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By Tim Richard
staff writer

“Softér. The last part — it's got to be

. light,” says violinist Gordon Staples to
the Oakway Symphony Orchestra:

N Staples, Conductor Francesco DiBla-

si and the orchestra were rehearsing

the final fireworks of the Tchaikovsky-

Concerto for Violin and Orchestra, one
of the monumental works for that in-
, Strument.

‘The crowd-pleasing final movement
is so vousing that orchestra members
want to play loudly.

“It cant be loud or they won't hear
the fiddle,” says Staples.

DiBlasi agrees. Though he stands on
a podium with the soloist on one side
and the orchestra spread out in a 180-
degree are in front of him, DiBlasi can
tell how it will sound in the last row of
an auditorium. “Piano,”_he repeéats to

the orchiestra, referring not to the key- .

board instrument but the italian musi-
cal word meaning to play softly.

IT WILL COME together by 3 p.m.
March 14 in the auditorium of South-
field Lathrup High School, 12 Mile west
of Southfield Road. -

The program will open with Weber’s
overture to “Der Freischutz,” closing

‘Man for All Sea

Performances of “A Man for All
Seasons” by Robert Bolt continue
through March 21 at Meadow Brook
Theatre on the Oakland University
campus near Rochester. For ticket

* information call 377-3300.

By Helen Zucker
special writer

Meadow Brook Theatre’s production
of Robert Bolt’s “A Man for All Sea-
sons” is a marvel. Director Charles

with Schubert's “Unfinished” Sympho-
ny and Ginaster’s Prelude to the Creole
“Faust.”

The Tchaikovsky concerto has come
to be associated with Staples, whose
full-time job is concertmaster of -the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra. “I've
played that prece more than any other
concerto,” said Staples, who will give a
repeat performance soon when DSO
visits Battle Creek.

“I make it part of my daily routine,”
he said. “I gef different sections into
my fingers each day.

“It's physically taxing. The first
movement, from the cadenza on, is all
fiddle playing. The first movement is a
big endurance feat. Pyrotechnical.”

Staples will cut some measures in
the final movement, measures that are
probably redundant. “They’re standard
cuts, all sanctioned by Tchaikovsky.

‘The only time you play it all the way
is If you're trying to prove something

" or impress somebody.”

During a rehearsal break, a listener
noted that Jascha Heifetz makes more
cuts in the final movement than (say)
Nathan Milstein. Staples nodded: “I
make about the same cuts as Heifetz."

‘WHEN DOES a young violinist begin
learning the difficult Tchaikovsky con-

review

Nolte and the entire cast have got a
firm grasp on the complexities and
moral ambiguities that lie at the heart
of Bolt's imaginative, intelligent play.
“A Man for All Seasons” is the
smoothest .production of the year. The
cast is letter perfect. Exits and en-

.to stop the seratching.

Staplés to pei?f(‘)rm/Tch‘ikovs-lcy‘c’oncerto

certo? Before or after the Brahms,

and Paganini concertos?

“It doesn't matter,” said Staples.
“You need a very sound background in
the material before starting any of
them.” He rattled off a list of scales
and exercise books a violinist would
need to master before tackling the ma- "
jor virtuoso concertos. *

“Some instruments you can learn in
six years. Violin, it takes six years just

“You have to start young,” he said.
Staples held up both hands, stretching
back his thumbs. The left thumb
stretched back about 20 degrees fur-
ther than the right.

Staples started the violin at 6. By 14
he was performing as a staff soloist on
the CBC network. He was concertmas-
ter (first-chair violin) with the New Or-
leans Philharmonic before coming to
the DSO in 1955.

YOUTH. The subject gets Staples
waxing enthusiastic, non-stop.

“It's great for every kid to study an
instrument. Develops good work habits.
1t's like learning another language.

“Most kids are not into heavy think-
ing before the age of 12. An instrument
can get them into something heavy.”

Please turn to Page 13C

trances, the moving of minimal props
are nearly invisible. The joints fit and
the play moves, seamless and whole,
toward the inevitable end. It’s totalling
engrossing theater..

Donald Ewer is tremendously effec-
tive as The Common Man. As More’s
servant Matthew, as a ferryman, jailer,
plain citizen looking for a few shillings,
Ewer is both diligent and deliberately *
looking the other way when it serves
his purposes.

Ewer is
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Staples stretches the left thumb as he plays the vio-
lin. Staples, a Bloomfield Hills resident, will appear

as, soloist with the Oakway Symphony Orchestra on
March 14 at Southfield Lathrup High School.

sons’ glows at Meadow Brook

legs, everywhere and nowhere at the
same time.

begs More to consent to Henry VIII's
marriage to Anne Boleyn in the name
of “fellowship.” Love makes the Duke’s

BOOTH COLMAN is quite
as the’ troubled, stubborn Sir Thomas
More. Colman changes believeably
from happy Chancellor to sick prisoner
who longs to “go to God.” Yet his val-
ues never change. Colman makes us be-
lieve in “that part of man that is him-
self.”

Wil Love is very strong as the Duke
of Norfolk, More's good friend who

painat poignant.

Carl Schurr is positively evil as
Thomas Cromwell, the rising-man of
the hour. Cromwell’s final argument on
different kinds of silence is powerfully
rendered by Schurr. .

Phillip Locker is a thoroughly revolt-
ing Richard Rich, climber extraordi;
naire. You want to throw orange peels
at him. A.D. Cover as the conspiritorial

Chapuys, the Spanish ambassador,
breathes. intrigue, malevolence and
lies.

Andrew Barnicle is delightful as
young Will Roper whose opinions
change by the hour. Roper marries
More’s daughter, but Barnicle gives us
a husband and newly appointed lawyer
‘whose opinions are as strong as ever.

HIS LOYALTY to More and daugh-
ter Meg seems to override all and
‘makes Will endearing.

Please turn to Page 13C

light as air,on his bowed

| DIAMOND JIM BRADY'S

presents

Ursula Walker & Trio

. inthe TAP ROOM"
Wedrnesdays & Thursdays 8 pm - 12 pm

Enjoy the many good tastes of the
Mon Jin Lau

RKingsley Inn

To Be Certain.
. Athoughtful way to welcome visitors
or clients is a resérvation at the

Tnamue Wial
PIZZA

The Best in Town

. 52-8780
.- Complete Dinnier & Snack Menus

Kingsley Inn Hotel.
We are near all business, sports and

7 pm Monday - Friday N educational centers in the tri-county
20210 W. 8 Mile $00 OFF area.
Tbik. W. of Evargroon Woodward and Long Lake Road
Sizzling Rice Soup « Mongolian Beet + Peanut 356:7400 é‘:ggsEEPAﬁzDATﬁgé‘E Bloomiield Hills
hicken « Moo Shu Pork » Hunan Shrimp » Szechwan Beet Mon-Sat ITEMS 644‘1 400
Share our good tastes with a friend 4PM102PM With This Coupon

MON JIN LAY

Prudengfal Town Center
%2 Mile Rd. & Evergreen
yered Parking Free

“'THE BEST VALUE SINCE 1812"

: Sundowner
Specials

AT HICKORY'S OF COURSE

| SHOWCASE CINEMAS |
STERLING HYS FEEIR.

CHARIOTS 775
OF FIREFr:

7 RIGHTS & ALL DAY SUNDAY

Bar-B-Que Chicken

ALL YOU WITH AL
i CAN EAT 3 9 THE FIXIN'S

b XIDS UNDER 12

EVERY FRIDAY ALL YOU CAN EAT

“CAPTAIN HOOX'S FRISCO

é ish Foast 3.3%

GOLOEN HADDOCK AND SEA FOOD CHOWDER
i WITH ALL THE FIXIN'S .
|  PRICE FOB K1DS UNDER 12

the same levels of excellence to offer you the best seafood and steak
great time {o introduce our
Stir Fry, our Bountiful Seafood Platter for Two and our Chablis

Mandarin « Szechwan - Hunan - Cantonese y
Exotic Spirits
E Mapie Rd. at Stephenson Hwy. Troy
689-2332 :
selections in the Detroit area.
new menu. Lots of your oltd
Baked Seabass. We hope youw'll visit us soon and we'll go overboard

n d ?... You might ask? |
Well, perhaps you already knew that the Dry
So, to be less confusing for all of us, we've decided to change our
favorites plus some truly
to make your experience special. |

0 Dock and J. Ross Browne's are owned by the
Z : 0 name to J. Ross Browne’s.
unique new house specialty -

items. Like our Gourmet Stuf
0SS -

same company. And, that we both serve the same menu and maintain
h ! n é i We also think this is a
‘ g fed Shrimp, Brandied Lobster
. - e I
26855 Greenfiéld Road, Southfield, 557-057?BI‘OWILQ§ :

Soup N’ Salad 256

ONE TURN AT THE PRAIRE SOUP N’ SALAD
SCHOONER WITH ANY ENTREE

._'% .',
K o BY;‘S .
12 Mie & Northwestem Hwy,

3522150/3522133
Faictane Town Center, Dearbomn
{(Mext to Sears Entrance On
Upper Lewel) 3367566

PONTIAC 6 =

2405 SO-TELEGRAPH RD. PONTIAC 334-0811 oMy o100
| | CHARIOTS=S] [ SHooT T
|| [O¥r THEMOON

4
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CALL THEATRE FOR SCREEN TIMES
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