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Wallpaper shot
“a good weapon

Mike Yellen, a Southfield native,
is a member of the Ektelon-spon-

1a and try to scoop the ball off the wall
and up to the ceiling instead of trying
to hit it. if difi

sored pr racq

.team. He is currently among the
top-ranked players on the pro tour.
His column on racquetball will ap-
pear periodically in the Observer &
‘Eccentric sports pages.

. The wallpaper ball — it's one of the
most racquet-twisting, knuckle-scrap-
ing experiences in racquetball. When
your opponent is on the receiving end,
it's great. But when you are, it's pure
frustration. f

A wallpaper ball can be simply de-
fined as a shot that travels very close
to the side wall on the way to the back
.wall. There is nothing simple about this
shot, however, regardless of which side
of it you're on.
. The wallpaper ball can travel
toward the back wall.at any height.
Usually it comes off the front wall at a
perfectly acceptable height and pace
that, if placed a couple of-inches closer
to center court, would make it a plum.
But a player has only about a one-in-
five chance of making a decent return
of a wallpaper ball.

- IT MAY BE slow or it may be high,
but the ball is so close to the side wall
that it allows no room for error in a
player's swing.

Often, a player faced with a wallpa-
per shot will try to hit it too hard, hop-
ing to overcome the ball’s contrariness
by blasting it off the wall. Even if he
hits the ball (which seldom happens),
the player can't hope to control his shot
under such difficult circumstances. The
result is an easy return for his oppo-
nent. °

Another aggravating characteristic
of the walipaper shot is its unpredicta-
bility. The ball may hug the wall all the
way into the backcourt, then, just as
you are about to hit it, knick the wall
slightly and jump out.

This kind of behavior can send you
up the wall, but you can improve your
chances of a decent return if you keep
your cool.

. YOU DON'T HAVE to change shots
for a wallpaper return, just attitude.
When you see the ball sliding back
along the wall, it should be a signal to
switch into low gear.

Make up your mind that you are
going to hit a ceiling ball, because any
attempt at an offensive return will
probably get you into trouble.
~ Also realize that you will not have a
full swing because the wall is going to
be in the way. Position yourself far
away enough from the wall so that if
the ball does jump out you will be able
to handle it.

- Think of your racquet as a big spatu-

St. Mary’s tops Spring Arbor

. David Jones, a sophomore guard
from Ann Arbor, scored 18 points Sa-
trurday to pace Orchard Lake St.
Mary's College to a 71-57 win over
Spring Arbor College. The win boosted
‘coach Tim Domke's OLSM crew to 14-

b.
* Craig Blackwell scored 13 points for

_position.
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driform-shaped racquets work best on
this particular shot because their heads
are flatter ant, therefore, slide better
along the side wall. .

More important than the shape of the
racquet is the emphasis on control in
your stroke.

ALTHOUGH THE WALLPAPER
ball is easy to describe, it is difficult to
execute. It may be the hardest shot to
make in racquetball, so yow'll have to
put in extra practice time.

That's the bad news about the wall-
paper shot. The good news is that it can

Bowling is a game of togetherness. Stringing strikes or combining games
for high scores is the secret to a successful game.

Jerry Weaver is one who is well aware of this secret. v

Out at Country Lanes in Farmington Hills, Weaver strung together 11-
straight strikes for a 290 game in the Thursday St. Paul's Men's League. In

the first frame, the 154-average bowler left a 10 pin and easily picked up .

the spare.

Word got around the lanes quickly because Friday night Dave Tarbet
started stringing strikes in the Westlake Mixed League. After the flurry
finished, Tarbet had a 278 game and a 747 series.

- And, in the Country Girls League, Eliene Day assembled a few strikes and
ot a 248.

& AT SOUTHFIELD’S Drakeshire Lanes; Maureen Burns and Dallas Foster

heard about the “stringing strikes™ secret. Burns had a 269, and Foster

rolled a 259 in the Lads and Lassies League.

In the Hearthstone Mixed League, Rich McNair decided to get a better
look at his game. Instead of wearing his contact lenses, McNair put on his
glasses and rolled games of 223, 207 and 248 for a 678.

AT NORTH HILL Lanes in Rochester, a couple of guys in the Friday
Nighter's League must have some kind of competition going.

Steve Golding and Bernie Yarbrough each started with seven-straight
strikes. But it was Golding who eventually came out on top as he made a
spare, then continued to strike the rest of the way for a 276. He also had

games of 234 and 206 for 2.716 series.

Yarbrough finished with a 257 and a 624 series. |

Bob Whitwell combined a 222, 223 and 253 for a 698 series, while Brian
Beirkamp had games of 199, 247 and 202 for a 648. Gary Lallair was close
to Beirkamp with a 205, 239 and 203 for a 647.

In the Wednesday Night Bill Fox Classic League, Dennis Dean started
stringing strikes for a 278 and 695 series. Vic Church had a 256 game and
beat Dean on totals with a 698. Dave Kiastia had a 252,

Marijanne Scott stayed right up there with the men as she shot a 258 in the
Tuesday Rochester Women's League. Scott finished with a fine 612 series.

AT WEST BLOOMFIELD Lanes, a husband-and-wife team delivered
quite a one-two punch Friday night. Steve and Debbie Gawlik were right on
the mark. Steve had a 277, while Debbie rolled a 226.

PLUMB HOLLOW LANES in Southfield was hot last week. It was team-
work all the way as the five-member group — Tim Major, Greg Krogol,
Gary Piasecki, Chuck Mallon and Gino Mlot — called Lane Tax Service shot
2 1009 team game Monday night. |

On Wednesday, it was the women'’s turn. Debbie Stanbury, a 127-average
bowler, had a 461 series. Teammate Vicki Crawford, who has a 147 aver-
age, belted out a 560 series including games of 193 and 210.

5 Ruth Anne Crawford (145 average) helped out with a 177 and 173 for a
60 series.

put your opponent in a very difficult

You can't hit wallpaper shots with
the frequency of your other shots, but
you can improve your chances for this
point-winner with proper attention to
your down-the-line drives.

You don't have to be right against
the side wall to have your shot rebound
close to it, although closer is better.
Even a crosscourt pass can come off
the front wall as wallpaper. It's a ques-
tion of how it goes into the front wall.

Unfortunately, I can't tell you how to
hit the ball so that it comes off the
front wall as wallpaper every time.
The angles will change, depending
where you are on the court. The only
way to become acquainted with them is
through practice and play.

INCORPORATING MORE down-
the-line drives into your game strategy
will increase your chances of hitting a .
wallpaper ball, and a familiarity with
this shot can't hurt your game, espe-
cially in service returns.

Just concentrate on putting the ball
as low and close to the side wall as pos-
sible. If it comes off as a low pass, fine.
1f it comes off as wallpaper, so much
the better.

Alternate your down-the-line drives
with erosscourt drives just to keep your
opponent off-balance, These shots will
work either backhand or forehand and
should be executed with the normal
backhand or forehand stroke.

As with any passing shot, you want to
be careful that you don’t put so much
angle on the ball that it comes off the
‘side wall into center court, giving your
opponent an easy return.

In summary, the most important
point to remember is to keep your head
and control of your racquet regardless
of which end of a wallpaper ball you're

on.

When returning wallpaper, play it
safe and hit a ceiling ball. On offense,
go for it. You may get lucky and, with
wallpaper, luck can be the difference
between success and failure.

the winners, and 6-foot-7 Mark Sulek
had 11 points and 19 rebounds.

Reno Taylor scored 20 points for
Spring Arbor, and Dean Lorkwood had
16.

OLSM led at halftime, 34-27. Siena
Heights comes to Orchard Lake for a 4
p.m. game on Thursday.
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“Like My Latest Creation?”
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sofily litTiffany lamp, or the sparkle o
glassdoorinyour home. Delphi Stained Glass can
teach you lo make valuable windows and decorator
itemsatafraction of their cost. It's eosy!

jow,a |
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Stopbyor calltoenrallnour sweek

BeginningStalned Glass Class — $25

Delphi Stained Gloss offers:
Profassional instructors
Glass, tools, & moterials . . .
Diretlion for your creativityl

ond

1073€. LongLoke Rd.,
Troy, Ml (nthotangiatePiaroy
528-1687

6018N. Woyne Rd.

GLASS

“America’ssource for stoined glass” |

1ass.

PINE LUMBER’S

THOMAS EDISON’S
BIRTHDAY SALE

LIGHT BULB
GIVE - AWAY

60, 75 & 100 WATT
SOFT WHITE
4 BULB PACKAGE

$1.00 pxo.prce
£1.00 s
“FRE

QUR BEST

Reg. *1.27

i1 COST
TOYOU

MANUF,
REBATE
LmIT
© 2PER
CUSTOMER

STUD GRADE

2x4-8'

STUDS

ELECTRICAL

ROMEX WIRE
12-2WG

250 327 .49*
14-2WG

250 $18.95*

WATER HEATERS

JACKSON 30 GAL.
* AUTOMATIC GAS
* FULLY GLASS LINED
+ 5.YR. LIMITED WARRANTY

Reg. $141.00

2'x2' BRAVADA

$3.09:.

2'x4’ FAIRMONT

52.95:.

2'x4’ TEXTURED

- 52,155,

CcDX
SHEATHING

PLYWOOD
SHEATHING

1 n
4x8-'/2
Reg. °8.29

SWITCHES
BROWN or IVORY

RECEPTACLES
BROWN or IVORY -

GARBAGE
DISPOSALS

h
BADGER |
* '3 HP
* VIBRATION FREE
® SELF-SERVICE WRENCH
Reg. *45.85

Our Best Quality Paints
FLAT
DECORATION

3" '|99‘
‘ 399

Reg.

$17.19 OFF

Reg.
$20.15

G?IGHION
DETROIT
FENTON
LINCOLN PARK
MT. CLEMENS
OWOSS0
REDFORD
SOQUTHFIELD
SOUTH LYON

CASHWAY
LUMBER

Our low prices,
help y wi make it.

Umnca
WATERFORD
YPSILANTI

Carery

Some items may not be aveilable at all locations. All items Cash &
Sale items marked with

. 48075 Van Dyke

227-1831
368-1800
629-3300
386-5177
4692300
723.8911
937-9111
353.2570
437-4161
739.7463
666-2450
481-1500

525 Main S1.
5311 £. Nevodo
14375 Torrey Rd.
3255 Forr St.

-5 5. Groesbeck
1315 Main St
12222 Inkster Rd.
22800 W. 8 Mile
20801 Pontiac Trail

OPEN:
Mon. thru Thurs.
8o.m.to5p.m.

Saturday
8a.m.todp.m.
sundoy
0o.m.to3p.m.

PRICES GOOD-
THRU FEB. 10-16

7374 Highland Rd.
629 N. Huron




