Plowing on overtime

Weekend snows pile up costs !

By Suzie Rollins Singer
staff writer

Snow and more snow is playing ha- |

voc with the Qakland County Road
Commission's budget.

Some 30,000 tons of salt have been
dumped on Oakland County roads.
That's more than two-thirds the
amount normally used at this time of
year.

* But the cost problem isn't salt but
skyrocketing overtime.

“The cost factor is worse than any
other winter,” said Dennis Pajot, public
information offier for the Qakland
County Road Commission. “We've had
five consecutive weekends of snow
storms and a lot of night work, which
accounts for a lot of overtime pay.”
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inches of snow on the ground, which is
more than Oakland road crews have
seen since 1972.

. On the average, 102 pieces of equip-
ment have been on the roads at any
given time during the last month, up
from the usual 88.

“One thing we're grateful about is
that our equipment isn't breaking
down. We're only suffering from nor-
mal breakdown which is 10 percent.

“We haven't replaced equipment in
the past few years so we're very
lucky,” he added.

LAST FALL 65 road commission em-
ployees were laid off, including about
30 road crewmen. )

“We're training people right and left
to operate the mathines,” he said.

Plowing snow has been the road
crews’ biggest job, and it's getting
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tougher because of huge snowbanks
blocking traffic lanes.

“We usually don’t use our graders in
the winter, but we are now, because
they're better able to push ‘the heavy
snow back,” Pajot said.

“This situation has left us with big-
ge snow banks than usual for the met-
ropolitan area, and we don't have the
big blowers do the job like they do up
north.”

ROAD CREWS head for critical
streets first — those with 40,000 or
‘more vehicles a day — before the snow
stops falling. They are maintaining a
subdivision plowing schedule, but are
not working on overtime there.

“We have over 2,700 miles of road
responsibility, including 251 state trunk
lines like Woodward and the freeways.
This is a 900-square-mile county,” Pa-
jot said.

Melting snow, which turns to water
and salt, are sure to create potholes, all
of which may not be fixed because of
the expense. Because the road commis-
sion is spending so much money on
road crew wages, it may be forced to
cut back on spring repairs.

“We are usually able to repair
potholes in the winter, but we've been
unable ta do that because we're so busy
plowing snow,” Pajot said. “We have
very definitely spent a lot more money
than anticipated on plowing, and if it
continues, there will have to be cut-
backs in the spring.”

THE ROAD Commission asks that
residents refrain from calling its office
unless they spot a serious safely haz-
ard.

‘When plowing driveways, residents
should place their snow on the lawn to
the right of the driveway to minimize
the chances of being plowed in.

Residents may also want to put flags
on mailboxes, 50 crews can spot them.

“If there's a lot of thawing at one
time, they can help by cleaning up the
area around the catch basins,” he said.

Pajot also warned people against:

parking their cars in the roadway,
blocking access for snow plows,

“We call the police about any car left
in the road way and they've been very
cooperative about getting the car
towed away — at the owner’s ex-
pense,” he said.”

Have fun!

'SUMMER DAY CAMP
Roeper City and Gountry School
For children ages 3 thru 11
A co-educational day camp program
for children to
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Roeper City and Country School
Summer Day Camp
- 2180 North Woodward Ave.
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013
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Designed to satisfy your taste for tradition,
“Grand Villa" brings together compatible
18th Century American, English, ltalian, and
French influences. Plan to visit us soon.
Inspect this collection in our idea-provoking
room settings. You'll appreciate the
masterful use of pecan, pewter, glass and
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professional recommendations. And, place
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Michigan’s first Drexel Heritage
Open Tues.. Wed. Sat. 9:30-5:30
FARMINGTON n ANN ARBOR

Mon., Thu., Fr.,9:30-8:00
133300 Stocum Dr. RN 3601 Plymouth Ad.
476-7272__ OPEN SUNDAY 12-4 IN ANN ARBOR ONLY! 995-9095

done while
included.

£36.0973

Learn polish and pizazz, become a member of our

TEEN FASHION PANEL !

Say T love you”

ith

from

' CONNOLLY'S

Young men and women between the ages of 12 and 20 who want
to learn about fashion, retailing and related fields are eligible.
Have fun while learning, gain valuable modeling experience, make
every moment count as you serve with a distinguished panel of
peers on Twelve Oaks Teen Fashion Panel. Meet retailing and

blank below with a $5.00 registration fee to: Twelve Oaks Mall
Management Office, 27500 Novi Rd., Novi, MI 48050 by Friday,
February 12, 1982.
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Up and Coming . . .
*Twelve Oaks Mall

Located on Novi Road, North of 1-96
Hours are: 10:00 a.m, - 9:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday
Phone (313) 348-9400

Sunday Noon - 5:00 p.m.
Stroller Rental Available
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Choose from 60 names in-stock for Immediate delivery including; Alice, Amy, Ann. Barbara, Beth, Betty,
Beuerly, Brenda, Canmen, Carol. Cathy, Cheryl, Chris, Cindy, Debbie, Denise, Diane, Donna, Dorothy,
Ellen, Gail, Gloria, Helen, Jackie, Jan, Jane, Jean, Jennifer, Joan, Joanne, Judy, Julie, Karen, Kathy,
Laura, Linda, Lisa, Liz, Lynn, Margie, Maria, Mary, Michelle, Nancy, Pam, Pat, Paula, Peggy. Phyllis, Rose,

Ruth, Sandy, Sharon, Sheila, Shirley, Sue, Susan, Terri, Vicki.

Save on our entire selection of Bridal Sets, Pendants. Earrings.
Rings & Bracclets Specially priced from $49.95 to $10.000.00
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