® BACK GAME STRATEGY

In the example, black rolls 1-6. Black
has the doubling cube at 2. What is
black’s move? o

SE—

backgammon
- Michael Kloidp

r of the Amencan Backgammon Club

Black must enter white's home board
on the 1 point. For the 6 move, there
are only two options — to hit or play
saf

e,
1t is tempting for black to hit the

white.blot on the 10 point with a check-
er from the 4 point. However, if black
-hits white, he will have to abandon the
4 point — leaving a blot and giving up
a strong holding point, which later

could prove fatal.

If you are contemplating hitting
. white on the 10 point, you must first
. .consider the advantages and disadvan-
u tages. With white holding a five-point

broken prime and black having a weak

home board, hitting white would not
; exactly benefit black at this time. So
; the natural play would be for black to
. move any one of the outer board check-
, ers, preferably from the 9 to the 3
. point.

One important key to winning back-
gammon is to recognize when it is
proper to hit and when you should pass

- upachanee to hit.
©  To the average player, passing up an
- opportunity to hit may not make sense,
. but consider this: By hitting white,
. black would actually be helping white's
- timing. By slowing white's forward
progress, white would be able to main-
* tain his five-point prime until he brings
- home the hit checker.
. In the interim, white may close the
. newly opened 4 point or the open 1

point for a strong home board. Black
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then would lose his second anchor in
white's home board, which is key for
the back game stretegy. Black would
do best to wait for another opportunity
to hit after he has fortified his home

. ‘You may be asking what will happen
if white does not leave amother shot.
‘With black owning the 2 and 4 points,
the odds dictate that white should leave
another shot while bearing in. But the
pressure is still on black to hit and con-
tain white,

As long as black can hold the 2 and 4
points, white could also leave a shot
while bearing off; this is possible be-
cause black has a fifth checker back to
help black preserve his timing. Since
black owns the doubling cube, once he
hits white he could be in position to re-
double white out of the game with a
strong home board.

Black’s back game pasition is not in-
fallible, by any means. If white leaves
a shot, black may still miss the hit. But
that’s what makes backgammon excit-
ing to play.

For more information, contact
the American Backgammon Club at
455-7798 or write to Box 599, Plym-
outh MI 48170.

Tom Panzenhagen _

8.p.m. Friday end al
Redford Theatre, 17360 Lahser at
Grand River, phone 537-1133, $2.
Running time 91 minutes. (Organ
overture begins at 7:30.)

To call this a bouncy musical w:?g:
be an understatement. Marilyn Mol
and Jane Russel star as two gals from
Little Rock, of all places, who make a
big splash: in Paris society. JOnce
they've seen these farm girls, how are
you going to keep 'em down in Paris?
An amusing film, thanks largely to

: i

Howard Hawks' capable direction.
Rating: $2.75.

“A Touch of Class” (1973), 8 pm.
today on Ch. 9. Originally 105 min-
utes.

It's hard to tell what this would-be
comedy of manners and mores first set
out to accomplish. At times it's remini-
scent of the screwball comedies that,
typically, starred Cary Grant and Irene
Dunne (“The Awful Truth,” 1937). At

other times, it resembles the mindless,
James Garner-Doris Day sex farces of
'50s.

1t's often plodding, seldom funny and
ultimatley a bore. Stars George Segal
and Glenda Jackson seem to enjoy
themselves, but the humor does not
find its way to the viewer. Incredibly,
Jackson won an Oscar for best actres
for her role, and the film was nomi-
nated for best picture. Rating: $2.20.

°
“Beach Party” (1963), 2:30 Friday

night on Ch. 4. Originally 101 min-
utes.

Here’s the granddaddy of the
“Beach” pictures that would spawn
such sequels as “Bikini Beach” and
“Beach Blanket Bingo,” Starring such
headliners as Dorothy Malone, Bob
Cummings, Morey Amsterdam, Harvey
Lembeck, Don Rickles, Paul Lynde and

_even Buster Keaton. Of course Frankie

and Annette (that's Avalon and Funi-
cello for you non-sufers) got sand be-
tween their toes in all the pictures, Im-
agine the societal frame of mind that
made such films popular less than 20
years ago. Rating: $2.50.
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THE KNIGHTS DEN

Located in the MONAGHAN K of C BUILDING
THIS WEEKS SPECIALS
+THURS: ALL YOU CAN EAT $3.55
Brised Rocad Suak, Chicken Chasse, Soubern Style Cacish, Noodles Alftedo

RI: Scperb Seafood
*SAT: Chef's Own Broiled Filet with Saaxe Charooe
*Sun.—All You Can Eat, with all different entrees.

19801 FARMINGTON RD. BETWEEN 7 & 8 MILE - LIVONIA
478-1919 or 476-8385 Hours: 11:30 - 2:30 Dinges 59 _Sunday 39
———
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5p.m.-2a.m.

425-8530

Mon.-Fri. 11-2 a.m.;
32826 W. FIVE MILE - LIVONIA
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Banquet Facilities
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*3.00 |
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‘Amenican Express. VISA. Master Charge Accepled

29703 W. SEVEN ML
TROUBLE PUTTING on fitted sheets? Try LIVONIA
putting them on diagonally...that is, oppo-

site corners first..the remaining corners 477-9077
will fit with ease. Sell something with ease
when you use an Observer & Eccentric Ad.

:
Breakfiast Special
Super Specials Can't Be Beat
For You Early Moming Risers
Served Monday thru Friday

7.amto 11am .
T R :
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