Home cdmplitei's follow affluent trail

'
By Gary M. Cates  ~
statf writer

'Pelsﬂml computer businesses ap-

Jobs, who set up shop in a bedroom and
‘garage. Just six years later Apple is ex-

. pected’ to have sales of $600 million

and join the ranks of the Fortune 500

pear to be pi for success.
Local retailers regort climbing sales
which are a reflection of the. nation-
wide boom in home computer sales.
Some 20 percent of monthly sales at
the Canton Radio Shack, on Ford and

In 1977 Apple sales were $2.7 mil-*

lion, which compares to.1980 when the
company made $200 million.

‘The 26-year-old Jobs has opened a
market which has sent the larger com-

puter p: to pro-

Shelden, are nal ac-
cording to store manager Baiba Shim-
mell. ¢ .

“This compares to a year ago when
computer sales were at zero percent.
The home computers are very popu-
lar," she said.

Radio Shack, part of the Tandy
Corp., pulled in 23 percent of the $2.2-
billion worldwide market for personal
computers last year.

The growth of Apple Computer, a
California-based firm, is @ prime ex-
ample of the growing interest in home
computers.

Apple was founded in 1976 by Steven

duce a personal computer to compete
with hi

Xerox, IBM and Hewlett-Packard
currently are marketing their own ver-
sions of the home computer.

”] WOULD say the personal comput-
ers have been super successful. It’s a
‘boom situation,” said Bill Evans, man-
ager of the Radio Shack Computer Cen-
ter in Livonia, at Seven Mile and
Farmington roads.

The variety of computers available
for home use is vast. A person could
buy a system to perform almost any

Thompson appointed

to PR committee

Noel Carpenter, chairman of the
public relations committee for the Spe-
cialty Equipment Marketing Associa-
tion (SEMA), has announced the ap-
pointment of John R. Thompson to the
committee. R

Thompson is president of Thompson
Advertising Productions of Farmington
Hills. The agency represents a number
of companies in the performance mar-
ket, including Chrysler Corp.’s direct
connection program, Air Lift Co., Spar-
tan Plastics and Trick Titanium.

‘Thompson's background in the per-
-formance industry goes back 20 years,
Carpenter said. He was chosen for his.
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function they desire.

Personal computers are being
bought for playing video games to
doirg the bookkeeping, inventory and
mailing for a moderate-size business.

The price range for personal com-
puters goes from $300 for a Commo-
dore Vic, to $900 for an Atari 400, to
$2,200 for an Apple, according to Tracy
Flora of the J. Malcolm Flora Co., 3
computer manufacturing representa-
tive firm in Plymouth.

The personal computer prices com-
pare to industry computer prices which
range from $2,000 to $60,000, she said

Personal computers break down to
three categories.

“There are computers bought for
sheer recreational uses, some for rec-
reational and serious use, and then
those,bought for business use,” Evans
said,

1f someone is interested in buying a
personal computer the first step is to
decide what the computer will be used
for.

THE RECREATIONAL buyers want
a computer which tfiey can play with:
video games, graphic displays, puzzles,
ete.

i The key items to look for when buy-
ing a personal computer for recreation-
al use are: making sure it can be
hooked up to a home television set, col-
or capability, and use of software (pre-
programmed cartridges, tapes and
dises).

A person wanting a computer for
recreation and some serious use wants
.a computer which can be programmed
for household financing, making gro-
cery lists, financial analysis, etc.

‘This type of system will allow the
user to do check-book balancing, stock
market analysis, hook-up to informa-

- tion services provided by phone, and

use as a timer. Personal computers can
be used for turning on appliances,
lights, garage doors, answering tele-
phone calls, ete.

The key features to look for in this
catagory are: a unit which has a full-
size black and white television screen
built in, dise-drive capability (which in-
creases memory ‘and the amount of
software which can be used), a unit
which can be transported and can be
added onto in the future (for such
lhin)gs as phone hook-ups, line printers,
ete.).

Business-size personal computers
“are bought for increased memory ca-
pabilities, interfacing connecting) with
larger computer systems, word pro-
cessing, mailing and letter capable
printers. \

The key features to look for in buy-
ing for business purposes are: advanced
printers, bigger black and white moni-
tors, hard-disc capabilities, graphic ca-
pabilities and interfacing capabilities.

‘The difference between personal
computers and industrial computers is
in memory cdpabilities, available soft-

“iware, function capability and ability to
add on to the system, Flora said.
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~ We'll be opening at 12 Noon
and serving a Special Easter Menu
for your enjoyment

i *
Cotsis
15800 Middlebelt (Between 5 & 6)
Livonia
522-5600 N

Monday, April 5, 1982
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1. hange in towel or
bladder habits.

8. A sore that does nat
heal

5. Unusual bleedung or
discharge

4. Thickening or Lunp
in breast or €lsewtere.
B. Indugestion or ciffi
culty in swallowing.
6,05vious change 1n
wart or mole.

7. Nagang cough or

hoarseness.

o
8.4 fear of cancer that
can prevent you from
cancer &, an
early stage. A stagz
when it is highly cur
ahle. Everyone's afraid
of cancer. Ing don't let
it scare you to death.

% American Cancer Society|
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FURNITURE
CASUALS
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MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
DEALER

Since 1937

“A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture

America’s most distinguished traditional furniture

@olonial House
20292 Middlebelt Rd. (South of Eight Mile)

Open Mon., Thurs.

Livonia
& Fri. 'Til 9 P.M.

~ 474-69C0
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“and Save!

HYDRANGEAS
14,50 and Up

MUMS
249 - '3.95 - '5.95
AZALEAS

ORCHID
COI}SAG

3.00
BUD VASES -
'3.50

Top Quality

EASTER

Buy Direct From Greenhou

TULIPS, HYACINTHS and
DAFFODILS Available

N

8000 Newburgh Road

« Complete Selection of Garden Supplies

CLYDE SMITH & SONS Zgim

CENTENNIAL
“FQ U7 MARKEY

(k Open 7 Dsys 9am.-5pm. —
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businesses——their
carrier routes.
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The bright and colorful young people pictured
here are typical of newspaper carriers all over
the country. They’re smart and energetic and
enjoy what they’re doing. They are typical

of our carriers who are all
learning to be reliable,
responsible wage earners
they run their own

CIRCULATION

If you are a ybung

person between
of 11 and 14 and w.
lorful job, call our

the ages
ant a

circulation department and find
out how you can put yourself into a
bright picture like this one.
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591-0500 in Livonia @ 644-1100 in Birmingham ® 651-7575 in Rochester




