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Tenny Maria’s ambi- '
tion is to be a balleri-
na. The kindergar-
tener wore her danc-
ing skirt to class for -
“What Do You Want to
Be When You Grow
Up” day at ArtStart.

ArtStart

. goings-on is sched-

Meg Glaser shows a
few cheerleading
techniques to fellow
kindergarteners dur-
ing “What Do You
Want to Be When You
Grow Up"” goings-on.
One of the next big

uled for April 6, when
ArtStart hosts an
open house. -

" tion to become a wife

. dergarteners are to

Jessica Vitlar's baby
doll was part of the
costume she put to-
gether for her ambi-

and mother. ArtStart
parents are kept
apprised of items kin-

bring to class through
anewslertter.
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A curriculum wrapped around music, drama and art

By Loraine McClish
staff writer

- AriStart Kindergarten, a private
school reom where the focus is on the
arts, was born through a request from
parents whose children had attended
ArtStart preschool.

Now that the kindergarten is winding
up its first term, the directors say they

Teacher Cindy Storer works with “Dr.” Jaime Brown

already have gotten requests from par-
ents who want them to open up a first
grade so their. youngsters can continue
learning with the curriculum, which is
wrapped around music, drama and art.

“Our philosophy is to build up a posi-
tive self image, and everything else

witl fall into place,” said art teacher -

Sue Ingram of ArtStart’s preschool,
pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and

ment.

during classas that

P the ac-

ademic curriculum with self-expression, art, music,

Jaime Brown, Sarah Ihgum and Meaghan Dalmy-unlo down for sto-
ry time with teacher Cindy Storer. The art print seen in the photo-

g graph was loaned to AriStart as part of the Picture Lady Program, an -

.

painting, rhythm band, drama and creative move-

day-care operations, which are carried
on in five spacious rooms in Mercy
Center.

“Qur thrust is not necessarily aca-

. demic. When the -self-confidence is

there, learning will come. Learning
will be easfer because it is easier to ac-
cept a challenge without self-doubts.”
Ms. Ingram is owner and operator of
ArtStart with Kathy Benton, who

teaches drama and art, and Barbara
Burgess, who heads up the music and
science sessions. The three work with
two other teachers overseeing young-
sters involved in the four separate pro-
grams from 7:30 am. to 5 p.m. week-
days. .

THE PRIVATE kindergarten is an
extension of the preschool and pre-kin-
dergarten programs that are designed
to meet the individual’s needs with ex-
periences that will build a strong self-
image while developing an awareness
of the world tbrough the creative pro-
cess.

“We carry out the same philosophy
in our day-care program,” Ms. Benton

.sald, emphasizing that ArtStart day

care offers develop-at-one's-own-pace
activities, as opposed to being a baby-
sitting center.

“Even the drop-in will be learning
something,” she said, pointing to an off-
ice arrangement set up with desk, type-
writer and mailbox in one corner of the
room, and a kitchen setting in another,

“We see each child as an individual.
Disciplining is done by redirecting that
encrgy instead of putting the childon a
guilt trip. And each Is handled very
specintly to assist his or her very spe-
clal growth,” Ms, Benton saild.

Ms. Burgess emphasized, “There Is
no structured way to do anything,
whether it i3 sesslons In dance, musie
orart.”

Sha told about one class which had
mude George Washinglon hats as a
eraft project In Fobruary, “Not all of
them were really three-cornered and
you coutdn't {Ind two of the 30 that re-
ally resembled one another,™ sho s,

Musle senslons may find the youth
making up thelr own danco moverments

Staff photos
by -
Randy Borst

art enrichment class brought to the school by the Farmington Art

Foundation.

‘Our thrust is not necessarily academic.
When the self-confidence is there,
learning will come. Learning will be
easier, because it is easier to accept a

ball,

hic !

without self-d

— Sue Ingram
ArtStart

or their own words to a song. In a fairy-
tale drama, there might be as many as
20 Hansels or Gretels.

“And all lesson plans might got out
the window if someone has a new baby
at their house. It's a lot more important
to talk about the new baby that day
than follow anything that might have
been planned,” she said.

ARTSTART, which carries the subti-
tle Creative Enrichment Program, is a
member of Farmington Area Pres-
chool Council, whose membership is
apen to all groups which have to do
with the care and education of pres-
choolers.

“We belleve in the council's concept
of shopping around and comparing
what the area has to offer,” said Ms.
Ingram sald, Is on the councl's steering
committee.

“We want our parents to know what
we're dolng here and encourage visl-
tors to siL In on our clnsses. We hope
ey will bring their children so the
ol ean be part of that declsion-mak-
Ing process,” she sald.

Slory-llme chotes are taken over by Nichole Robidoux, a 5-year-old

“At any other time of the year we
have an open-door policy for visitors,”
Ms. Burgess said. “During spring,
which is generally shopping for pres-
chool time, we have to ask for an ap-
pointment. We want the child to take
part in the class, and during this time
of the year that must be prearranged.”

As for starting an ArtStart first
grade, the directors say that's down the
road a bit.

“We've grown every year, and we're
quite anxious not to grow too fast,” Ms.
Burgess said.

“Next fall we'll be taking on another
afterncon class of preschool, and we'll
be able to take more children in our
day- care center. We'll think about first
grade when we can think about getting
Into our own building.” :

ArtStart facllities, in Mercy Center,
are In the far northeast end of the com-
plex on 11 Mile Road, cast of Middle-
belt Rond. Guests are asked to enter
through Gate 4 and enter the bullding
from under the blue canopy.

ArtStart directors will take culls at
AT4T175.

who reads at about a second- or third-grade level, ArtStart teachers

to meet the need and

are g
enhance growth on phyasical, social, emotional and intellectual levels.




