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Amsterdam

Sex, shoes and hot dogs — all att
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The i of barter at 's giant

flea market, which includes tables of china, erystal and knick-knacks.
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- SALE PRICES THRU SAT. FEB.13

» BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 7540 WOODWARD at Square Lake 338-0803
« BIRMINGHAM: 101 TONNSEND corner of Pierce 844-5950
+ MT. CLEMENS: 1216 S. GRATIOT ' » Mike North ol 16 Mile 483-3820
« LIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TELEGRAPH at leflries Fwy. 534-8200
« FARMINGTON: 34189 GRAND RIYER east of Orake 477-2528
« ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW West of US. 23 973-9340
« FLINT: 4261 MILLER R, across from Gesesee Valley 732-5560
« EAST DETROIT: 72301 KELLY RD. between 8 and 9 Mile 778-7020
« FARMINGTON HILLS: 21547 CRCHARD LAXE RO. at 12 Mile Rd. 553-8585
« SUGAR LOAF: at Sugar Luaf Shi Area . Traverse ity 220-6700

. VISA » MASTER CARD » AMERICAN EXPRESS * DINERS

OPEN EVENINGS 'TiL 9. SAT. 10-5:30.

will enjoy the biggest rummage

sale of them all: the flea market

at Amsterdam. The slogan of
this Dutch city is “Surprising Amster-
dam,” and some of the things you see
will surprise even the chamber of com-
merce.

A Dutch housewife paws through a
pile of shoes for a mate to the red one
she holds in her hand. Across the
square, a young American buys a fur
coat to warm him through the winter.
At the pornography stalls, a well-
dressed businessman stares at four-col-
or magazine pictures. *

There are tables of brass and copper
and china, piles of clothes on the cold
concrete, a Dutch version of a hot dog
stand, and a flim-flam man who gives
away watches for a quarter of a dollar,
or whatever handful of coins that
makes in Dutch money.

The goods come in on motorized
carts, each sack holding somebody's
life. “They” say that every man could
write a novel out of his own life, and
there it is in a sack opened before a
greedy and curious crowd: the pair of
baby’s shoes, the child's painting, the
box of silver spoons and $0 years of an-
cient clothes.

IF YOU' LIKE garage sales, you

WHEN A bargainer finds a real
prize, bystanders don't need to under-
stand the Janguage to know what is
going on. Her voice offers, the seller's
voice rises, she shouts back in disbelief,
and so the international language of
barter goes on.

The participants in this drama are
working people, women with shopping
baskets, young men with long hair and
beards, old men in old hats.

A toothless old man with a few
things on the ground speaks to me in

- Dutch and soon we are deep in what
might be called conversation about un-
employment, the war and the good life.
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Mostly we talk with our hands and
our feet, but I know a few words of
German and he knows a few words of
English, so we manage to communi-
cate. When I am ready to move on, he
struggles to leave me with a compli-
ment: “You nice lady, you go nice trip
airplane. You come back.”

T repay him with the only Dutch
word ¥ have learned in my brief stay. It
sounds like dankyuvell, and I hope
that's what it means.

THERE IS no such conversation at
the sex stalls where a few young cou-
ples join a silent huddle of dark busi-
ness suits standing with a rigid casual-
ness before magazine covers showing
such exciting things as women being
whipped with chains. These shops can
be found all over Amsterdam, although
there are always more lookers than
buyers.

Specialization is the trademark of
this flea market. This stall specializes
in brutalized sex, but to right and left
there is great variety. A long row of
hardware stalls. A table of old wooden
skates. Racks of ancient guns. Persian
necklaces, old lamps, a basket of used
hypodermie needles, bicycles and plen-
ty of places four lunch if you're willing
to try new foods.

A smiling fat lady and a harried-
looking man sell rolls filled with chick-
en or fish at a trailer, and when she
sees me watching the food hungrily,
she waves a roll under my nose.

She understands my “was ist" but
she cannot reply in anything but Dutch
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Mini-Vacation Weekend
1 Night $99. e 2 Nights $169.
Included ere: Deluxe Inn room, Cheese

Cocktaits, Dinner Allowance, Breakfast of Brunch nd mare.

Tennis Weekend
1 Night $120. e 2 Nights $196.
end Sausage Board, Champagne,

{On package plan}

In Detroit call (313)
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For reservations of more infarmation
cail Toll free in Michig

-B00-292-5028
963-3242

discount on the above packages.

Fly by Day

THERE & BACK FROM

TAMPA SAT.

DEP RET  US.
Apr.i7  Apr.2482  $169
Apr.24  May182  $169
Mayl May882  $160
May8 Mayi582  $169
May1s May2282 3169
May22 May2982 $169
May2) June582  $169
Junes  June128z  s19  Moclude

TORONTO

Ing at the Sheraton Centre.

FROM
4 ral. Deluse lodg-

Harbour Castle, Roval York.
FT. LAUDERDALE SUN.  The Westin, Plaza 1l. The West ot
bury. Holiday Inn {downtown). pevsan,
DEP RET Us.  Carltoa Lo, The King Edward and more.
Feb.14 Feb.2182 ~ $189
Feb.28 Mar.782  $189 MONTREAL Hockey Weekend
a7 Marm bt T B ntensd 00
Man28 AprAS2  $I8)  ece——— —
Apr.d4 - Apr.1182 5189 1982 WORLD'S FAIR from
Apr.18  Apr.2582  $189 Knoxvillexw o i §
Apr.25  May28y 189 g SV,

CHICAGO FROM $79 » NEW YORK CITY
FROM $329 - QUEBEC CITY FROM

ALSO TOURS TO

$189 - SKI TOURS FROM $129

Ol

caL 963-8787

R YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT

(S,F.Ro-6B. *88)* * 15C

he big daddy of rummage sales

s0 she makes signs to help me under-
stand and we decide on what sounds
like “broodje gehat.” It is a hot dog
bun with tiny shrimps smothered in
pepper and mayonnaise. It is delicious.

AS WE EAT, I see the flim-flam man
selting up his table in the only cleared
space left in that acre of conerete, near
the rack where young travelers buy fur
coats for the winter.

The table is up in one motion, the
stacked trays come out of a suitcase
like magic and the people gather one
by one to hear his chatter.

They smile in disbelief because they
know he is a con man, but it is fun to be
near him so they stay, and sooner or
later they buy. I cannot understand the
words but the meaning is clear enough.

“Who will buy the first watch of the
day for a guilder? Old lady, I love you,
come here and let me give you this pin.
Don't be shy. See how she blushes. Now
isn't she the pretliest lady here? What's
this? A boy without a pen in his pocket.
Agift, a gift.” N

By now, the one-by-one have made a
crowd pressing forward with a special
look on each face: “I know you will
cheat us, and naturally I am too smart
to be cheated, but . . . well . . . maybe
it is a good buy just this one time." N

T DO NOT buy, except for a very
small brooch, because § am in the mar-
ket looking for something else. Memo-
ries. [ brought thern all home as gifts to
myself, the Dutch farmer, the broodje
maker, the flim-flam man.

Even when you talk with your hands
and your feet, you can really get to
know a city at a flea market.
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A housewife paws through a pile
of shoes, looking for a mate.
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SUPER APEX FARES

Spring Fare
Til June 1

BRUSSELS  *575.
LONDON %14/
FRANKFURT *599.

“TILAPRIL 1

Summer Fare
Til Sept. 1

*607.
$700.
671.

GUARANTEED AIRFARE! Save now on your spring
and summer Europe trip. Protect yourself from airline
fare increases. Reserve and purchase your ticket NOW
and be guaranteed the fare. Prices subject to change
without notice and booking rules do apply. Call the
experts now..Serving Europe travelers for over 100
years. We also have Eurail Passes and Britrail passes.

10% FARE INCREASE MARCH 1st

BIRMINGHAM 280 N. woo'DWARDThomas
647-7750 c00k
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SOUTHFIELD 27777 FRANKLIN RD.
353-1470

Making a world of difference. All over the world.




