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illage cut

will offset
value jump

By M.B. Dilion Ward
staff writer . N

Patrol costs w:ll total $995,105, and

Although expenditures in Farming-
ton Hills’ 1982-88 proposed budget are
up 5.75 percent over the current fiscal
year, taxpayers will be unaffected —
in keeping with the recently enacted
‘Truth in Taxation law.

‘The legislation prevents local gov-
ernments from automatically recelv-
ing higher property tax revemue due to
assessment increase by mandating an
offsetting mmage reduction.

The city’s revenue for 1982-83 totals
$14,475,998 — yp from $13,217,335 this
year. The increase reflects §532,342 in
fund balance and reserve funds;
$417,000'in block grant funds; $201,000
in additional property tax revenue, and
$100,000 in increased state shared rev-
enues. :

Interest income is expected to de-
crease during the coming fiscal year by
$350,000 due to smaller yields and re-
duced investmeats.

“The budget was prepared on the
premises of rolling back the millage
from 8.5 mills levied in 1981 to 8.16
mills ($8.16 per $1,000 of equalized
valuation),” said City Manager Law-
rence Savage. i

“That offsets the increase of residen-
tial values of approximately 5 percent
over those of 1981.”

{Farmington Hills’ current 8.5 mil-
lage compares to 11.25 for Farming-
ton; 25.46 for Pontiac; 25.2 for Hazel
Park; 18.67 for Berkley; 17.48 for
Southfield, 15.48 for Northville; 15.25
for Birmingham; 13.47 for Lathrup Vil-
lage, 11.5 for Orchard Lake Village;
10.85 for Troy, and 10.42 for Bloom-
field Hills. Only West Bloomfield
‘Township at 6.27 mills rates lower than
Farmington Hills in Oakland County.)

The city’s staff was trimmed by
eight positions during the 1981-82 fiscal
year due to layoffs in the building de-
partment and several vacated positions
left unfilled.

Four poslﬁﬂns will be added includ-

d clerical expenses
$492,171. Police Chl& John Nichols
will draw a salary of $39,188.

The city’s boards and commissions
will operate on a 1982-83 budget of
$1,337,483 — an increase of $120,930
over the current year.

‘The Fire Department accounts for
the third greatest expenditure in the
1982-83 budget with an apportionment
of $1,166211. The sum represents
$107,050 less than the amount request-
ed by Fire Chief Larry Karon, whose
salary isbudgeted at $35,000?,

Other budgeted salaries for 1982-83
are as follows:

© city manager, $49,595;

® assistant city manager, $40,778;

® city clerk, $34,503;

e finance director/treasurer,
$36,000;

@ director public services, $36,939;

® D.P.W. superintendent, §31,730;

® director parks and recreation,
$32,599;

‘The library system, which requested
$921,421, will receive $840,866.

Allotted to the 47th District Court is
$366,892 —. $39,558 less than its re-

quest.

Incorporated into the budget are
funds to operate and malatain 126 mu-
nicipal vehicles. The breakdown of ve-
hicles per department Is as follows: po-
lice department, 34; D.B.W., 30; fire de-

three; and general government, two.

Although the proposed budget allows
for the maintaining of city services at
present levels, Assistant City Manager
Bill Costick notes that the city’s capital
improvement program will suffer un-
der the proposed budget.

“We've really tried to hold the line to
the bare minimum by deferring capital
expenditures, and by delaying new pro-
grams and the purchn.xe of new equip-
ment,” Costick said.

“We don't have much allotted for

ing two Fire D

an additional police officer and a re-
cording secretary in the City Clerk’s
office.

Police Department expenditures will
be the biggest drain on city revenues.
They comprise 29.5 percent, or
$4,264,022, of the budget. The figure
represents $192,875 less than requested
by the police department and $317,101
more than allotted for the current
budget year.

capital imp such as storm
drainage, roads and sidewalks — and
that’s very much a concern.”

(The 1982-83 proposed budget appor-
tions only 4 percent of the amount allo-

- cated last year for "capital projects.

City' officlals hope to institute some
type of capital improvement program
next year.)

‘The City Council bas until its first
June meeting to hold a public hearing
and approve the budget.
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By M.B. Dilion Ward
staff writer

“We open, parking rear t00,” beckons

the sign gracing the door of the brand
new Tokyo Oriental Health Spa, 28841
Orchard Lake Road.

An Oriental mobile jingles as you esi-
ter, while your eyes are drawn to three
potted plants on the floor of the lobby.
An opened box of salt, in keeping with
Ji apanme customn, welcomes good luck.

“Pressure percussion massage,”
reads another sign. “One-half hour, $25;
45 minutes, 380 one hour, $40. Expert
Oriental staf}

Japan's mrolo ‘Tamura, who opened
an Oriental health spa in Waterford
four years ago, and a second in Plym-
outh a month ago,.chose Farmington
mus s a third location because of its

businesses.
"Ithlnktheyneedcurhe!p I think
they need our spa here because there
are a lot of businesses,” said Tamura, a
U.S. citizen who came to this country
from Tokyo eight years ago.
“We specialize in the art of muscle
pressure massage, which helps your
fired muscles, particularly when you
have a back ache or tired muscles from
long drives, boring work or any kind of
sports.”

Norlhvllh'l Hal Rudnianin, a student at Madonna Tamura gives him a p
Collage, feels the tension dripping from his finger- His spine feels like “it'y transcending into a string of
tips when Tokyo Orientsl Health Spa owner Hiroko pearfs.”

Bit of Oriental spice
added to Hills living

Muscle massage utilizes the princi-
ple of acupuncture, substituting the
thumbs for needles, she added.

‘Tamura's spa is lined along one side
with massage booths. Exercise bikes, a
sauna, a 280-gailon whirlpool, suntan
booth, showers, a locker room and a
lounge area also are at the disposal of
aching customers. More exercise
equipment is on order.

‘Tamura encourages potential cus-
tomers to call 553-2898 to make'an ap-
pointment. Ladies wishing to walk in
for a massage are encouraged to do so
between 10 am. and 5 p.m., and men
from5 p.m. and 1a.m.

Persons under 21 may visit the spa if
accompanied by a parent.

City officials were slightly apprehen-
sive when they saw the Tokyo Oriental
Health Spa sign spring up on Orchard
Lake Road between 12 and 18 Mile
roads recently.

“I've nevér seen a legitimate mas-
sage parlor, and Pve been to them in
Tokyo,” said Farmington Hills Police
Sgt. Albert Havner.

“We've received some inquiries, so
we'll go over there. Not necessarily to
play Mr. Snoop, but just to see what
they've got. Maybe what they’ve got is
just what we need.”

M. DILLON WARD/stat photographer

Health
service
restored

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

Dr. Edwin Blumberg, owner of the
Oak Hill Nursing Home in Farmington,
has lost his latest battle with Geriatric
Screening and Qutpatient Services, a
nonprofit mental health services agen-

cy.

The conflict began last summer
when representatives from Geriatric
Screening were denied access to Qak
Hill. According to Blumberg, the agen-
¢y “did not meet the requirements of
the law.”

‘The agency had begun providing free
ongoing mental health therapy to nurs-
ing home residents in the tri-county
area in March 1980 following its ac-
creditation by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Public Health.

Both Blumherg and Geriatric

ter filed with

the Health Department. Nearly 200 let-
ters were sent to aursing homes in
metro-Detroit as a result of a subse-
quent hearing before the Health De-
partment. The letter stated that Geria-
tric Screening had been accredited in
error and was unqualified to treat pa-
tients since it was not incorporated.
Donald Roberts, executive director
of the Neighborhood Services Organi-
zation, sougm to appeal the matter,
‘maintaining that Geriatric Screening
was qualified because nhsa\lmtonhe
Services O

It was the city's job to
whether the use proposed by Tamura|
was appropriate for property zoned for|
general business.

“Qur zoning ordinance doesn’t caver|
this kind of thing in any way shape or|
form,” said city planner Richard Lam-|
pi. “So we checked with the building in-
spectors in Waterford and Plymouth|
We got a clean bill of health.”

“It all depends on how a place like
that is run,” he added. “And she bas al-
ways run a legitimate operation.”

The planning commission gave|
Tamura approval after deliberating for.
two days.

Both of Tamura's employees, also
Japanese, received their massage
training at an Oriental massage school,
said the owner, who said she kopes to
expand her business to the size of Vic
‘Fanny.

“T've learned the business very good
and have had no trouble getting build-
ing its,” Tamura said. “It's pot
what people think. If we ran a hanky-
panky business, how could we run a
business for four or five years?"

Out-of-towner victim of highway robbers

Dale Dougal, 51, of Columbus, Ohio
was driving west on Eight Mile Road
near Orchard Lake in Farmington Hills
when he was run off the road, assaulted
and robbed at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday.

A trio of suspects was arrested by
Farmington Hills police and Michigan
State troopers shortly after the attack.

Dougal told police he was attacked
by a male and two females, all aged 20-
30. After forcing'him into a parking lot
off Eight Mile Road, Dougal’s attack-
ers got out_of a yellow Cadillac and
opened his unlocked car doors.,

One woman grabbed him around the
throat while the second went through

Dougal’s pockets pu]ling out his wallet
and taking $25

The women then removed Dougal’s
auto ignition key and returned to the
Cadillac, which their accomplice had
parked directly behind Dougal.

Dougal got out of his car and walked
to the rear of his vehicle.

The suspects’ car then lurched for-
ward, hitting Dougal in the legs and
pinning him between the two cars.

The Cadillac backed up and contin-
ued westbound on Eight Mile. Dougal,
who had a spare ignition key, drove to
a gas station and called police, giving
then the Cadillac’s plate number.

A ‘Band-Aid’ solution

Michigan's lowered credit rating
indicates that the temporary income
tax increase is only a ‘BandAldona
problem that needs major surgery,”
state Rep. W.V. “Sandy” Brotherton,
R-Farmington, said Wednesday.

Brotherton, who voted against leg-
islation increasing the state’s income
tax from 4.6 to 5.6 percent for six
months, said Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice, Inc. downgraded the state's
note, bond and building authority
bond rating despite a last-ditch, des-
perate effort by the Legislature to
maintain credit worthiness by passing
the temporary tax.

. “The temporary income tax in-

crease did not address Michigan's
Inng term revenue problem, accord-
ing to Wall Street,” he sald. “It may
me care of the immediate casb-flow

Brotherton scoffs at temporary tax

crisis, but it only postp the steps
that must.be taken to resolve the
problem.

“The continuing loss of industrial
jobs from a state that was once an
industrial glant and the ballooning
welfare costs that go along with it
have contributed to our present
‘These and other factors have driven
us to the edge of default. We've been

ly creeping towards

‘The continuing loss of industrial jobs
from a state that was once an industrial
giant and the ballooning welfare costs
thal go along with it have contributed to

our present crisis.’

- for several years.

““Up to this point the state has been

" reluctant to acknowledge a changing

ecouomy by adapting to it and modi-

lying spending policies. So now we -

ﬂnd ﬁut Michigan, financially trou-
bled but by no means poverty strick-
en, has.a lower credit rating than
states that possess far less wealth

than we do. Even if we are able to

borrow money in the future, it will
cost us dearly. On top of that, we've
Jjust saddled the people with an in-
come-tax increase that was supposed
to prevent all this from bappening.

Brotherton said that the lowered
credit rating also may affect the cost
to schools and local governments of

borrowing money on the national
market.

“Until the leadership In state gov-
ernment resets its priorities and sets
budget levels that are more realistic,
crisis management will be a way of
life in Michigan, and our crippled
economy will never heal,”

Michigan State Police stopped a yel-
low 1877 Cadillac on northbound I-275
near [-696 in Northville.

Officers arrested Daryl Penman, 25,
of Inkster, for driving under the influ-
ence of liquor, and also arrested his
two female companions. The three
were unable to post bond and were
transported to Qakland County jail
Penman posted $50 bond and was re-
leased. Exact charges against the two
women were not available by deadline.

Dougal, who had been staying at the
Knights Inn in Canton, suffered leg ab-
rasions but no broken bones, He told
police he was leaving town Thursday.

which is incorporated.

‘Task Force Four, the appellate body
of the Health Department, heard the
Geriatric Screening case Thursday.

1t concluded that Geriatric Screen-

ing’s access to nursing homes should be .

restored and that a letter to that effect
should be sent to all area nursing
homes stating that the agency’s access
was denied in error by the Health De-
partment.

Because Blumberg dropped all com-
plaints early last week, the case was
greatly simplified for the members of
the task force.

“Blumberg withdrew his grievances,
50 he was unable to take part in the
deliberations before Task Force Four,”
Roberts said

Blumberg failed to return several
phone calls placed to his office Friday
by the Observer. But Roberts, who
spoke with Blumberg during a break in
the task force hearing, said the nursing
home owner most likely dropped his
complaints because he believed the
Health Department’s original position
— that Geriatric Screening was ineligi-
ble to enter nursing homes because of
its nen-incorporated status — would be
supported by the task force.

“During the break, Blumberg told
our attorney Ken Cockrel that if we
came to his homes again he was going
to sue.

With the exception of a two-week pe-
riod in March when the Health Depart-
ment held a hearing on the matter,
Geriatric Screening has continuously
treated all of its patients notwithstand-
ing the slight confusion of some nursing
home managers.

What it will do in the future is uncer-

tain.

“We're not sure right mow what
we're going to do,” Roberts said. “We
want to be sure and ascertain what is
legally allowed for our organization.

“The pext step would be circuit
court, but we're not looking forward to
a lawsuit, or to taking this any fur-

peg!

Geriatric Screening-is operating un-
der contracts with the Detroit/Wayne

Ploase turn to Page 4A

what’s inside

Community Calendar . . . . 8B
Obltuarles . . . . . . ... 2A
Shopping Cart . . . .SectionB
ports . . . . ... .SectionC
Suburban Life. . . . .SectionB
NEWLINE. . . .. .. 477-5450
CLASSIFIED ADS. . .581-0800
HOME DELIVERY . . .591-0500

TOO MANY CALLS

When you have only one 1976 Pin-
t0 for sale, there can be o0 many
calls when the ad is in the Observer
& Eccentric Classifieds, Mn. Jer-
man termed ber response “Wild"
whea she sold her car within the
firs theee hours i fan.

-591. 0900
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concluded.




