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Mariel Hemingway as Chris Cahill clears a hurdle at the
Olympic Trials in “Personal Best.”

the movies

Louise
Snider

A ‘caring’ camera
examines world
of women runners

What Michelangelo did for the athletic male bedy in his Sistine
ceiling frescoes, Robert Towne has done for females in “Personal
Best” (R). This is a movie that glorifies the female body — play-
ing, resting, working, loving.

‘Towne, the director, producer and writer, and his cinematogra-
pher, Michael Chapman, have turned the cameras with a lover’s
delight on a group of women athletes. The camera hovers, circles
and glides over the forms, as it records each turn, curve and varia-
tion of surface. At one time, a figure may be bathed in a golden
glow, at another time, covered with droplets of perspiration.

“Personal Best” is a story about women pushing themselves to
their physical limits in athletic competition. The focus of this story
is two women who, over a four-year period, become friends, lovers
and competitors.

If the movie appears exploitive in treating their homosexual
relationship, that aspect is far outweighed by the movie's freshness
and vitality. More important than that is the atmoshere establish-
ed.

THE FILM CAPTURES the easy-going camaraderie of the
whole group of athletes and their coaches. It shows them through
the lens of 2 “kind” camera. No one is ever made to look bad. No
one is ever ridiculed.

One of these delightfully fresh scenes is when the women work
off their high spirits in a football game. In another scene, a wom-
an, in a burst of enthusiasm, runs over and picks up her male
coach.

The two central characters of this romp are Chris (Mariel Hem-
ingway) and Tory (Patrice Donnelly). Tory is slim, dark, a little
older and & lot wiser. Chris is a statuesque blonde with a little
girl's voice that hasn't caught up with her body.

They notice each other at the Qlympic track trials in 1976, Tory
has given her usual winning performance, and Chris has failed
miserably. Tory consoles Chris, and their friendship and love fol-
low. Tory then inveigles her coach (played with lots of energy and
humor by Scott Glenn) to let Chris train with the other members of
the team.

The two women live together and train together. As Chris’ ath-
letic potential develops, she changes from a whiny, submissive
person to one with growing confidence and assertiveness. The
change in Chris also marks a change in her relationship with Tory.
The growing competitiveness between them leads to quarrels and
a final breakup.

THESE ARE healthy young animals, very aware of their bodies
and very senstous. There is a childlike simplicity and candidness
about Chris that lends an innocent quality to all her actions. How-
ever, she and Tory, and the others on the team, display a singleness
of purpose that is fascinating. .

Looking at these attractive young people, you wonder what they
would be like if their thoughts embraced other things besides lini-
ments and lap times. Stl, it's their narrow focus, perhaps, that
makes them winners because they concentrate so completely on
what they do. They stretch their muscles, not their minds.

Hemingway began training for her role with twice-daily work-
outs more than a year before principal photography started. She
very convincingly performs each of the pentathlon events seen in
the movie — the 100-meter hurdles, shotput, high jump, long jump
ard 800-meter race.

Donnelly was an athlete before turning to acting. She was a
member of the U.S. Olympic Team in 1976, and at one time, she
was the fourth-ranked hurdler in the world. “Personal Best" is her
movie debut and a sensational one,

The authentic look of the movie is further bolstered by many
other real-life athletes who have supporting roles. Kenny Moore,
who plays Chris’ boyfriend, is a former Olympic marathoner, and
Jodi Anderson, who plays a member of the track team, is the
current American pentathlon champion. _

Together with Hemingway, these actor/athletes, as well as oth-
ers in the film, present graceful and dynamic images of that most
magnificent of all machines, the human body.
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CHILI COOKS who think
they're hot stuff can register
through April 16 for “The Great Chi-
1i Cook-Off” held annuaily in Saline,

rant in Bloomfield Township.
Contestants are permitted to use
any ingredients except beans or spa-
ghetti in their chili recipes. The
winner in the Michigan contest May
1 will receive air fare for two to the
national champienship in California.

The contest is a benefit for the
National Kidney Foundation. For
registration, call the Kidney Foun-
dation in Ann Arbor toll-free at 1-

West Bloomfield puts the accent on
pasta and fresh seafood.

‘The new eatery is open from 11:30
am. to 2 am. Mondays-Saturdays
and from 4 p.m. Sundays. Food ser-
vice continues till 11:30 p.m. week-
days and 12:30 a.m. weekends.

Mich. 800-482-1455. Road.
Last year's first-place winner was .
Robert Vargo of Beau Jack’srestau- ~ CONFETTP’S  restaurant in BENNIGAN’S Tavern in Bloom-

Pianist Kenny “Pancho” Hagood,
‘who entertains in the bzr, providesa
musical backdrop for dining. Con-
fetti's is at 6480 Orchard Lake

field Township, scheduled for a mid-
May opening, will recreate the look
of a 1930s tavern and British pub.
Circus prints, old photos and a bil-
liards collection are araong the eye-
catching decorations that will adorn
the new tavern. The menu will run

the gamut from gquiche and burgers
to steak and seafood.
Bennigan's is at 2555 Woodward.

CIRO’S Italian restaurant in Kee-
go Harbor recently marked its
fourth anniversary.

Brothers Gino and Jerry Ciro,
who came to the United States from
Italy, run the restaurant, with their
mother and father helping to make
rolls and soup. A specialty at Ciro's
is Italian seafood.

— Ethel Simmons
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“Round Trip Deluxe Motor Coach + 3 Nights Accom.
at tha “COUNTAY INN" (20 minutes from the Fair) «
2 Days Admisslon o the Fair each dey = Coach
transfers to and from the fair each day - Complete
Baggagg Handling « All Taxes and Tips + Services of
aTezavel Escort« AND MUCH MOREI!

APRIL
7-9-10

call 377-2000 for ticket informaticn
- presented by the Oakland University
School of Perlorming Arts

Rest Assured...

A thoughtful way to welcome
visitors or clients, is a
reservation at the Kingsley Inn.

Limited Seats « Credit Cards Accepted

!
#al MBROSE TOURS, INC.

16055 W. 12 Mile Rd, » Soutnfield, Mich. 48076

(313) 569-8050]

\\'\E d'AMORE OFFg,
O OPERA AT T30 P.M. 429

EVERY WEDNESDAY — NO COVER CHARGE

We are near all business,
sports and educational centers

Royal Oak-Main-11 Mile Rd.
FREE Parking » 542-0180

MGM Musical

""Qeven Brides for Seven Brothers"

Howard Keel » Jane Powell G
LAST FOUR DAYS
Admission $1.50 First Show Only
Mon. thru Thurs.: 7:00 & 8:40

inthe tri-county area.
Woodward and Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills

Woodward =venue
and Long Lake Road
Bloorfield Hills
644-1400

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

15% OFF

DINNERS ONLY
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon explres April 15, 1982

FA
Foate d’Amore

- Regtaurant
32030 PLYMOUTH ROAD « LIVONIA + 422-0770 -

i )
¥ *'THE BEST VALUE SINCE 1812""

Sundowner
Specials

AT HICKORY'S OF COURSE
AAFTER 5PM & ALL DAY SUNDAY

Bar-B Que Chicken
S 399

THE AIXIN'S
§CAN EAT 2 PRICE FOR
LL YOU CAN EAT EVERY MONDAY NIGHT

KHDS UNDEA 12

DMALES, MEXICAN
FiCE. REFRIED BEANS

ALL YOU CAN EAT EVERY WED. NIGHT

Pizaa- Pasta Party
B 3,08

* PRICE
FOR KIDS
UNDER 12

OF PASTAS,
OUPS, & P1zza

HEVERY FRIDAY NIGHT ALL YOU CAN EAT
CAPTAIN HOOK'S FRISCO

Pish Feast 3.05

GGLOEN HADDOCK AND SEA FOOO CHOWDER
WITH ALL THE FIIN'S
34 PRI CE FOR KEDS UNDER 12

AR SUNDAY

by Reservation 12-8 PM
pecial Hickory Smoked

Ham Dinner
* {in addition to our regular menu) with
all the traditional fxin's! and a trip to
“Aihe Soup & Salad Bar

"Salad 254

AQNY NIGHT AFTER 5 PM& ALL DAY SUNDAY

ORIE TURN AT THE PRAIRE SOUP N*"SALAD
SCHOONER WITH ANY ENTREE

.’.Ill_lllllllll

12 M0e & Northwestem Hwy.
Southfeid
3522150,3522153
Farane Town Center, Deardom
(Neat 16 Sears Entrance On
Upper Level) 3367566 !
senuyEEELnlnn

Monday Nights
Joins Tuesday Nights

INFLATIO\a'. FIGHTERS
atthe

a\sﬁea HJan

$751 per person
s (ANl you
ch

s L

+ Roll and

TWO LOCATIONS
3315 AUBURN ROAD  GRAND BLANC

Berseen Adams & Opdshe Rd.
852-3410

Just off 175 exit

1-695-1650

DIAMOND JIM BRADY'S

presents
The Reel Happy String Band
in the TAP ROOM
Wednesdays & Thursdays 8 pm - 12 pm
) 352-8780

Complete Dinner & Snack Menus
Happy Hour 4-7 pm Monday - Friday

¢

Pradential Town Center
10% Milie Rd. & Evergreen
. Covered Parking Free
“L 0ok for us in the Golden High Rise"

OPEN FOR LUNCH AT 11 a.m. MON. THRU FRL

¥

TGS
1 RESTAURANT §
1

Chinese Magic
Circus

of Taiwamn
APRIL 9,10,z

Discounts for Children
Charge with MaslerCard ur VISE
CALL 963-7681

Music Hall "

v

S g
1
150% OFF
'We invite you 1ol
enjoy a 50% dis-l
lcount on One En-
tree when a second
Entree of equal ory
lgrealer value isl
Ipurchased

Adul $°.23

Sewor Crirees $5.75

1 CouponValid | steamehip round of beef
1 Tues.-Saturday 1
Evenings Only
I 5:30 pm-9:30 pm 1
I Locatedat |

American Center 1
1 in Southfield

Fans frues L0 PAL < *20 P.ML
Adunsizss
Semor Critens 3350

1 for easy to follow |
1 directions
and Reservations 1
CALL US AT
j 3638144 1

L. Not valid for partiesl

1 over 10 or in conjunc-|
tion with other couponsl
or offers.

B 16 3 or more dine, disd

[ count applies to least ex]
pensive meal. 1

I Salad Bar Only is con.
sidered anEatree 1

Expires 473082 | #
« Present this Coupon L

l-l)nempnpe:conplz 1

] *One check per Table 1

1 ‘This coupon supelsedts|
all other newspaper of-

fers or coupons priorf]|

1
Ll

OUR EASTER BUNNY BUFFETS
ottt e e e ARE FOR EVERYONE

Boffer 1) be held ia the Grand Bat
0 A M. uetil 20 PM.. featuring 20 excting.
selection of breakfass and luncheon foods.

Childzen undec
Chitdren unde: § Complimennary

& Out Eaver Springiime Dinaer Bufe
- rant leg 3

bones glared ham and our famous slsd bar
it he versed i che ciegart Hyymarker Restas:

Chikdren uadec 12 850
Chdren undes $ Comphimentiry

P, The Eavcr Bany will c sharing_oodies
wath the Trte guys 204 doits. Asa. B sure 10
st out Lne e Faeen located in the Front
i vout pr e tshen with tbe Eavict

Troy Hilton Inn

Maple Rasd & Stephenson Hwy... Troy. Michigan 45054 (314) S84 9000
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