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Spreen hit by suit
in Lazaros escape

. By Suzie Rollins Singer
staff writer

Oakland County Sheriff Johannes

Spreen is caught in another legal entan-
glement, and this time it could cost him
about $2 million.
Spreen’s attorney, retired circuit
Judge William Beer, hopes to appeal
Oakland Circuit Judge James S. Thor-
burn’s decision re ng Spreen to pay
$1.4 million plus interest !a the estate
of Paul Valentino.

“We are saying that Judge Thorburn
erred in this case and that his judgment
was legally and factually wrong,” Beer

id.
THORBURN'S decision came in a
1978 lawsuit in which Spreen and Oak-
1and County were sued by Valentind for
allowing a self-described Mafia bag
man — the late Peter Lazatos — to
escape from police custody in 1978.
Valentino died in a 1979 plane crash.

According to court documents, in
1974 Valentino sued Lazaros for sland-
er. When Lazaros failed to appear in
court, Thorburn awarded Valentino $1
million in a default judgment.

During the next four years, Valentino
tried unsucessfully to collect the mon-
ey from Lazaros. Finally Valentino
asked Thorburn to issue a bench war-
rant against Lazaros. Thorburn did.
But when sheriff's deputies set out to
arrest Lazaros, they found he was io a
Pontiac hospital.

THE ARREST was made against the
advice of county lawyers by then-Un-
dersheriff John F. Nichols. County
sheriff deputies were placed outside

Tropical

™ SAFELY WITHOUT
SUN & AGING SUN RAYS

Safe as the Food You Eat

MAIL TO TROPICAL

Up to 2 months supply

Box 67, Sterling Hght., M 48077

979-1442

Kids’ phones go in recession

By Suzie Rollins Singer
staff writer

Michigan residents don't appear to be talking on the
telephone any less these days. But they have cut down on
the number of lines to, and extensions within, their homes

‘We are saying that
Judge Thorburn erred
in this case and that
his judgment was
legally and factually
wrong.’

Lazaros’ hospital door until County
Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson or-
dered them removed several days lat-
er.

Lazaros then left the hospital and
wasn't seen until 1978 when he was ar-
rested for fraud.

When Lazaros died in jail in April
1978, Valentino turned to the county
and Spreen for his money.

‘The court dismissed the case, saying
Valentino couldn’t prove damages. But
Valentino took the case to the state
Court of Appeals, where the dismissal
was overruled and a circuit court trial
ordered, this time dropping the county
as a defendant and allowing Spreen to
prove his lack of negligence, because
he had no knowledge of the entire inci-
dent. X
Last month Thorburn heard the case
again, found the sheriff negligent and
ordered him to pay the $1.4 million
plus interest out of his own pocket.
Thorburn ruled that Spreen must be
personally responsible for all persons
in his department.

County officials say they are ap-
palled by the decision. They direted
Spreen to hire a “top notch” attorney
for an appeal.
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Bill Hensley, news relations manager for Michigan
Bell, said the declining profits are symptoms of the reces-
sion and of competition.

“Both businesses and residents are cutting back en (he
amount of service they have. Business are cutting out
extra lines, and we're finding families that used to have
children’s and adults’ phones now have the children talk-
ing on the parents phone,” Hensley added.

“We're also serving fewer customers because some
have moved to the Sun Belt. We'e finding that when a
person maves from one city to another (within Michigan),

they may not get as many extensions as they had in their
old home,” he said.

M;chigan Bell's 1981 annual report listed atotat of 6.28
n!xllmr: telephones in the state. From 1980 to 1981, ser-
vice dropped one percent as 23,000 fewer main phones
and 38,000 fewer extensions were ordered.

_In addition, Michigan Bell ranked just above San Fran-
cisco's Pacific Bell as the second worst phone company in
terms of profitability.

Although phone service is down, Michigan Bell record-
ed a net income of $198.7 million in 1981, a 519 1 million
increase over 1980.

Hensley maintained that telephone service has not
priced itself out of the Detroit area market, despite high
unemployment. Bell offers its least expensive service at
$4.50 a month, and Hensley said 95 percent of the state
population has a telephone. Those who don't, choose not to
have a phone, he said.

Jacobs speaks
twice Tuesday

Dick Jacobs, Libertarian Party gu-
bernatorial candidate, will speak twice
Tuesday in Oakland County. )

At noon, he will address students in
the Fireside Lounge of Oakland Uni-
versity’s Oakland Center on the Ro-
chester campus. The session, part of 3
series with gubernatorial candidates, is
open to the public. i

At 7:30 p.m. Jacobs will speak at the
‘monthly meeting of Oakland County Li:
bertarians at the Birmingham Commu-
nity House, 380 S. Bates.
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The Quick-As-A-Fox* Guarantee

Bring your roll of 110, 126, or 35mm color print roll film (full frame,
C-41 process only) for developing and printing to a Fox Pholo retail
store. Monday through Tharsday. before the alternoon pick-up.
(Check your friendly Fox store for exact time.} Your pictures will be
ready alter the last delivery the next day, excluding holidays. If not.
your order is FREE!

Plus,

you can now choose your photofinish.
D:amond Gloss or Satin Sheen

Diamond Gloss gives the profes-

sional look to all your shots. with

superhard, bright color. Satin Sheen

finish gives your pictures a soft, warm

glow—it makes every picture prettier.
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accompany order
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10 Convenient Area Locations
To Serve You!

PLYMOUTH «Colony Park S/C. PITISFIELD TOWNSHIP
*882 Wes\ Ann Arbor Tran Wauen & Garlmg #4651 Washlanaw
BIMINCHA INKS REDFORD, TOWNSHIP
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25604 Michigan Ave *300 Nnnn Center
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FOOD & DRINK ,
Proudly Presents
MALONE & NOOTCHEEZ

APRIL 13, 14, 20, 21
2225 OPDYKE ROAD e

Pontiac

PFAFF HOBBY
« Open Acm » Stretch Stitch
« Heavy Duty » Automatic Buttonholer
+ Portable Case + 5 Year Warranty &

Lessons. Now ’299

Regular $499
Other models at similar savings
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*|SOLID OAK BREAKFAST TABLES $179.95
- 1SOLID OAK CHAIRS FROM $34.95
All at Everyoay Savings!
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« SIZES 7-14

M-Th-F 9:30-8 T-W-S 9:30-6 10-9 Daily; 10-6 Sat.

Professional Curling Iron

« Swivel Cord
or 3399

« 2 Heat Settings

+ Built-In Safety Stand Gaine
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$14.40 to $28.80 NEW MANAGEMENT
'(s-xe dackats Excluded) * SIZES 4-18 Proudiy P .
’ GIRLS roudly Presents
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- | 1€ LAND | ieigorieens The Top “40” Dance Music
= Vi |'20%0 By VICTOR SABA PRODUCTIONS
FARMINGTON PLAZA  LIVONIA'S NEWBURGH PLRZA | - Saseon N Featuring the beautiful & lovely CORIN
474, . at6mil +BON JOUR

l@aoward’s

beauty
-suppl
- 33318 Grand River a Road, Farmil ey
Next Door to Clvll:‘ﬂ\enlve Rear Entrance with Parking
476-1955  DAILY 9:30-6 FRI. 9:30-7 SAT, 10-5:30

*Open Monday thru
Saturday 7:30 PM.
to 2:00 AM.

*Ladies Night Every
Thursday (All ladies
drinks %2 price all
night)

*Music & Dancing
from 9:00 PM: to
2:00 AM.

*All drinks from
7:30 PM. to 9:00
PM. % price

Cafe Fior will soon open to serve lunch

29121 Northwestern Hwy. at 12 Mile
in the Franklin Shopping Plaza

358-4541




