other with snowballs. Cameras
came out to the annual neighborhood

anis elbow. Now it's Alari thamb, |

many of whom gloat over the fact they were around
ta sce Lo it that professional sports became racially
integrated.

BUT THE SAME
point of attending sports-related functions
-clude their female colleagues,

A recent example was the Good Sports
tion, annual dinner. Professional athlet
journalists and just plan sports buffs ga
an evening of entertainment and charity fund rais-

sports holy men make a
th

3
casters — attended. These are the same persons
who, under different circumstances, mouth alle-
giance to equal rights. Many of them are your
neighbors,

But on this night to be a Good Sport, you had to be
one of the guys. Apparently, women, in that group's

crackerbarrel

¥\ debate o;ggé’?
Steve h“ ;
Barnaby %+

thinking, don’t make goud enough sports to partici-
pate.

A FLEDGLING group calling itself Sportswomen
in Detroit would like to see an end to this type of
segregation. Made up of sports broadcasters, photo-
graphers and writers, it sceks to ensure equal ac-
cess and opportunity for women journalists in the

Detroit area.

‘Entirely up to them’

B LECLENTRIC PAPERS ~~)

Father Sparky’s new style

His hair seems a little whiter, his tan a shade
deeper, but Sparky Anderson, the Detroit Tigers
manager. is a much-changed man as he prepares to
start another spring training in Florida.

No longer is he the “con” man who never missed a
chance to tell you how good the Tigers would be and
how many games they would win in the long sum-
mer campaign. .

Now he has adopted a new twist. He is displaying
a “father image,” constantly telling the players that
they can do great things along the victory trail — if
they want to.

This big change was noliced when Sparky spoke
at the recent Baseball Writers of America Detroit
chapter annual dinner. The writers, including The
Stroller. figured they were going to get another dose

snowman — snmell:ingrwe will all look at during a
heat wave this August. i

At night, small parties were held inside many
homes. Over cards, drinks and popcorn, the snow
didn't seem so bad after all.

Yes, the difficulties of our snowstorms are real.
But at the same time, that’s the stuff that makes
memories. Someday we may fondly recall with our
friends the great snowstorms of 1982.

& discover
5 Michigan
¢ Bill Stockwell
Did you know that the woman who is believed to
have been the first black woman doctor in the Unit-

ed States graduated from the University of Michi-
gan Medical School in 18857 Sophie Bethens, a na-

* 4 tive of Chatham, Ont., practiced medicine in Atlan-

O taand Kansas City.

of the he had been offering since he be-
came manager.

But Sparky didn't do that.

INSTEAD, IN a serious vein, he emphasized that
this year's Tiger brigade could be just as good as it
wanted to be.

“If they adopt a winning attitude and stick to-
gether, they can be contenders for the title,” he
said. “It will be entirely up to them. They have their
fate in their own hands.”

Looking at Kirk Gibson, he became even more
serious. The former Michigan State star, who had
just been given the Tiger of the Year award by the
writers, was in a jovial mood when Sparky rose to
speak.

“Kirk,"” Sparky said, “you have the opportunity of
a lifetime. You have the potential to be one of the
greatest outfielders the game has ever known.

“They talk of another Mickey Mantle. But you
can surpass him — if you develop the desire to do
so. It is going to be entirely up to you.”

Gibson, surprised by the personal touch of the

j the stroller

W.W. Edgar

moment, stood there with a serious look. like a son
listening to his father. Sparky continued:

“KIRK, YOU are a young fellow. and a lot of
things could happen along the way. But you will
have to make up your mind that vou want to be the
greatest. Then you can reach your potential.’

1t was one of the most solemn moments the base-
ball writers had known in their annual meeting. !_3ul
it portrayed a new Sparky Anderson who is going
south to supervise spring training.

The new Sparky was a far cry from the fellow
who stood in the same spot two vears ago and
proudly boasted that the team would be a pennant
contender that would win 90 games. It was a bold
statement as the Tigers had finished in fifth place.

It is history now that the team didn't win 90
games and finished in fifth place again,

It was the same last season. Even though the
Tigers put on a great spurt in the second half of the
split season, they landed in fifth again in the overall
schedule.

NOW SPARKY Anderson is changing his style.
He no longer boasts about what he will do with the
team. He has put the burden on the players.

“They have the potential to win.” he says with the
voice of a believer, “but it will bé entirely up to $he
players themselves. They must develop the winning
spirit.

“If they don't, well . . . ."

That’s the mood in which he is attacking a new
season. It Will be interesting to see what happens.

r, they have ran up against a brick w.
Their male colleagues refuse to k out in sup.
port of them. The time is long past due thal we
protest this treatment

Now this goes heyond the fact thal the “guys”
resent thal some woman would dare wanl to barge
in an their functions where adol
jokes might be overheard along wi
nate beleh,

FOLKS IN BUSINE!

know that much of it is
‘done over cocktails when persons tend 1o relax. A
casual conversation sometimes leads to a big story,
A phone call from a friendly voice once met over 3
beer often leads to a big inferview. Many times, it
means the difference belween who gets promoted.

I want to see that journalism student given an
equal chance. She would look so much nicer if she
smiled.

How aboul it, guys?
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A kamikaze
view from
an auto plant

Readimg sote pamphlets fron the bidependen
Skitled Trades Councal of the FAW 1 bl the <anm
Teelmp of bewddered horror 1 telt asahut back
World War 11 when 1 rewd of the Japanese ham
kaze pilots

in the last desperate days of (hat wap. Lapanese
volunte were locked into planes loaded with
bombs and sent alolt Because they were going to
die anyway, the Kanukaze plots figared thes naght
as well dive igto an Amerean battlestap and try to
fake a tew hundred Yanks with them

Nevertheless, Todid read entirely through ahe
hateh of leaflels, news Randouts. reprints and coar
toons which a friend who works at the GM Livania
plant g me

That was more than the GM workers are biang
told to do.

According to one UAW skilled trades sheet

“Question: What 1f supervision o the public .l
dress system tells us to go to the audtorim to e
(company) films”

“Answer: Dont go Tell them vow do pat wosh
participate. and if they imsisteall far soun comoe
le st therr aetions

Question: What i they hand ot Iiterataz
“Answer: Tell the you dont want any ot then
propaganda If vou recetve any hiterature deop it
off st the unton work centes Well s o

parbage barrel to collect this material

COND part of the UAW shalled B
L don’t make wage or benefit concessions

“GM wants to inerease its investment capital o
that it can accomphsh two things 1) Fiaanee st
building of automated plants which requine tewer
wuorkers, 2) Fi © ils overseas operations which
wilt build parts for cars sold 1in Ameriea

In other words, UAW members are bemng told any
concessions at the bargaining table won't stave oft
lay and will only be used against them
ke the kamikaze pilot who is going to die any
vou might as well carry a planeload of hombs
ash into an enemy ship

MEANWHILE, the Feb 8 Fortune mugazine
comes up with some shocking numbers abomt the
auto industry: Japanese firms have a cost advan.
tage of $1.300 to $1.700 per car

“Auto industry wages in Japan currently run
about $8 an hour below those in the U.S.” wri
Charles G. Burck in the Feb. 8 article
Catch Up?™

That. of course. means nothing to the UAW
skilled trades leaders. who are saying literally that
wages have absolutely nothing o do with prices.

“The average Japanese compact or subcompact
is assembled in 14 worker-hours. against 33 for the
comparable U.S. car. Building the Japanese engine
requires 2.8 hours against 6.8 for the U.S. engine:
stamping out body parts, 2.9 hours against 9.5.” the
Fortune article goes on.

TO BE FAIR, writer Burck and his sources heap
mounds of criticism on Detroit management for
lavishly wasting money and space on inventory.
kicking around suppliers and failing to appreciate
its workers.

Ford has whacked off 25 percent of its salaried
work force in the U.S. auto business. Chrysler has
cut white-collar staff by haif. and GM is doing a
Y pruning”* of Burck adds.

The stresses on the ordinary plant workers have
to be enormous. They would be smart. however, to
read both GM's and their union leaders’ sides of it.
.Management and labor are in the same boat. It
would be suicidal to blow the other guy out of the
water.




