. ‘The functions of protecting county
buildings and property, and preserving
the peace upon such premises. . . may
not be delegated to an officer or agency
other than the county sheriff. . .

— Attorney General Frank Kelley

By Suzie Rollins Singer
statf writer

Democratic Oakland County commissioners,
-{armed with a state attorney general’s opinion, are
asking their Republican colleagues to help merge
‘[the county public safety division and the sheriff’s
department.
Calling the two functions a “waste of taxpayers
money,” Democrats said they will introduce a reso-
lution at Thursday's meeting requesting the merg-
er, said Commissioner Lawrence Pernick, D-South-
field,
. 1" Presently, the 44-member public safety division
Ireports to County Executive Daniel T. Murphy, a

asked Attorney General Frank Kelly to issue an
opinion about who should supervise the safety divi-
sion.

Without issuing a numbered opinion, Kelley
‘wrote on May 12, making two points: .

® “The functions of protecting county buildings
and property, and presérving the peace upon such
premises, with the power of arrest and custody of
persons violating such provisions, are law enforce-
ment functions within the power, authority and re-
sponsibility of the county sheriff which may not be
delegated to an officer or agency other than the
county sheriff . . .

® “A county executive of an optional unified
countg, is precluded . . . from exercising the law

'Republican. The division is for patrol-
- ling county property. Several months ago, the Board
of Commissioners granted Murphy deputizing pow-

wers conferred by general law on
the county sheriff. For the same reason, the board

jers of his officers.

DEMOCRATS, however, contend the public safe-
ty function should be performed by the department
of Sheriff Johnannes Spreen, a Democrat.
The public safety division has been the subject of
a political tug of war between the parties.
Recently, state Rep. Joe Forbes, D-Oak Park,

of . . . may not confer the powers
of the sheriff upon the county executive.”

ALTHOUGH THE attorney general’s report is
not legally binding, Pernick said he hopes Republi-
cans will listen to its message.

“It's clear if we consolidate operations, we will
save some money for the taxpayers. I don’t think
people want to waste money,” Pernick said.

Kelley says safety jobis sheriff’s |

“‘And we have an added liability if anyone (in the
safety division) is injured while serving beyond the
scope of their duties.”

Safety division deputies have arrest powers on
county property. However, Sheriff Johannes Spreen
has said that a recent homicide in an Independence
Township county-owned park was never reported
to sheriff’s deputies for investigation. He contends
that the safety division’s powers are unclear.

Pernick said, “T think it's in the public interest to
consolidate the department. There would be no ad-
ditional expenses, and it would eliminate a lot of
unnecessary management people.”

BUT MURPHY disagreed, saying the attorney
general had no business interfering with county op-
erations. °

“The attorney general has never written an opin-
ion for us before on county matters, and I don't
plan to pay attention to his opinion. He is complete-
1y out of place,” he said.

Murphy compared the county safety division to
those on university campuses, which patrol the
grounds without being members of a law enforce-
ment agency.
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Asktheman. . .

Motoring luxury like this 1337 Super 8 was part of the Packard
reputation which told the public “Ask the man who owns one.”
The Detroit N has a dozen , vintage 1903
o 1957, on display in the museum’s Dodge Hall, 5401 Woodward,
Detroit, through August. Donation is $1 for adults and 50 cents for
children and seniors.

Looking for a long bike ride?

Long-distance bicyclists can tour
southwestern Michigan ang northern
Indiana from July 31 through Aug. 7 in
the annual 4-H Coast to Coast bicycle
tour.

The tentative cost of the tour is $45,
which covers lodging, breakfast and

dinner. Cyclists must be at least 12
years old and will be traveling 40 to 60
miles per day.

Deadline for leaders is June 15 and
for cyclists is June 30. For further in-
formation, call 858-0889.
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Hera's a mower that adapts 10 seasonal lawn care
Poods. Lefs you rear bag. muich, or disperse
clippings. Add an optional jumbo side bag to pick up
laarse3 in fall. Push or powor-propelied models.
Cortrols mounted on fold-away handles, easy spin

SOFAS STARTING AT $599°°

0 ‘starting, & height Ay and up
Spemal Gacharga uni Jﬂ'im:&ﬁ'”“ \} Choase a sofa in one of many impressive decorator fabrics,
' gl'l“lll:’Y&‘ Reg. NOW Umited Uma ofer. and receive a FREE Loveseat or FREE bair and Ottoman.
creen: capped at 4 + No Extra Charge for Special Orders or delivery |
factory direct prices. $%0.00 " 500 o . « 15 Styles to choose from * Sale Ends May 31~ "~

LEE’S LAWN & GARDEN
FuH Secvice Desler for 39 Yeers .

. 945 UNIVERSITY DRIVE
Pontiac  (W.ot 75 at University Bxit)  373.
When youwantdependability, lookfor...

Call Sweep-Eez to keep your
home fires burning safely.

SWEEP-EEZ CHIMNEY SERVICE
e 261-2152 g,
Membes: National Chimney Sweep Guild_

V4

o

[ ——




