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Rev. Lloyd Buss

The burdens our economy
creates should be carried
by all who participate

Some things are very clear. Others
arenot.

When Republican legistators say
they are opposed to in taxes we
understand what they say. When they
vote against tax increases and thus ef-
fect a decrease in social services, it is
o longer clear what they are doing. A
decrease in social services support is a
taxation of the poor.

Giving a name to this kind of action
is not easy. Adamant oppesition to any
tax increase and calling for reduced
expenditures in social services and
other programs has been called fiscal
responsibility.

But when aid to a family or individu-
al from social services is reduc
cause state revenue has declined, the
net result is the same as a tax increase
for the poor.

IN HIS BOOK, “The Careful Writer,”
Theodore Bernstein composed the word
“windyfoggery” by combining the
words wind and fog, which do not nor-
mally coexist except in language. He
used it to describe a roundabout, often
unintelligible, means of making a sim-
ple statement. _

He illustrated this with Lionel Trill-
i of the

Trying to give a name to what 15 Re-
publican senators were doing in voting
against a state income tax increase and
effecting a decrease in social services
is not as important as exposing it for
what it is. N

Transferring the burden of state pro-
grams from the middle and upper in-
come classes to the lower income
group is unjust and blatant political ex-

ency.

Unfortunately, it does not always re-
main an issue of identification. For
some, the continued reduction of social
services assistance turns into some-
thing far more serious. It means doing
without medical assistance, decent
housing, mental health care, a balanced
diet and job training for the unem-
ployed.

ALL MUST AGREE that our econo-
my is faltering. And the fact that it is
our economy should make it clear that
the burdens it creates should be carried
by all who participateinit. -

Obviously this is an issue that has
moved beyond fiscal responsibility and
has to do with the heart and spirit of
community.

those who have and want

ing's

“They fell in love and married.” Trill-
ing put it this way. “Their libidinal im-
pulses being reciprocal, they activated
their individual erotic drives and inte-
grated them within the same frame of
reference.”

more from those who don't have and
must pay more is a fundamental denial
of our God-given responsibility to care
for each other in the manner of justice
and love.

Some things are very clear.

gerontology
<J% A. Jolayne

Extended bed rest may
cause bladder problems

Dear Jo:

1 have just retarned from visiting
my father in the hospital. He has pneu-
monia and is confined to bed. His con-
dition is improving, and be expects to
be discharged next week.

Unfortunately be has another prob-
lem and is more opset about it than he
is the pneumonia, His is unable to hold
his arine, and as well as being em-
barassed by this he is very muck afraid
the problem will continue when he re-
turns home. Can something be dome
about this?

CH.

Loss of bladder control in hospital-
ized older people is very common. With
the insult of an acute disease such as
your father's pneumonia and the
change of bladder function routine that
is enforced by bed rest, it is almost cer-
tain that some incontinence (bed wett-

- ing) will be experienced.

Your father should not be discour-
aged, as such problems are usually
remedied when the person réturns
home to his/her routine.

Dear Jo:
1am a 35-year-old women. My ques-

volunteers

tion for your column is on early senlli-

ty.
My grandmother and two aunts on
my mother’s side of the family all died

of this condition in their early 60s. My ° _

mother who is in her 70s is quite well.
Is early senillty inberited, is it sex-
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There are some rare forms of mental
deterioration that are considered to be
inherited but are not sex-linked. These
conditions are not common.

In your letter you joned only

-

ST. PAUL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

165 E. Square Lake Road

your mother’s side of the family. This
is only a small portion of your total
family history.

I can understand your concern for
your own mental health in this matter
so 1 would sugest that you ask your
family doctor to refer you to the near-
est genetic center. Genetic centers are

located in teaching hospitals that are

associated with medical schools.

S

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau has weekly listings of volun-
teer opportunities. Further infor-
mation about these and other volun-
teer needs at over 200 agencies may
be obtained by calling the bureau at
642-7272. Any non-profit organiza-
tion needing volunteer assistance
may call the bureax.

SOFTBALL ASSISTANTS — Patient
volunteers are needed to help handi-
capped youth and adults learn softball
skills, Chase Special Education’ Soft-
ball, Inc. needs help 1-4 p.m. Sundays
through August.

ACTIVITIES VOLUNTEERS — By

sharing your compassion and cheerful
attitude, you can help brighten the lives
of those residing at the Farmington
Nursing Home. Volunteers are needed
at flexible times to take residents to
and from different activities and visit
on a one-to-one basis.

CHILDREN'S TELEVISION VOL-
UNTEERS — The Committee for Chil-
i to
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monitor morning and evening TV pro-

grams an hour a week. The
alzo needs s ers to present films
and lead discussion about children’s
television programming at group
‘meets. Six or more hour per month, 7
10 p.m.,, are requested.
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Henry Ford Hospital is offering a free telephone

U consultation with a nurse on May 27 to help answer

questions about high blood pressure, also known as
hypertension.

A nurse trained in hypertension will be on band
from § a.m. to 4 p.m. to answer any questions about
high blood pressure. Call 876-7173 and have your

* questions ready.

“High blood pressure cannot be cured, but it can
usually be controlled,” according to Velma Theisen,
clinical nurse specialist in HFH's Hypertension
Section. “Once patients are diagnosed as having
high blood pressure, they will probably have it for
the rest of thelr lives and will need medical treat-
‘ment and supervision. -

“Most people with high blood pressure feel no
differently when their blood pressure is normal or
when it is high, since high blood pressure seldom
causes symptoms. Because of this, you can't relyon.
How you feel to know if your blood pressure isupor
down.

Blood
pressure -
questions - -
answered
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