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By Jim Hughes
statf writer

‘Oh, those Southfield Blue Jays fans
were loving it.

They waved goodbye to Brother
Rice, and chanted: “We want Lathrup.”

Their cause for ion was

to cut the Warriors’ lead to 19-18.
IN THE second quarter, the lead

Sauthfield’s 75-63 victory over Bir-
mingham Brother Rice in the opening
round Tuesday of the Southfield-
Lathrup Regional.
‘Southfield will play the winoer of
123t night's Lathrup-Troy game for the
ional championship Friday night.
The Blue Jays have defedted Troy
twice this season by ample margins,
and defeated Lathrup by one point in
overtime in the season opener.

For the Blue Jays, it was sweet re-
venge. Brother Rice had ousted South-
field from the state tournament each of
the past two years. This time, it was all
Southfield and an excess crowd of 3,000
was on hand to see the Blue Jays run
atway with it in the fourth quarter.

* After missing eight of 10 free throws
i the third quarter, the Blue Jays
turned the tide as they sizzled from the
stripe in the fourth period. Southfield's
sharp shooters clicked on 17 of 21 in
the last eight minutes to turn an other-
wise close game into a rout.

:MIKE McCASKILL, Southfield’s 6-
iggt—s junior forward, was a jack-of-

i-trades for coach Greg Sliwka's Blue
Jays. He led all scorers with 25 points
i dominated both ends of the floor.
%41 can't tell you how important Mi-
c?imel is on the boards — both offen-
sively and defensively,” Sliwka said
afterward in the noisy Southfield lock-
er room. “Nobody on our team can
dominate on the boards like he can,
vihen he comes down with two hands.
When he tries to bring it down with one
hand, he has trouble.

“Defensively, he always has a hand
in to deny the pass,” Sliwka added.
“Every game, he always comes up with
three or four steals.” :

Rice coach Nick Conti praised
McCaskill as he analyzed the game
during his post-game conference.

“When you're looking for a differ-
ence (in the game),” Conti said, “you
have to look at McCaskill. He came up
‘with the key buckets, and he came up
with the key rebounds. When a kid
plays like he did, it tends to make ev-
Pryone else’s performance look ho-
fum. He was really outstanding.”

* Rice, which ended its season with a -

18-6 record, jumped out to a 15-10 lead
early in the first quarter. After Brother
Rice’s Paul Jokisch converted a slam
dunk to make it 17-10, Sliwka called
time out. Whatever transpired in the
team huddle took effect, as the Blue
Jays scored eight of the last 10 points

“J was a little worried that we might
be intimidated by their height,” Sliwka
said. “That's what scared me the most.

Blue Jays KO Rice in reg

said. “We've seen Brother Rice play
several times, and we knew we could
stay with them. Our poise was the key

scored nine.
John Shasky, the Warriors™ senior
center, scored 19 points, while Dennis
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46-42 at the end of the third quarter

which set the stage for their free-throw a o
shooting clinic in the fourth frame. i

“In a game like this, it comes down
to who can come up with the knock out . I8
punch,” Conti said. “At times, we had ®
them on the ropes and couldn’t put
them away, and at times, they-had us
on the rope and couldn’t put us away.
At the end, they came up with the final
punch that was necessary to win.”

The Blue Jays, who scored 17 points
from the line in the fourth quarter, out-
scored the Warriors 29-21 to wrap up
the win.
The biggest spread, a 21-12 South-
field advantage, cage in the closing
five minutes. With tHt Blue Jays ahead
54-51 at the 4:40 mark, the Warriors
went to the line with a chdhce to cut
the Southfield lead to one point. How-
ever, both shots went astray, and
Southfield capitalized with its scoring
b

urst.

With3:56 left in the game, McCaskill
stole the ball, drove the length of the
court, and fired home a vight hand
slam dunk to give Southfield a 58-51
lead, and the momentum to put Rice
away. .

ALTHOUGH THE Warriors had an
advantage in field goals (25-23), the
Blue Jays were 29 of 42 from the line
while Rice converted 13 of 22.

€hristian.
plays
tonight

Southfield Christian, winner of its
own state Class D basketball district
last Saturday, begins regional play
at 8:15 p.m. tonight at the Dom-
browski Fieldhouse on the campus
of Orchard Lake St. Mary's High
School, Commerce Road just west of
Orchard Lake Road.

Detroit Servite plays Detroit East
Catholic at 6:30 p.m. tonight at St.
Mary's. The winners of tonight's
games will meet in the regioaal
championship game at 8:15 p.m. on
Saturday. .

5 ' § . - MINDY SAUNDERS/sta!f photographer
Southfield’s Mike Priest (22) advances the basketball as Brother Rice's Roderick Brown tries for a steal. Southfield beat Rice, 75-63, in
state Class A regional game at Southfield-Lathrup. .

* OLD CHECKING
COLLECT CASH FROM

we'li buy back your old checks when you
open a new checking account withus.

If you currently have a checking
account at another financial

CASH IN YOUR
ACCOUNT AND

S.

We think you'll appreciate the N
many features, which include:

« 5%% annual interest compounded
continuously and paid monthly

=

« No monthly service charge witha
minimum balance of $300 or more
« overdraft protection available to our
quallfied customers (applied for separately)
« Checks returned every month witha
detalled statement .
« prestige® Card for 24-hour Night Owl
window service (avallable upon
request)

) institution and bring in your unused
N checks, First Federal will buy them
(five cents each, up to 100 checks).
There’s never been a better
time to open an interest-earning *
checking account at First Federal.,
For a limited time, when you
open a checking account by
depositing $300 or more, we're
offering this special incentive that
makes checking at First Federal a

©

So if you've been waiting until you've

very smart move used up all your old checks to switch
foryou. your checking account, stop in soon
But that's not and open an interest-earning
all. when you checking account at First Federal.
openan interest- It's in your interest—now more
earning checking than ever.
accountat First
Federal, you'll
receive these

free gifts:

« Your first 50

personalized checks. :
« Acopy of Michigan Waters.
Abeautiful book with 72 pages of
magnificent photographs and

: fascinating text about the legends
' and factual history of Michigan’s lakes and rivers.

« A check-saver storage box to help you organize your

cancelled checks for quick, easy reference.

Our current customers find the advantages of First
Eederal’s interest-earning checking account very
beneficial. Perhaps that's why it's been one of our most
popular accounts since its introduction.

This offer expires on June 18, 1982.

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS OF DETROIT

FEDERAL Main Office: 1001 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226. Phone: (313) 965-1400.
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