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Nighttime cable TV host

By Duane Stewart
speclal writer

INO VALLE is to cable TV
what Johnny Carson is to
late-night television. Execu-
tive producer, host and per-

former on his own show, Valle gives
talented people from all over Michigan
an opportunity to strut their stuff be-
fore the cameras of Channel 28 United
Cable TV of Lincoln Park.

“The Dino Valle Show” is a well-exe-
cuted half hour of chit-chat and enter-
tainment, slick and professional, with

. emphasis on the neighborhood star
rather than the nationwide superstar.

“Qur basic idea is to give promotion
and exposure to the talent we have
right here in Michigan,” Valle said.
“The local communities are saturated
with good performers. There's a need
for a show like this, but no one has it.”

In his own life, Valle has learned the
importance of media exposure. In the
early ’60s, he left his birthplace in
Rome and came to America to study
opera, He was going to the Detroit In-
stitute of Musical Arts when he decided
to enter a local contest that judged var:
ious performers on the quality of their
musicianship and voice. The Mario
Lanza Award, named after the operatic
exploits of one of Hollywood's greatest,
was given to Dino Valle for his excel-
lence in musie.

“THAT LAUNCHED my career right
there,” be said. “Just having the en-
couragement and the was
enough to keep me working at my art.”

‘The award was not given in vain. .

Valle has paid back what he received
with his own contribution to music. He
is opera director in Dearborn, using his
expertise for the arrangement of an op-
era and concert series at the Henry
Ford Centennial Library. A concert of
excerpts from many operas will be giv-
en May 21, and in the fall “Traviata”
by Verdi will be staged.

Valle also hosts & daily show on
WCAR in Livonia. The Italian opera
hour is run between 4-5 pm. A five-
plece band called Dino Valle and the
Venetians is often seen around Michi-
gan. Five record albums spotlight the
music and singing of this man whose
voice could be a bottled spice.

He sings with other artists at Opera
Night every Wednesday at the Fonte
D’Amore restaurant on Plymouth Road
in Livonia. Valle, a resident of Dear-
born Heights, can now make a living
off his talent. His success is pretty
much a chain reaction of the award he
won, which put him in the limelight for
those few necessary moments.

Most artists would like to make a ca-
reer of their art. But for many it is enly
a part-time hobby waiting for the mag-
ical moment of discovery. “The Dino

Valle Show” could be one step closer to
the Jobnny Carson show for the (mpa-
tlent performer awaiting a break.

ALTHOUGH THERE is no monetary
payment for the local entertainers ap-
pearing with Valle, there is the more
valuable reward of recognition.

Chapne! 28 has been broadcasting
the program since September of '81 to
such downriver communities' as Lin-
coln Park, Woodhaven, Trenton and Gi-
bralter.

“T reaily hope this show can be syndi-
cated nationally or be taken up by a
major station,” Valle sald. “I believe I
have the knowledge to make & good lo-
cal show. I've had four years back-
ground in television. I worked with
Rita Bell, Vie Caputo and Bob Hynes,
and I also obtained some valuable ex-
perience with Channel § and Channel
20.

“Jf this show can get the major net-
work coverage that Rita Bell had it
will be very helpful for the entertainers
who appear.”

“The Dino Valle Show" has been host
to a varlety of people, of varying peso-,
nalities and varying talents. Johnny
Ginger, a singer and comedian from
WXYZ Radio, was on. Then there was
comedienne Edna Brownof Lincoln
Park, the Two Generations rock band
from Jackson, the Imaginations who
did a Blues Brothers Imitation, the Ba-

roque Duo of Rochester on flute and
harpsichord, and the Frontier Guomen
of Ortonville — a country-western
group that staged a gunfight.

VALLE MAKES it a point that he
does not want to be labeled as a low-
budget “Gong Show.”

“By no means are we an amateur
talent show. I have professionals on the
show, people who have been playing at
clubs around town, people from radio
and stage. I don't encourage the type of
thing where some mother thinks her lit-
tle girl is the next Shirley Temple so
she tries to use my show as her publicl-
ty platform.”

Most of the acts are booked by Tal-
ent Coordinator Al Cole of Garden City.
He has been a professional agent for
many entertainers (including Valle) for
quite a long time. He offers his phone
number for the aspiring artists who
would like to audition for a spot on
“The Dino Valle Show.” It is 261-2141
or 281-2148.

The show is pre-recorded every Sat-
urday between 11 am. and 2 pm. It
airs every Wednesday and Friday from
7-7:30 pm.

Tony Palmieri is producer. Mark D.
Brewster is director. Tina Zelinski runs
audio. And Dennis Harrison is camera-
man. They function on & volunteer ba-

Weu. the credits have rolled. And un-
til next week. . .
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Dino Valle, who hosts a daily Italian opera hour on WCAR Radio of
Livonia, recently also became host of a twice-weekly entertainment
show on Channel 28 United Cable TV of Lincoln Park.

Golden songs make musical ‘South Pacific’ glow

Performances of the Farmington
Players production of the Rodgers
and Hammerstein musical “South
Pacific” continue through May 22.
Tickets were sold out before the
show opened.

By Barbara Michals
special writer

review

ers.

Set on a South Pacific island oceu-
pled by the US. Navy during World
War II, the show focuses on two poig-
nant Jove stories with interracial com-

tunes of pure gold, “South Pacific” isa
perennial audience favorite. The cur-
rent b;

With Rodgers and Hammerstein

P y the
Players is a spirited rendition featur-
ing many fine volces and able perform-
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Look what’s happening at
The Old Mill...

SUNDAY BRUNCH

Served 11a.m. 'til 3 p.m.

All you can eat...$7.95
Children under 10...$4.95

en

PSYCHIC FUN NIGHT
Waednesday, 7 p.m. 'til 10 p.m.

Y

DANCING

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Ensign Nellie Forbush, a npaive
young nurse from Little Rock, falls in
love with Emile ue, a middle.
aged French planter with a shady past.
Nellie cannot cope, though, when she
learns of DeBecque's two Polynesian
children from his first marriage.

Meanwhile, Lt. Joseph Cable, a

young marine on special assignment to
the island, falls in love with Liat, a
beautiful native girl, but he finds it
hard to face the prospect of an interra-
clal marriage.

PERKY LINDA Finder is thoroughly
engaging as Nellle, the “cock-eyed op-
timist” who's “in love with a wonderful
guy” but resolves to “wash that man
right out of my hair.” Finder has a
pleasing voice and also convineingly
portrays Nellle's heartache.

As Emile, John Emmert's strong
baritone is at its best in the hauntingly
beautiful “Some Enchanted Evening.”

Fridays in Fannys

Emmert also does a fine job of convey-
ing Emile’s European charm, though
his facial expressions are a bit stiff, His
parody of Nellie singing while washing
her hair is an audience favorite.

Lt. Cable is a serious man who must
be taught to unwind, but Jim Austin
seems excessively unemotional in the
role. His voice is effective In “Younger
Than Springtime” but more animation
is needed everywhere, especially with
“You've Got to Be Taught,” the song
that spells out the show’s anti-prejudice
theme,

As Bloody Mary, Liat's shrewd, con-
niving mother, Mary Frankfurth is

ing with gusto. Her i
is infectious in “Happy Talk,” and her
rich voice casts a romantic spell with
“Bali Hai”

Dick Sammis’ Luther Billis is a lov-
able rogue who manipulates his way
around naval regulations. This Luther
has fewer rough edges than the way he
is usually portrayed, and his adoration
of Nellie comes across much stronger.

SAMMIS LEADS the Seabees in a
lively chorus of “There Is Nothing Like
a Dame" and also heads the hilarious
drag chorus line in “Honeybun.”

In supporting roles, Dick Coe and
Bob McSweeney are convincing as
commanding officers. Coe’s MacArthur
affectations are an amusing touch.
Louise Rizzi is a fetching Liat, and
Robby Goldman and Angie Gillette are
DeBecque’s adorable youngsters.

CAN MAKE THIS OFFER.

- AVIRE PLENTY OF SHRIMP & HORS D'OEUVRES
848 DIXI 5 PM - 7 PM EVERY FRIDAY
5838 DIXIEHWY. OponTysa.F1t 11 am2am, Se. 5o 2am, AT FANNYS HAPPY HOUR head g;t 'I(;:to ﬂé&; ﬁo;gzghz?uii
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6239300 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT e oro > g
_ STARTING AT 7 PM y we're not your ordinary

fast food place.’Cause nobody
else has our taste.

“00H, WHAT A DIFFERENCE
08 €0 BELL MAKES!

FANNYS LOUNGE inthe

TroyHiltonInn JC

1455 STEPHENSON HWY.
TROY, Ml 45084

Every Friday
we show off

(313) 583-9000

Ringsley Inn B

Voted Best Hotel Dining Room by Monthly Detroit Magazine

Our facilities are unsurpassed!

'WITH PURCHASE OF BEEFY TOSTADA,
ENCHIRITO. , BURRITO SUPREME., OR
TACO SUPREME - AT THE REGULAR PRICE.
Offr Exploes 3-16-82. Plesse presest his coepon when orderiag Linic

perper i .
THCO /¥ BELL
Good Oy 1 Puicpeicg Tco Bl Rstaamis.

with exquisite ocean |
entrees! Indulge in our |
“all you can eat” buffet i

Gourmet dining for your conference of ten..or your

- wedding reception for 500! Bridal Showers, Bowling Ban- every Friday from
g:;eets, BgarMitz‘\)/ahs and every otherimportant occasion. 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. I IO N AN BN BN N m
Adults $14.95. Children |
WOODWARD AT LONGLAKEROAD under 12 $6.95. For I
reservations call 559-6500
BLOOMEFIELD HILLS and ask for the Coffee Garden.,
1400 - Michigan Inn [ © 1962 Toco Bt

16400 J.L, Hudson Drive ||
Southfield, Michigan




