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We’ve all got a lot to learn from Marco Polo

T Kerman and

. went on to Balkh and Badakshan and ascended

i

!

the upper Ozus through Wakhan to the plateau
of the Pamir. . . . Crossing the Pamir, the tra-
velers decended upon Kashgar, Yarkand and

! Khotan. ...

2
HAT IS the Encyclopedia Britannica's de-
scription of Marco Polo's route across
Persia, Afghanistan and Tibet to Cathay,
a travel story told this week on NBC-TV's
10-hour mini-series, Marco Polo.

Persia is now Iran. Cathay is China. Could you
stifl go on to Balkh and Badakshan, and ascend the
upper Oxus to Wakhan, or are all those places —
ancient names for cities no longer on the map?

Everything I know about Marco Polo " was
learned, long ago, in school: “He explored the silk

: route to Cathay.”

. pretty dull word in

Geography was a

those days, but it W3S proo orus know only

A
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Jones
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one-of-a-kind
traveler

very exciting this week

_ as I spread books and
. maps across the floor,

. Polo, I have a lot to

tryiig to follow that
13th century expedition
across the deserts and
mountains to China.

a litile more about
the world now than
the Venetians did in
those long-ago days,
in spite of National

Geographic and
* satellite
ccommunications.

LIKE YOUNG Marco

learn about the world.

played in the medieval world, because of its geog-
raphy.

THE ISLANDS and intricate canals of Venice
made the city a maritime power while protecting it
from invasion by stronger mainland forces,

In Marco Polo's day, it controlled the Mediter-
ranean all the way to Constantinople (now Istanbul)
and Galilee (now Israel), sending merchants like
tke Polo brothers into previously unknown places.

- The ships and supplies for the Crusades made Ven-

ice rich.

I have seen and photographed a few of the places
on Marco Polo’s hand-drawn map, to be found in-
side the cover of the book, “Travels of Marco Polo”
and some of the middle-eastern coun-

Our atlases put North
America firmly in the
center of the world
map, so Polo's exotic destinations are shown in two
: half on the eastern side of the map, half on
the western side. (Do Chinese maps put Asia in the
middle and divide North America in two?)

Many of those unfamiliar place names are still
on the map, thriving cities that I have never seen or
heard of. Others are places that I or my friends
have seen with our own eyes, a subject much talked
about this week.

Lynne Weir of Birmingham was trekking out of
“Khotan,” now Khutan in Kashmir, when guides
poisited to a barren mountain pass and said, “That
was the silk route to China.”

Jewel Cooke of Farmington, just back from an
African safari, is scheduled to visit Venice this
summer. Many of you have been to Venice. I have
not, nor did I realize until I checked under “V" in
the ‘encyclopedia, what an important role Venice

try on his outbound journey, Singapore and India on
his way back.

Parts of Jerusalem must look the same now-as
they did then, before there were Hilton and Shera-
ton hotels on the high hill behind the holy city. The
southwest tip of India, around what is now Trivan-
drum, surely has the same palm trees and inland

waterways seen on Polo’s return journey.

WHAT INTERESTS me most, however, is' that
‘most of us know only a little more about the world
now than the Venetians did in those long-ago days,
in spite of National Geographic and satellite com-
rmunications.

And few of us would attempt such a ]oumey. with
all the jet planes and maps at our command.

A few adventurers among us cross unmapped
deserts and struggle across mountain passes, but
too many of us refuse to go anywhere where pecple
don't speak English.

We all have a lot to learn from Marco Polo.

The Roates of MarcoPolo
1271-1295

Bay of Berel

—

Map shows routes of Marco Polo's travels.
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Traval

One Week From

598

Hawaii value vacalion
including Hotel & Air

GLYNN TRAVEL

“KIDS"’
Bring your parents...

‘Wae're fesa than a tank
24340 Meadow Brook of gas awayl
ovi, . Your Hosts:
478-1311 THE FIDELMAN FANILY
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BEFORE CARVING a turkey or ham let
the meat stand for twenty or thirty min-
utes. The meat will slice ensier and thinner.
Looking for money to help with the meat
bill --read the Observer & Eccentric Classi-
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SPEND A DAY IN CANADA
One Day Conducted Tours to Windsor, Ont. PER MIGHT,
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. » Lunich included R
187 per person Canadian Funds
Groups of 30 or more only
CHATHAM COACH LINES
3951 Walker Rd., Windsor, Ont. N8W 374

For Information: (519) 966-2821 or 3423

CAMP
SEQUOIA |

FAMILY LIKE |
ATMOSPHERE.

| 40 BOYS AND GIRLS
15

1-7 Wk. STAFF 1:4
HORSEMENSHIP,
INDIAN LORE,
SWIMMING POOL
TENTS 4 CABING.
Emphasis on [ndividual
Abllity

M. & MRB. WELKE
365 HELME
ADRIAN, M1 45221
(517) 263-2039
ZTthyr. ACACAMP
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has a limited number of privately owned 2-5 bedroom homes available for rental.
* Championship 18 hole golf course ® Tennls courts *

« Pool ¢ Private club dinlng room o

Birchwood Farm Estate

Birchwood Realty
P.0. Box 497
6789 S. Lake Shore Dr.
Harbor Springs, Ml 49740
(616) 526-2156

3

Please send complete rental information and free
color brochure: 01 Include sales information

IRIS SANDERSON JONES

Hideaway
Valley

condominum
Harbor . Michigan
VACATION RENTALS
from 547500 weekly
WEEKEND AND MONTHLY RATES AVAILABLE
o Luxurious Furnishings » Three Bedrooms
» Complete Kitchens ¢ Frreplace
« TV. & Phone * Children’s Tot Lot
+ Heated Outdoor Poo!
» Free Lighted Tennis Courts
For information or Reservations wiite:
Hideaway Valley Rentals
1185 Hideaway Valley
Harbor Spnngs, Mich. 49740
or Cal: (616) 5266264

Please Send Rental Information
and Free Color Brochure

Name
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9470 OId Bridge Road  Bay City, Mi 48706 ¢ (517)686-3500

Bay Valley Inn

Just 90 minutes away
on 1-75 near Bay City

4 GOLF WEEKENDS

TENNIS WEEKENDS
MINI VACATIONS

All weekends include a comfortable Inn Room for
three days and two nights, a Welcome Gift,
cocktalls, two Dinners, Breakfast, Lunch, Bay

Valley’s Fabulous Sunday Brunch and the use of
the recreational facilities. The Mini Vacation is
$198 for two persons.

For more information and reservations cali

Name Toll free In I 800/299-5098
Addre: In Detrolt call 313/963-3242
City. State. ip K ‘Bring this ad end receive $10.00 off on midweek, $20.00 on
Phon 'weekend packages. Explres 6-30-82




