County board told

By Suzie Rollins Singer
staff writer .

Two issues haver above the nation’s
capital: the “deficit and anything else.”

So says Sue Worsley, a Washington-
based auditor with Coopers and Ly-
brand. Worsley was in Oakland County
Jast week to tell the Board of Commis-
sioners her views regarding the destiny
of President Reagan’s New Federalism
and how it may affect local govern-
ments.
“The concentration on the size of the

deficit is something I have not seen be-
fore,” she said, “and I've been in Wash-
ington 15 years. The reason for it is
quite clear when you look at the num-
bers. Currently, the projected deficit
for 1983 is $182 billion.

“That's greater than the sum total of
the deficits from the previous five

Recapping the much-discussed rea-
sons for the deficit, Worsley explained
how high interest rates and decreased
revenues make it difficult for.economic
recovery to oceur quickly.
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Auto Show and
Spring Remnant Carpet Sale

8,000 yds. AVAILABLE

Auto show and Convention Carpeting now available in
awide range of colors and styles. Also, bolt ends of
the finest shag and plush carpeting. Hurry for best
choice in popular colors.

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5, Fri. -9, Sat. 9-1
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SHE DISCUSSED the Senate Budget

Capitol Hill obsessed by deficit

Committee’s recent action to reject the
Reagan's proposed budget and adopt, ‘The federal . .
by a straight partylie & is too big
vote, a new set of goals for the 1983 to run. But the
budget. * . .
“Jt’s a total of a $77 billion reduc- que"’o'" of how to

tion, which they are trying to achieve arcel it how and
by increasing taxes by $20 biltion and P

¥y in, y o e
{he rest by spending reductions, leaving wI.w s resp_anm,ble are
about $35 billion in deficit in 1983,” she  Still questions.

said.

Some spending reductions proposed
include a one-year'pay freeze for all
military personnel, a $5-billion cut in
defense outlays for 1983 and a three-
year, $40-billion reduction in Social Se-
curity costs.

“They specificaily rejected a propos-
al to freeze the cost of living increases,
bat how they intend to cut that $40 bil-
lion is yet to be said. They will also
freeze the domestic spending at the *82
levels for the next three years,” Wors-
leysaid.

However, she told Oakland politi-
cians that national politicians would
probably not act on the budget before
the November election.

ON NEW FEDERALISM, she said
she doubts the switch in the adminis-
tration of such programs as food

* stamps, Medicaid and Aid to Families

with Dependent Children will oceur
{his year.

In recent months, Reagan has met
with the country’s governors to discuss
his New Federalism plans. Those plans
have been modified since he originally
proposed them, Worsley said.

“The federal government has agreed

to keep food stamps. The feds will take
over Medicaid costs in a swap with the
states, which will take over AFDC
costs. Unfortunately, the Feds haven't
announced how they would run Medic-
aid,” she added.

“The feds would also have some
money available for states which can't
Jun their own programs, and they'll
‘toss in 10 programs to give back to the
states, instead of the original 40, but
they didn't specify which ”

She advised local policy makers to
think about what programs they would
like states to administer and how it
could be done.

“The federal government is too big
to run. But the question of how to par-
cel it how and who's responsible are
still questions,” Worsley said.

“Do you have the capacity to run
programs that the feds are turning
over to you? Which programs are
worthwhile for people in your area and
which are not? Then forward them to
your governor.”

“New Federalism is moving through
quickly, but it's not necessarily going
anywhere.”

Water board petitions due May 22

Oakland County Drain Commissioner

George W. Kuhn is asking all people
and local government clerks holding
petitions to restructure the Detroit
Water Board to return
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them by May 22.

Petitions should be returned to the
Oakland County Drain Commissioner,
Public Works Drive, Pontiac 48054.
They need to be filed with the secre-
tary of state in Lansing before the legal
deadline of May 26.

ol
a0

me-

i

“To date, we have over-100,000 sig-
natures on file, and there are more
*than enough petitions in the field to ac-
cnr:plish the goal of 229,000,” Kuhn
said.

is to place on the November
ballot a proposal to restructure the wa-
ter board, which serves 100 communi-
ties, so that suburban customers can
pick their own members of the board,
which sets rates and runs the regional
water and sewer system.




