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Nuke threat
spurs locals
to organize

By Judy Cetmer
special writer

Concern about the possibility of a nu-
clear war is not just restricted to
Washington bureaucrats or nuclear
physiclsts. .

State and local groups are picking up
on the nuclear concern. Nuclear freeze
advocates in Farmington car be heard
at church group.and special lectures
and can be seen circulating freeze peti-
tions at shopping centers and ball
games, :

Signatures on auclear-freeze peti-
tions number more than 170,000 state-

wide so far, said Doug Lent, 10-year -

member of Oakland County Peace and
National Priorities Center, based in
West Bloomfield Township's Church Of
Our Savior.

But “we need 224,000 signatures. to
put the issue on the ballot,” he said.

‘The issue at hand is a proposed bilat-
era] freeze of production and deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons by both the
United States and Soviet Union. Signa-
ture deadline is May 26 — the day the
petitions will be presented in Lansing
— for the Nov. 2 elections.

Farmington Our Lady of Sorrows
Church collected about 1,100 signa-
tures on its Signature Sunday March
28. The church also is involved in all
group activities, said spokesperson Sis-
ter Patricia Ace, trying to inform peo-
ple in Farmington -and Farmington
Hills about the issue.

tional group which makes peace educa-
tion materials available. “We try as
much as we can to get people as much
information as they can get,” said Lent.

The center takes no political stand,
Lent points out, “but it could be satd to
have a bias toward peace rather than
toward aggressive action.” The cen-
ter’s position about the freeze is a good
example of this, he sald.

More nuclear weapons, Lent said, do
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not make us more nuclear
weapons make us less secure every
year. “The difficulty with negotiations
is they take a lot of time. . .and while
they go on through all these months
and years, the technology for building
nuclear weapons (progresses and) con-
tinues to outstrip the pace of the nego-
tiations,”

That is why “the idea of education is
important,” Lent said, stressing that
“we can only make good decisions
when we have the necessary informa-
tion.” . .

Those interested in signing the peti-
tion can call the freeze office at 577-
5053. The petition says:

“An initiation of legislation to create
a new act to require certain state offi-
cials to write a specified communica-
tion {0 the president of the United
States and other identified Unitéd
States officials. This communication
would identify the  people’s concern
about the growing danger of nuclear
war and would urge that the United
States government propose to the Sovi-

Not only are !
members of the church leaming “what
ia the Christian position in regard to
nuclear war,” Ace sald, “we hope to
present some educational programs so
people can become aware of nuclear is-
sues and their threat to humanity.”

Consciousness raising with the Peace
and National Priorities Center takes
shape in slide shows, movies, the avail-
ability of a library, speakers and pro-
grams presented to interested groups
on particular national issues,

Lent said the center is an informa-

et Union ge that both coun-
tries agree to halt immediately the
testing, production and further devel-
opment of nuclear weapons, missiles
and delivery systems in a way that can
be checked and veritied by both sides.
It would also urge that the United
States Congress transfer the funds in-
tended for increzsed nuclear weapons
systems to civilian use.””

Asked his biggest fear of a nuclear
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Physicians warn
of post-war doom

By Judy Celmer
special writer

“Every day I have people walking in
my office here asking how they can get
involved, what they can do about this
nuclear freeze,” says Lillian Genser,
director of Wayne State University’s
Center for Peace and Conflict Studies.

“I tell them first ‘become aware and
get some knowledge about what we
have and what thé Soviet Union has.’
Second, ‘become involved’ — in what-
ever way fits them, whether that’s cir-
culating petitions or writing letters (to
congressmen).”

A film on l’«he threat of nuclear war,
along with discussions led by two pro-
fessors from WSU, will be presented at
the Birmingham Temple in Farming-
ton Hills at 8 p.m. tonight.

The threat of a nuclear war has
prompted several forms of protest in-
cluding the forming of groups describ-
ing the horrors of a nuclear blast. One
such group is the Physicians for Social
Responsibility, whose concern “is that
the public be aware of the medical con-
sequences of a nuclear war,” says Dr.
William Anderson of Southfteld. ’

“We are trying to raise the cof-
seiousness of the general public,” An-
derson says, adding the group is “trying
to get them to think the unthinkable,”
which Is the possibility of a nuclear

war.
Gemser’s approach takes a different
th,

“The most important thing I tell peo-
ple,” says Genser, who speaks fre-
quently to communlty and church
groups, “Is a quote repeated by the late
President (Dwight) Eisenhower, the

Omar

including Admiral Hyman Rickover:
"l'bemlywnytcwlnannclwwnrh
not to have it.’ And that is why we must
all work at not letting it bappen,”
Genser sald In a telephone interview
from her Wayne State office.

‘While Genser’s thrust is not to stage
a war, the medical emphasis is on the

inability to cope with the aftermath of
anuclear exchange. h

“There i no acceptable treatment
for the devastation of a nuclear bomb,”
Anderson says, “because all the people
that are not killed would not have the
capability of taking care of the survi-

ors.”

“Qur up,” explains Anderson,
does not take a political stand, nor do
we “align ourselves with any political
groups,” he says.

* Speaking solely from a medical point
of view, Anderson says, “there would
not be enoukh doctors, nurses or hospi-
tal beds to take care of ali the injured
in the event of a nuclear war.”

“Let me say this,” offers Genser,
when asked how real the ibility is

By Craig Plechura
staff writer

Chinese dental techniques are com-

parable, technically, to those of the
United States. But China falls far short
of having enough dentists to go around,
meaning ircredibly long waits for pa:
tients.
That's what Dr. Robert Vernier,
owner of the House of Dentures in
Farmingtoa Hills, found on a recent
trip to that communist country. Ver-
nier was part of a group of 12 destists
invited to China by the Sino-American
‘Technology Exchange Council.

The US. dental contingent visited
five cities on the mainland: Peking,
Nanjing, Yangzhow, Zhenjianj and
Shanghal as welcomed guests of the
Chinese government from Feb. 26 to
March 29.

Vernier said like all members of the
group he genuinely sought to exchange
information with his Chinese counter-
parts but soon found he had little new
informatio to impart to them.

“We got there, we go to the hospital,
we're all geared to give our own little
lectures, and when we go into the hos-
pital we find that technically things are
fairly comparable in the dental hospi-
tal,” Vernier said.

This surprised the group, Vernier
said, because prior to the group’s arriv-
al the trade council had been telling
them Chinese dentists were desperate-
ly lacking in modern-day equipment
and techninues.

“So, 1 figare there’s no sense in going
through my prepared routine on how to
make dentures and asked the dentists if
any had serious problems fitting den-
tures.

”T0 BE POLITE they brought up 2
couple problems,” Vernler said. “We
were informally kibitzing back and
forth, and that’s when I found out why
so there were so few problems. There
are 11 million Chinese in Peking and

the work of Chinese dentists, Robert ton Hills,
Vernier, owner of the House of Dentures in Farming-

Denture grip diplomacy
reaches across Pacific

190 dentists. Of the 190 dentists there
are probably only five making den-
tures.

““A person who wants dentures made
hag to go the dental clinie in the hospi-
tal around 5 o'clock in the
morning. . .It costs (the equivalent of)
$11 for a set of dentures or a pair of
€ .

yeglasses.

“If a person has sore spots with the
dentures, because there are so many
patlents it takes weeks to be seen
again, and most patients probably do
something on their own. After all, it's

the only show in town. They will make int

dentures over for free if they’re unsat-
isfactory, but there’s such a long wait
few do. However, the work they did
looked good to me."

Equipment in the dental clinic at the
hospital is comparablé- to the equip-

ment used by American dentists in the beer.

late 1860s, Vernier said.

The cost of dentures in China seems
low, bot wages are too. At $1 a day pay,
the Chinese pay the equivalent of two
weeks' wages for a set of dentures,
American denture wearers pay closer
to three weeks’ wages for a set.

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT dentures
were only a small part of the group’s
work. What really impressed the Chi-
nese, Vernler said, was a new tech-
nique for repairing chipped teeth. A du-
rable material baked on teeth under a
special light. impressed the Chirese
dentists greatly because the material is

the same color as a person’s teeth, and -

the procedure requires no drilling.

‘While the trip was in a sense a vaca-
tion, Vernier said the dentists worked
hard, spending long hours in the dental
clinics.

“One night we were there helping
them till 10 o'clock, and we had a
round-table discussion that proved pro-
ductive,” Vernier said. “The Chinese
were so impressed that we'd stay til 10
when we had to leave at 7 in the morh-
ing.

discovered that things weren’t as back-
ward as he’d been lead 10 believe.

. friends with the American people.

“We really wanted to help them, ana
they sensed that.”

‘The group got the royal treatment,
especially in the smaller cities the vis-
ited. At one stop they were treated toa
24-course meal that included sparrow
as an entree and numerous toasts with
a potent, clear liquor.

“It didn’t take us long to learn to lay
off the white stuff during all the toast-
ing,” Verner said. “After the first sip
you could hear the whole room go
whoa " i .

‘The group became very fond of their
reter, a young man of 23, who

kept jotting down examples of Ameri-

_canslang, )

AFTER MONTHS of listening to lan-
guage records, Vernier was able to use
one expression in Chinese — “I need a

‘That message was immediately un-
derstood by the Chinese, but it took a
lot of explaining to get across what
Americans mean when they ‘“kid”
somebody. It's not an insult, but an
endearment.

The trip left the dentist and his wife,
Jean, with many lasting impressions.

There were the thousands of identi-
cal black bicycles parked outside work
sites.

“How they ever found theirs again
T'll never know,” he said.

There were the billboards urging
married couples to only have.one child
for the public good.

Children are a source of pride in Chi+
na, as in most countries, he said.

“The only time you'd see the Chinese
on the streets smiling is when they
would hold up their children for you to
see.

When Chinese people found out he
was American, Vernier said, they
would inevitably ask if Americans
were happy. With the next breath, he
said, the Chinese citizen would invari-
ably say that the Chinese want to be

Students warm up

By Judy Celmer
special writer

of a nuclear exchange. “Every time
there’s an escalation of the arms race
and there’s a qualitative change in the
nature of the weapons, we get closer to
the use of those weapons. Presen
both countries (United States and
'UBSR) are about at parity. We're ahead
at some and they’re ahead at some.”

Anderson declined to say whether he
thought he would see a nuclear ex-
change in his lifetime, but “I cannot
“concelve of the mdjor powers in the
world having the nuclear capability
and not using it in the event they are
losing a war.” ke says. -

But pojitical and medical ramifica-
tions of a nuclear war would be devas-
tating, both agree. R

Another threat, says Anderson, is th
possibility of “the accidental deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons — not only by
underdeveloped countries, but any
country.”

A nuclear war, Genser says, would
destroy “the whole fabric of our soci-
ety. The lucky ones would be dead.”

tly,
the

If we had such a war, she says, there’

would insects that would survive and
thrive on radlation and there would be
no safe water for drinking. .

“It's a horror that would be indes-
cribable” .
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" Planned

Students in Farmington public
schools have come out overwhelming-
ly in favor of the middle school con-
cept.

Teachers, however — especially
sixth grade teachers — are less than
enthusiastic about the switch from the
traditional junior and senior high to the
middle school, survey results show.

Administrators, though, point out the
numerous gains in the new system
which indicate an overall improvement
in the quality of education'in the Farm-
ington Public School District.

The switckover to middle schools,
says Assistant Superintendent of
Schools Lynn Nutter, was made be-
cause it was thought sixth, seventh and
eighth-graders were more alike and
had more in common.

‘Too, Nutter says, “It makes for abet-
ter school structure” to have sixth
through eighth together, rather than
seven through nine.”

Adding Yo the list of gains is Charlene
Parrott, co-ordinator of Career Educa-
tion, who claims that “the middle
school really becomes the bridge be-
tween elementary and high school” |

The concept of “planned gradual-
ism"” has help=d that cause, she says.
gradualism; Parrot ex-
plains, is the idea of gradually getting

students into a system of having a dif-
ferent teacher for each class, instead of
one teacher all day, like grade-school
classes. It also involves students more
in choosing their own classes, including

Jthose classes which provide “creative

experiences.”

The survey indicated other positive
changes occurred in:

o exploratory programs

® baslclearning skills

@ career awareness

& community relations

@ student guidance services

i Resersed

Pinball
boosters
are tilted

‘Two legal challenges to Farmington
Hills' pinball and video game ordi-
nance restrictions lost in separate
conrt decisions recently.

US. District Judge Thomas P.
Thornton on April 20 denied a request
for a ps injunction against
the city sought by attorneys for the
Broadway Market. The market’s own-
ers are trying to open a video game ar-
cade in the midst of the many booths at
the former Great Scott! supermarket.

In-a similiar case decided April 23
Oakland Circuit Judge Steven N. An-
drews dismissed with prejudice a suit
brought against Farmington Hills by
the owners of Tally Hall food mall.

At issue in both cases was the ques-
tion of what constitutes a primary use
of a business establishment and what
constitutes an accessory use.

The city’s attorney, Richard J.
Poehlman, successfully argued in the
Broadway Market case that each
tenant of booths in the market consti-
tutes a primary use. The larger the
space a primary user business occu-
pies, the more machines owners may
install under terms of the city ordi-
nance.

But the owners of Broadway Market
and Tally Hall contended that the mall
or market itself was the primary busi-
ness use and argued unsuccessfuily that
they had a right to open up an arcade
that they would operate in their multi-
usg establishments.

JUDGE HORNTON cited Poehl-
man's argument in deciding in favor of
Farmington Hills by denying an injunc-
tion.

Poehlman said in court that:

“[ think lying at the bottom of all
this is their contention that the Broad-
way Market is one principal use, and
that there are 30,000 square feet and
that video games are a proper accesso-
Ty use to the Broadway Market, and
therefore they are entitled to 30-some
odd games, It's that simple.

We're saying that is an improper
construction of what a principat use is.
‘What this is is an area which comprises.
a number of principal uses and we have
to determine what is accessory to each
one of those users.”

‘The market and mall owners want to
operate the game rooms themselves to
keep the profit instead of having their

ts make the money from the
james.

Bert Poole, controller of the Broad-
way Market, said owners of the busi-
ness are probably “going to drop the
whole thing” by dropping plans to in-
stall video games on the site.

Joanne Smith, manager of Tally
Hall, said owners there were waiting to
see what happened with Broadway
Market before deciding whether to
challenge the city’s amusement ordi-
nance in court.

to middle scho_ols

A majority of sixth grade students —
56.5 percent, survey results show —
say it’s been difficult being responsible
for their schoolwork.

The survey was conducted from De-
cember through March (1981-82), two
years after the switch from junior an
senior high schools. N

Middle schools consist of grades six’

through eight. The switch to middle

schools affected all of Farmington’s
public schools, causing four newly-
formed middle schools to pick up a
sixth grade, and three senior highs to
pick up a ninth grade.

In terms of students’ behavior, of-
fered Warner Middle School Principal
Gil Henderson, there are improve-
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The survey, however — th
used in 1978 — indicated eighth
graders would rather attend a junjor
high than a middle school, though their
parents preferred the present (middle
school) system.

In addition, a majority (52.2 percent)
of sixth grade teachers feel it's been
difficult for sixth graders to adjust to
the amount of homework in the middle
school.

Reason for teachers’ less excited re-
ception to the middle school idea, ex-
plains Nutter, is ropted to declining en-
roliments in elementary schools, caus-
ing many of the kindergarten through
eighth-grade teachers to be moved to
middle schools. Consequently, Nutter
says, many teachers feel “displaced,”
even though K-through-eight teachers’
certification allows this transfer to
take place.
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