Pressure in the lobby
Tax hike question: when, not if

By Tim Richard
staff writer

The State Capitol lobby was packed
at midday Wednesday, as the Michigan
Senate recessed for four hours before
taking up a bill to increase the personal
income tax by 1 percent.

“The feeling is it’s gonna pass. The
question is when,” said Sen. Donald
Bishop, R-Rochester, who is caimly
and coolly opposing the measure.

“I've been here long enough to know
that if the leadership wants something,
they generally succeed,” said the veter-
an of two terms in the House and three
in the Senate. Bishop didn’t bother to
shrug.

MINUTES EARLIER, the Senate
had voted to recess, after 80 minutes of
routine business, until later in the af-
ternoon. Majority Leader William
Faust, D-Westland, wanted to take the
Democrats into caucus.

Newsmen crowded around his corner
desk. Would he try for passage of the
tax hike that day?

“If we have the votes,” answered a
tight-lipped Faust as he wheeled off the
Senate floor.

Inside gossip was that Faust and Re-
publican Leader Robert VanderLaa
were three to five votes shy of the 20
needed for passage.
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TO ERASE the state budget’s $611
million deficit, Gov. William G. Millik~
en and legislative leaders came up with
this package: $308 million in budget
cuts (approved), a 10-cent increase in
the cigarette tax (signed into law), an

tax (defeated
in the House Taxation Committee) and
a 1-percent increase in the personal in-
come tax (passed by the House).

Technically known as a “temporary
surcharge,” the income tax hike would |
last six months, from April 1 to Sept.
30. It would raise $295 million.

After the House approved the mea-
sure April 9, senators had a 10-day
Easter vacation to test the home wa-
ters. :

That seemed to be part of Faust's
vote-collecting problem.

“I'VE SPENT 10 days walking my
district,” said Sen. Doug Ross, D-Oak
Park, whose 15th District includes
Southfield and Farmington, in a speech
Wednesday morning on the Senate
floor.

“My constituents wonder why the
governor and legislature didn’t fore-
see” the economic downturn, he said.
“There is an overwhelming consensus
the state must be pulled out of the fis-
cal erisis.”

But Ross said he would support the
tax hike from 4.6 to 5.6 percent only if
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two amendments were added:

1) Instead of expiring Sept. 30, as
planned, the tax surcharge would die
Aug. 31, “when the Senate is not is ses-
sion in order to remove the temptation
to renew it,” and 2) state employees
would agree to wage and benefit con-
cessions. -

“Layoffs of state employees are not
acceptable because it would reduce

being asked to pay out more. I think my
constituents are correct,” Ross said.
Several senators cheered and ap-
plauded. One asked that Ross' speech
be reprinted in the Senate Journal.
BISHOP, HOWEVER, was unim-
pressed.
“I don't doubt he’s been door-to-door.
But legislators sometimes append a lot
of conditions to a bill, knowing they
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services at a time when taxpayers are  won't be met,” Bishop said.

La Prairie at SFA:
An Investment In The
Future Of Your Skin.

Amidst the natural beauty of the

Swiss Alps stands Clinic La Prairie, where
in 1931 Dr. Paul Nighans began research
into a treatment method known as Cellular
Therapy. Now, after a ten-year study at
Laboratories La Prairie, comes the Cellular
Skincare Programme: a preventative
regimen for younger skins, as well as
treatment that helps to renew the

youthful appearance of the mature skin.
Cellular Wrinkfe Cream is created for
problem areas where facial “aging” lines are
apt to appear. A rich formulation, it
contains biologically stabilized placenta
and collagen, ingredients known to
improve skin tone and resiliency. The
result? Cellular Wrinkle Cream helps to
soften and reduce the appearance of
“aging” lines; 1.2 0z., *90. Meet our special
La Prairie expert, Gail Schmidlt, next week
from Monday through Friday. For a private
appointment, call 643-9000, ext. 295

in Troy. In Cosmetic Collections —where
we are all the things you are.
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« landscape design - implementation
 complete lawn maintenance

« decks - gazebos

© plantings - horticuliure

* outdoor lighting

*® sprinkler systems
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THE HEALTHY WAY
TO HAVE FUN!

Relax in Omni's luxurious surround-

ings, at The Homestead, and pamper
yourself with the best... WHIRLPOOL, i
AQUA-SLIM-ICS, MASSAGE THERAPY,
AEROBICS, AND MUCH MORE. Ex-
perience Omni for a week; fitness
fun, stimulating lectures, relaxa-
tion and pampering.

JUNE13-18  SEPT.12-17

We're conveniently located at The

Homestead in beautiful Northern
Michigan. For further information
call focally.

313-855-5514

30394 GLENM
FARMINGTON HILL
MICHIGAN 48018
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Plocser Stog
OPEN HOUSE
Sat. & Sun. May 1&2
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This is Fine Furniture Month at Wiggs!

Save 20%

Solid Cherry Occasional Tables

From the House of Harden, since 1865!
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GOLDNER-WALSH, INC.

x Your Complete Quality Nursery
& Greenhouse Center

“Your Full Service Flower Shop”
Minutes from Birmingham-Bloomfield )

WIRE & DELIVERY

First Edition Plate
The Motherhood Collection

“For Your Gardening Enjoyment!
Distinctive Potted
i PERENNIALS
i Fine HERB Plants
\ OPEN HOUSE
| al d Sun. May 2 ¢
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ROYAL COPENHAGEN PORCELAIN . _
A joyful collection of solid cherry occasional ta bles, fashioned with skill and care Dy

talented Harden craftsmen.Inspired by the designs of the great 18th century .

> roud!o present ‘“ijnc’s;-' ! gathe 3;2:?";:’;:‘5“" cabinetmakers...the rich cherry finishes (5 avaitable) . gracefully curved legs and ceep
g the m¢ !
B Complete aroup of Owls available m our household creatures in a new issue of Gollector's Plates. This, the first carvings are truly elegant. Some in stock now. Sale ends 5/15. i
Accessory Depl. by Fitz and Floyd editionin the series, has our beloved Mother Robin with fiedglings. S
hand painted in the classic hues of biue onan engraved, bas-relief SALE
porcelain...accompanied by a flack of robin figurines with theiz colorful A. Glass-top Cocktail Table .. E.OvalEnd Table.......... $290. |
“Irs ONLY JUST BEGU ted breasts. 6 i, First Eltin Plate $25.50..Mother Rovin, 3% B.End Table....... e F. Glass-top Cocktail Table .......617
‘ , . Lo C.Hexagonal Table.. G. Drop-leai Cocktail Table.......... 3499 ‘
; ; D.Lamp Table.......... !
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