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After heavy politicking,
House hikes income tax

"By Tim Richard
“staff writer

After waiting 22 hours for the House of Repre-
sentatibes to act, the Michigan Senate went on va-
cation Friday at dawn, leaving until April 20 action
on a state income-tax hike designed to resolve the
state’s fiscal crisis.

. The House passed the tax hike 54-40 after an all-
night session. .

“The Senate waited all night for it,” said a tired
state Rep. Jack Kirksey, R-Livonia, just before get-
ting to bed at 10 a.m. Friday. “The game plan was
‘to get it through the House today, but they (sena-
“tors) said they were in no condition to pursue it.”

“They couldn’t get the votes,” added Rep. Joe
‘Forbes, D-Oak Park, Democratic floor leader.

IN LAST week’s action on the state’s $611 million
-fiscal crisis:
. ® Both houses voted to increase the state ciga-
-rette tax to 21 cents a pack from 11 cents. The bill
goes to Gov. William G. Milliken for his signature.
‘It is expected to narrow the gap by $95 million.

® The House, after heavy politicking in its
marathon session, barely approved a bill raising
“the state personal income tax 1 percent to 5.6 per-
-cent. The hike is retroactive from April 1 and runs
to Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year. It will raise
$150 million. The Senate will take up the measure
Tuesday, April 20, when it returns from Easter re-
cess.
® A new 4-percent amusements tax was to have
been taken up by the House last week, but Forbes
said “we didn’t get to it.” It would affect tickets to
all kinds of amusements — theaters, movies and
sporting events as well as video games and cable
television. Despite heavy opposition, Forbes pre-
dicted, “It won't have half the difficulty of the in-
come tax, even if it gives the lobbies time to work.”
1t's slated for House action April 20.

® The Joint Appropriations Committee gave ap-
proval to Govenor Milliken's proposed $308 million
in state spending cuts.

“IT WAS the responsible thing to do,” said state
Rep. Ruth McNamee, R-Birmingham, who voted
for the income-tax increase.

“It was an emergency because 1) we have a cash
flow problem, 2) the state constitution requires us
to balance the budget and 3) we had to protect the
state’s credit rating.

“Believe me, I learned a lot about credit ratings
in the last week. Once you lose it, it takes you five
years to get it back. It doesn’t affect just the state.
Every public entity would suffer if Michigans
credit rating dropped from a 2 to a 3 — Oakland
University, Oakland Community College, schools
and cities,” said McNamee, a fourth-term lawmak-

er.

“Nearly all are in the (credit) market because of
the executive order cutting their state appropria-
tions. Local governments and school boards will un-
derstand. A lot of them thanked me for stepping up
to do what I have to do.

“The alternative is for the state to go belly up, or
whatever you want to call it.” She added she ex-
tracted “a strong commitment” from Milliken not
to ask for the tax hike’s renewal.

KIRKSEY, a third-term lawmaker and former
school administrator, was unimpressed by the cred-
it rating argument.

“They told us that if we didnt pass it by Wednes-
day, it would be a great embarrassment to Jerry

“Miller (budget director). It was painted as an end-
of-the-world thing" said Kirksey, who voted
-against the income-tax increase.

“It was almost as if every second were precious.
There were obviously artificial deadlines.

“I dislike legislation by erisis. It's repulsive to
me to develop public policy that way — people
milling around the House floor for hours.”

Both McNamee and Kirksey told of Milliken per-
sonally crossing the street to the Plaza Hotel to
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Legislative roll call
on 2 tax measures.

Here is how area state legislators voted last
week on two tax increase bills:

CIGARETTE TAX

House voted 61-25 and Senate 22-15 in favor.

House yes: W.V. Brotherton, R-Farmington; Joe
Forbes, D-Oak Park; Ruth McNamee, R-Birming-
ham. .

House no: James Defebaugh, R-Birmingham;
Matt Dunaskiss, R-Oxford; Doug Cruce, R-Troy.

Not voting: L. Jean Willoughby, R-Bloomfield
Hills.

Senate yes: Donald Bishop, R-Rochester, and
Doug Ross, D-Oak Park.

Senate no: Dana Wilson, D-Hazel Park. Wilson
replaced veteran Sen. Bill Huffman last week after
winning a special election.

INCOME TAX

House voted 5440 in favor. Senate is to vote
April 20.

Yes: Forbes, McNamee.

No: Brotherton, Dunaskiss, Cruce, Willoughby.

Absent: Defebaugh.

awaken Rep. Edgar Geerlings, R-Norton Shores,
who had departed at 6 a.m. to get some sleep. Geer-
lings delivered his promised yes vote.

KIRKSEY SAID the automatic voting board,
which is supposed to be held open no more than
three minutes, was kept open a half-hour while
votes were rounded up.

In addition, he complained the bill was given im-
mediate effect in a technique lawmakers call the
“fast gavel.” Otherwise, the tax hike wouldn't have
taken effect until a year from now. N

“They worked hard on the freshmen,” said Kirk-
sey — “they" being Milliken, his legislative assist-
ant, former state representative Bob Law and Mil-
ler.

“The freshmen are very impressed with the per-
sonal appeal by the governor. They worked three-
on-one. I got totally fed up with it.

“It was like a professional baseball pitcher and
catcher — they have a book on every batter, and
they go to work on them.

“There were also a number of lobby groups —
Michigan Education Association, American Feder-
ation of Teachers, colleges and universities —
working very hard. One organization, I heard, laid
out $3,000 or $4,000 directly. The lobbying was
ferocious,” Kirksey said.

BUT IF Kirksey was repelled by the all-night
battle, Forbes, a sixth-term lawmaker who acts as
a traffic cop on legislative bills, was impressed.

“The governor did a yeoman job. We speat a lot
of time on strategy last week,” said Forbes. “It was
about the closest coordination and cooperation I've
worked on with Bill Bryant (House GOP. leader),
Mike Bush (assistant GOP leader), the governor and
Bobby (House Speaker Bobby Crim). Bobby just
batted his brains out.

“The governor shuttled in and out. The whole
question was reapportionment and the (1982) elec-
tion and, of course, the public’s clamor (against tax-
es) without too much understanding of what would
happen if we didn’t raise the money.”

Forbes, whose district includes part of South-
field, said he received both pro and con mail but
sumrmed it up: “In my con mail, there was no under-
standing of why we had to do it, and no explanation
of why we shouldn't.”
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the 2nd Annual Chefs de Cuisine
Festival is coming April 18

Again, a gala evening for gourmets. Hudson's
and the Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association
is staging a buffet dinner featuring American
and International specialties from the best
chefs of Metropolitan Detroit. Join us to sip
champagne and savor food, including cold
and hot hors d'oeuvres, entrees, desserts.

Also enjoy a table top fashion show.

TIME: Sunday. April 18 at 7 pm.

PLACE: Hudson's Northland,

21500 Northwestern Highway, Southfistc:
First Level, Parking Lot "A”

Facing Northwestern Highway

CHEFS PARTICIPATING ARE:

Chef Michael J. Agius, Plum Hollow Golf Club
Chef Maria Zayda Ang, Restaurant Matia Ang
Chef Jeffrey Baldwin, Van Dyke Place

Chef Milos Cihelke, The Golden Mushroom
Chef Kevin Donovan, London Chop House
Chef Jeffrey Gabriel, Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
Chef Douglas Grech, Restaurant Duglass
Chef Gary Grzywacz, Clarkstcn Cafe

Chef Carolyn Haskins, Jacques Petit Jardin
Chef Danie! Hugslier, Detroit Athletic Club
Chef Ed Janos, Money Tree

Chef Mark Lemke, Van Dyke Place

Chef Leon, Leon Pastry

Chef Heinz Menguser. The Lark

Chef Leopold Schaeli, Machus Enterprises
Chef Ray Schwartz, Pontchartrain Wine Cellars
Chef Dan Stuewer, London Chop House

Chef Andy Toth, Joe Muer's Sea Food

Chef John Vanderwouw. former president of
Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association

Chef Glen Williams, Detroit Club

Hudson's La Cookie

Savino's italian lce

GENERAL ADMISSION: $30

Proceeds bensfit the Michigan Chefs de

Cuisine Association's Educational Fund and are

tax deductible. Your check is your receipt.

Tickets are available at Hudson's cash office,
Northland, Eastland, Qakland, and at

The Golden Mushrcom, Restaurant Duglass,
Pontchartrain Wine Cellars and Jacques Petit
Jardin. Or call Hudson's Special Events at 223-2404.

hudsons

SOUTHFIELD LIVONIA
28680 SOUTHFIELD ROAD 27483 SCHOOLCRAFT RD.
at 12 MILE ROAD CALL 552-9740 Waost of Inkster CALL 525-0334
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Interested in:
* Curting Wastre?
 Improving Cash Flow?
* Increasing Productivity?
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WE MAKEhIT EASY

Practical Answers for your Business Problems
¢ Inventory Coantrol
o “The Paper Crunch”
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33120 W. 12 Mile
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*While Supply Lasts

"1 14 KT GOLD CHAIN

12.00 Per Gram*

» 309 OFF CROSS PENS AND PENCILS*
FREE Engraving of name with purchase

o 30 To 50% OFF ALL JEWELRY

» 30 To 50% OFF WATCHES

Authorized CITIZEN Watch Dealer

¢ 30% OFF LOOSE DIAMONDS

FREE CLEANING OF JEWELRY
FREE BOTTLE OF JEWELRY CLEANER WITH PURCHASE*
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Jewelry Sales ¢ Repairs * Appraisals
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28480 SOUTHFIELD
4 blocks South of 12 Mile, Just look for our clock
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