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Fear can be healthy
as well as destructive

I was talking with a friend over
Iunch. He said -that be believes that

many people today are afraid of the fu- ° sij
»pu:tmfeelawaand(wmthefacenf

ture. “If there is anything they

'y experi-
ence, it is fear,” be suggested. “They -
believe that our major institutions are .

out of control.”

We all have times during which we
experience -fear. The continued arms
rdce is a reason for fear. The drift of
our economy produces worry. Unem-

ployment is a harsh reality. We can .
worry about our health, Parents can |

fear for their children’s future.

. Worry and fear are not new to the
human condition. No society has had
such reason for security and comfort.

) : Yet fear and worry are with us. Often *

they seem to overwhelm us.
Religion teaches us to trust in a lov-
| ing and caring God. Those who deal
with life from a faith perspective work
at tephmng fear with trust.

’I'BERE ARE THREE basic mean-
ings for the word ‘fear.’ Fear usually
means pa.mc, the idea of running away.

Fear is- also understood in a general -

way as the opposite of courage. Lastly, -

fearm mean the expenence of awe or

ln the Blbhul record; fear is almost
always described as the reaction peo-
ple bave when they experience God in
action, It happens when one finds them-
self in the face of what Rudlph Otto
calls “the wholly other.”

Such is the helpful’ meaning of fear
for a person of faith. It is a pesitive
meaning. It is like the image which the
film industry tries to convey when they
produce movies about creatures from
other planets. My son who watches
such movies tells me that the films are

usually not very convincing. Religious
people also bave largely forgotten the
cance of awe. Seldom do we ex-

God's action.

WILLIAM BARCLAY states that
there can be no religion without rever-
ence. Fear in ils useful meaning of awe
and reverence, can inspire. It can

- motivate people to change in a positive
manner. It can counteract the worship ~

of man which often leads us into fear.

The words of Swinburne, “glory to
man in the highest, for man is the mas-
ter of things,” show the opposite view.
‘We can only reflect how such a view
could lead Hitler’s super race.

Only when our awe is properly
placed in relation to God do we see its
benefit. Only then will we find courage
to face what we most
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fear.

THERE IS a destructive side to fear.

. This side is counteracted by an ade-

quate religious faith. This negative fear
is the result of evil doing. It is the fear
of dying. It is the fear produced by le-
galism. It s fear tht has to do with pun-

. ishment. It it a fear which produces

cowardice and the decision nct to stand
for what is right.

The writer of I John in the Bible,
gives an anwser to our destructive fear |

when he says, “Pérfect love casts out
fear.” Such a resource will be helpful
to us in a day in which we seem to mul-
tiply destructive fear.

. In descovering' the difference be- |
tween destructive fear and a proper re- |

ligious meaning we can build our confi-
dence and our hope in the future.

Older workers expected
to become more common

e

ey ‘5‘ ctirernent will make older work-
‘érs*ihcreasingly important to Ameri-
can business and industry, two special-
ists on aging predict in a University of
Michigan publication.

Lois Farrer Copperman and Fred D.
Keast of the Institute on Aging at Port-
land State University in Oregon, say
that firms which will be

zas U.S. population ages

agmg population and the econom-"

“IN SHORT, demographic, social
and economic changes in the United
States are converging
which will accord the older worker a
role of increasing importance in the la-
bor market. For these reasons, mana-
gers in the next decades will face the
need to improve their firm’s attractive-
ness w older employees
also

their employment of older workers
should begin now to develop appropri-
ate policies.

‘Writing in Human Resource Manage-
ment, a quarterly publication of the U-
M Graduate School of Business Admin-
istration, Copperman and Keast say

*  that “we are entering a period of tran-
sition in the population which will
gradually but surely change the face of
American labor.”

“One of the most fundamental and
unrecognized challenges facing mana-
gers today involves preparing for the
worker of tomorrow. This worker will
be older than today’s applicant and
may require employment and remun-
erative policies which are considered
experimental today.”

The article says that today’s college
graduates are the last of the baby boom
generation to enter the labor market:

“Throughout the 1980s the numbér of
new, young entrants will drop sharply
to levels well below anything the Unit-
ed States has experienced in the recent
past. By the year 2,000, slightly more
than half of the worhng -age popiation
will be concentrated between the ages
of 36 and 54; individuals between the
ages of 20 and 34, who now comprise 45
percent of the labor force, will account
for less than 35 percent. Because the

pil’hclpauon rate of women in the'la-

bor force is already high, the labor sup-
ply avallable to employers will be in-
of

with previous work experience.

.

will help keep olrler warkers in the ac-
tive labor market, the autbors explain.

“It is reasonable to anticipate that
inflation’s impact on fixed. income
flows will promote the lengthened
worklife of older labor force partici-
pants. Since one of the most important
predictors of attitude toward retire-
ment is the anticipated standard of liv-
ing in retirement, employees contem-
plating retirement in a period of dou-
ble-digit inflation may well decide to
continue on the job.”

More than at any time in the recent
past, the authors add, “continued work
now constitutes not just an alternative
to retirement but also the most readily
manipulable means by which most
workers can Improve the potential
quality of their later years.

Copperman and Keast conlude that *

“it is well within the realms of proba-
bility that both the demand for and the
supply of older workers will expand
through the years to come.” )

“In this context; two fundamental
questions face employers today: ‘How
can I best take advantage of these
cnanges?’ and ‘How can I make them
pay?’

in a manner |
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who would otherwise need

creating or

volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau has weekly listings of volun-
teer opportunities. -Further infor-
mation about these and other volun-

-teer needs at over 200 agencies may
be obtained by calling the bureau at
6427272, Any non-profit organiza-’

week. Hours are flexible.

mlnghzm The mental health agency

tion needing
‘may call the buseau.

volunteers toupdate and
files. The bours are from 10 2.m. to 3;
pm. Wednesdays or Fridays. A ‘mini-
‘' mum of fourhwnpu-veﬂurquest-l
ed. .

MAILING AIDE - The Nationall
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2 mall collator to arrange assemble:
O and transport special mailings. Person-;

“One answi ismrecnntlbo from Bevwlylide Z
e answe I 0 recrut labor i CLARENCEVILLE UNITED METHODIST ——
Emeyman 300 Wit Lo
E"a_fe' Make the job more attractive g Pastor Gerald Fisher 4743444 \§ SONN\RZ ////
retirement and keep the employee WORSHIP: WQI:D ! | S st vions Servee 545 pm Youn Heennas
Key £ success in this eodeavar es in | (Huree thea i S T S Srvce | 7om e deen e
’ and Minister: John W. Bray Nursery Provided at Al Servces . {j
remunerative policies so as to enhance . .
their specific appeal to older workers.”
0y FRANKLIN - = = fheCmgngﬂiWﬁi
COMMUNITY * 2 -
i P - Brightmoor Tabernacle g (Shurhof
On The Village Green ’ 26555 Franktin Rd. » Southfield Mi Bt and Wity uce.
WOQROSOH:P dsg:z\‘IIsCE: * "U1'696 & Telograph - Just West of Holday Inn) E A o a Woodword ot Cronbrack
:{ N B Barbera Sincl
able volunteers are needed one day per CHURGH ScHgoL: Sunday School - 9:45 AM Worship Service 11:00 AM B Perens g Bloomfelg Hils
~ o0} Celgbration of Praise: 6:30 PM -
(o8 Carm provided) Wednesday: Adult Prayer & Praise-Youth Service 7:30 PM M| vortiokCurhon ra.
COMMON GROUND - Volunteers. || 11:15-Chiidren & Youth . - | MreryCosbotibars -
with good communications skills are_ YOUTH FELLOWSHIP: !A Charismatic Church wm p'oalé d% many glll?mlnllwnl worship together| The Rev. Charles 0. Erickson
needed by Common Ground in Bir- o SHOPM mas E. astor | coroi0. Grim™

needs a to greet cli-'
enh and answer phm Different time -
shifts are available. Resource develop-
ment workers with good phone inter-
view skills are needed to do research
for the agnecy. llom are flexible.

SENIOR (!I‘I'IZENS Men and wor-+
‘en 60 and older are needed by Catholic
Social Services of Oakland County as - -
volunteer Foster Grandparents and
Senlor Companions. The agency pro-
vides 'transportation ‘and orientation.
There are some benems for low-in-
come volunteers.




