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AlbertFinney and Diane Keaton star as George and Faith

Dunlap, a newly separated husband and wife, who have
four daughters, in “Shoot the Moon.”

the movies
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‘Shoot the Moon’

misses its mark
despite expertise

“Shoot the Moon” (R) is a movie with impressive credentials
because of its cast, Diane Keaton and Albert Finney, its director,
Alan Parker (who directed “Fame"” and “Midnight Express”); and
its screenwriter, Bo Goldman (who scripted “Melvin and Howard"
and “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest").

‘The result, however, is much less than you would expect. In fact,
the irony of this movie is that jn spite of the important names
associated with it, its greatest assets are four generally unknown
children who give it what merit it has:

T get the impression that the idea was to make a serious, adult
film about the break-up of a marriage. There wouldn't be any
phony, cutesy stuff to win over an audience. The principal charae-
ters wouldn’t be nasty, but they wouldn't be especially lovable
either. That was the idea. It didn't work.

For one thing, the attempt at an honest, mature approach floun-
dered. It was derailed by two sequences: an episode in a restaurant
which was intreduced for comic relief and which looks exactly like
what it is — contrived — and an equally contrived and very melo-
dramatic ending.

SECOND, ALTHOUGH the intent may have been to explore the
relations of a splintered family, we have not been given enough
i about the ind their to make
their behavior and their dilemma of consequence to us.

The most anxious moments in the history of this 15-year mar-
riage have come in the struggle to dissolve it — and it is a strug-
gle. The bonds of matrimony have been severely frayed. but not
severed. .

Albert Finney as George, the husband, clearly conveys his mixed
emotions. He has walked out on his wife, Faith (Diane Keaton), and
taken up with another woman (Karen Allen), yet he is not ready to
give up his marriage. He still thinks in proprietary terms of his
wife, his house, his children.

We can understand his feelings. We just can’t understand why
the marriage deteriorated. He talkes about his wife being “too
perfect.” That really doesn't clarify things for us.

Goldman's script conveys the anger and the pain of what is
happening but not the reason. There is no cause and effect in thi:
movie, only effect. .

GEORGE SUFFFERS emotional turmoil because he can't make
a clean break. Faith is much more aceepting of the situation, much
more pliant, and also much more of a blank than George. She has a
moment of anguish aiter their separation when she sits in the
bathtub and sings an old Beatles song.

Then she has an affair with the first man to come along. That's
Frank (Peter Weller), a bulldozer operator. She says he reminds
her of what George was like 15 years ago — a statement that
makes these people all the more puzzling. .

How does the non-inteliectual Frank remind her of George, the
intellectual novelist? Is she referring to sexual prowess, or what?
We never do find out.

The person with some values in this movie and some spunk is the
oldest daughter, Sherry. She sees clearly what the adults are up to
and she isn't reticent about telling them.

Dana Hill, the young actress who plays Sherry, does a superb job
and the other youngsters playing her three younger sisters also are
very effective in thir roles and very delightful as an emsemble.

Now, if only the rest of the movie were up to the level of the
children’s performances. . . N
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CANADA SALUTES ORCHESTRA HALL
Under the auspices of the Canadian Consulate General,
Detroit and the Windsor Downtown Business Association
‘WINDSOR SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
LASZLO GATI, Music Director & Conductor
presents ﬁ

“A CONCERTO EVENING”
with internationally renowned soloists
MASUKO USHIODA, vioiin
LAURENCE LESSER, cello
MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1982, 8 p.m.

Programme: Mozart's “Don Giovanni” Qverture
and Vielin Concerto in G, Schumann’s Cello
Concerto and BraBms Double Concerto.

Tickets: $9 (reserved seating) available from

Orchestra Hall, 833-3700,
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> them at
~ Marvin’s
@ All drinks 1/2 price
® Beer 75¢ domestic/ $1 imported
® Wine $1 domestic / $1.25 imported

HAPPY HOURS:
Mon-Fri: 4 p.m.-7 p.m.
Mon-Thur: 8 p.m.-11 p.m.

. . each Monday in

Fri-Sat: 10 p.m.-12 p.m.

NEW YORK DELI |,

30100 Telegraph / N. of 12 Mile / 642-2430

ihe Shopping Cart section
of your Observer & Eccentric.

' Wednesdayls
A o Macaroni Night

Rest Assured...

A thoughtful way to welcome
visitors or clients, is a
reservation at the Kingsley Inn.
We are near all business,

$199

q All You Can Eat
MUA—

20210 W. 8 Mile
1block W. of Evergreen
356-7400 Mon.-Sat.

p.m.to2a.m.

sports and educational centers
inthe tri-county area.
Woodward and Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Mills

Woodward Avenue

and Long Lake Road
Bloornfietd Hills
644-1400

I &ingsley Inn’

Joins Tuesday Nights
as
INFLATION FIGHTERS

at the

Roast

10 vener special night out every
Thursday at Hurley's, With special
prices on drinks, live entertainment

of Beef Dinner or
Seafood Platter Dinner

$6.95

_Shatea Fnn

$75' per person
i (All you
«

Prime Rib

s and dancing. So make Thursdays spevial.
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TWO LOCATIONS

Schiilers.

0053

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at 175
I I Troy. Michigan 48098
K (3131873-2100

Vel
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2001 RochesicrRoad 6000 W
852-8530 8

3315 AUBURN ROAD GRAND BLANC

Berween Adams & Opdyke Rd. Just off 1-75 exit
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what’s at the movies

ABSENCE OF MALICE (PG). Sally Field stars as a reporter who libelsa
labor leader (Paul Newman) in a murder case. Film written by for-
mer Petroit Free Press editor Kurt Luedtke.

‘THE AMATEUR (R). Computer analyst with CIA sets out to avenge the
death of his girlfriend by terrorists. John Savage, Marthe Keller and
Christopher Plummer star.

ARTHUR (PG). Dudley Moore is a playboy millionaire in Iove with Liza
Minnelli in this contemporary comedy.

ATLANTIC CITY (R). Louis Malle’s wonderfully vibrant, superbly acted, -

romantic film about old and young dreamers in Atlantic City.

BEAU PERE (R). A sexy, sophisticated comedy from Bertrand Blier,

Oscar-winning director of “Get Out Your Handkerchiefs.” Patrick
Dewaere stars as the stepfather, and Ariel Besse is his 14-year-old
stepdaughter and the problem is she’s madly in love with him.

‘THE BORDER (R). Jack Nicholson portrays a border-patro! guard driv-
en to violence by a nitwit wife, a corrupt colleague and a frustrating
job.

G General audiences admitted.

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.

R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.

X  Nodne under 18 admitted. .
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Stir Fry, our Bountiful Seafood Platter for Two and our Chablis
Baked Seabass. We hope you'll visit us soon and we'll go overboard
to make your experience special.

26855 Greenfield Road, Southfield, 557-057?BI’OW[@S

Why?... You might ask?

Well, perhaps you already knew that the Dry
Dock and ]. Ross Browne’s are owned by the

Detroit area.
s confusing for all of us, we've decided to change our »
name to J. Ross Browne’s.

We also think this is a
great time to introduce our
new menu. Lots of your old
favorites plus some truly

unique new house specialty
items. Like our Gourmet Stuf-
fed Shrimp, Brandied Lobster

=3| [ Koss Brownes:

0SS

852-3410 1-695-1650
OPEN FOR LUNCH AT 11 a.m. MON. THRU FRI.

DryDock
ame

same company. And, that we both serve'the same menu and maintain
the same levels of excellence to offer you the best seafood and steak

Cvaeaus
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