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™Y the movies

A
’ a Louise Snider

Satire on movies
is wrong more
than it’s right

What do you get if you cross a “Dr. Stangelove” with a “Net-
work”? “Wrong Is Right” (R), a bristling mixture of satire, black
comedy and caricature. -

“Wrong Is Right” was written and directed by Richard Brooks,
the director of “Looking for Mr. Goodbar,” “In Cold Blood,” and
“Elmer Gantry.”

His latest high-energy film is as topical as today's headlines and
maybe tomorrow’s. It incorporates all the bogies that quicken the
social-political pulse — Arab terorists, CIA plots, nuclear black-
mail — and twines them around an American presidential elec-
tion.

At the center of the frenetic activity is a television newscaster
so involved with events that the line between making the news and
reporting it is continually disappearing.

Sean Connery has the role of the newscaster, Patrick Hale. Hale
is the network darling. His sensational on-the-spot reporting (he
does his own camera work as well as reporting) wins high ratings
and big bucks for his news show.

He is always where things are happening, whether it is a “funny
farm” where people act out their fantasies of vielence or a terror-
ist training camp where people in uniform do the same thing.

AS FOR HIS personal opinions, all we know about his is that he
is a dedicated cynic. “We're in show business, baby,” he tells his
network boss. Although Connery displays his usual magnetism as
the television reporter, the character is seriously flawed.

He is presented as a larger-than-life character, with access to
presidents and potentates, yet his scruples are so confusing, or
poorly defined, that he is neither hero nor anti-hero. Yet, he cer-
tainly isn't intended to be representative of the common man with
ordinary strengths and weaknesses.

The same confusion of values and goals holds true of the film in
general. It vibrates with manic energy that is unfocused. It aims at
too many targets: i i litical inatis

So politics is a dirty business. So our leaders are not paragons of
virtue. So oil is power. So what's new? Books and movies have
mined this vein for decades, but Brooks jumps in with hysterical
frenzy as if he has discovered something new.

Adds sweetness

Fungus enhances wine taste

One of the most curious and remark-
able occurrences in the world of
winemaking centers around a fungus
that can attack grapes in the field and
cause them to shrivel into an ugly
mess, Visually it is repulsive, but vini-
culturally it is most appealing.

‘The condition, known variously as
noble rot, pourriture noble and Botrytis
cenrea, occurs only infrequently, but
when it does the grapes are trans-
formed into something dramaticaily

ifferent. It happens that certain years
ind the growing conditions favorable
for its onset. In these, ripe grapes are
left on the vine following their normal
time of harvest, and the fungus begins
to develop,

‘The grapes at this time are ripe and
full of natural sugar. The rot then in-
fests them, fully covering the skin with
a gooey substance. The greater the ac-
tion of the fungus, i.e., the longer it con-
tinues to act, the greater the water loss
and the higher the ratio of residual sug-
ar remains, leaving an ugly berry full
of highly concentrated sweetness.

WHEN TI'E NOBLE rot attacks a
field of grapes, harvest usually is de-
layed until well into the fall. Experi-
mentation with artifically inducing it
In

N\ wine

Richard
Watson

general, it is an act of chance whether
conditions will be correct in any given
year.

‘When it fails to develop (usually due
to a lack of humidity in the field) or
when it occurs before the grapes are
tipe, disaster falls on the grape grower.
When it succeeds a glorious year can be
at hand.

The phenomenon reaches its highest
level in the acres of Barsac and Sau-
ternes in southern Bordeaux and along
the banks of the Mosel and Rhine in
Germany. In the former, the grapes in-
volved are Semillon and Sauvignon
Blanc, and the resultant condition pro-
duces the sweet, lush, jammy, golden
wines that carry those names.

These develop in the bottle for dec-
ades and gradually develop into in-
tense, complex, mouth-filling wines
that are sipped, very slowly, as dessert

i A good can

be enjoyed 20 to 40 years after harvest,
amazing in a white wine.

In Germany the grape involved is
ideally the Riesling, though Scheureube
and Muller-Thurgau also may be af-

 flicted. Noble rot operates on Riesling

grapes to produce Auslese, Beerenau-

slese and (more fun to say than write

out) Trockenbeerenauslese, thse honey-

ripe, apricot/peaches, warm wines

which, at their occasional best, are the
i of style and enjt

for some.

WITH GENERATIONS of

ture of this kind dates back only to 1968
and Karl Wente. The early years of
California production saw a variety of
terms used to describe these wines,
though “late harvest” seems now to be
most commonly used. Most people
agree that these efforts have been less
than fully successful, the problem
being the development of acidity to
balance the lush fruit. Probably Cha-
teau St. Jean and the Joseph Phelps
Vineyard have been most successful,
both with Riesling and, on occasion,
Gewurztraimer. Both wineries have
produced some remarkable successes,
and each has developed a following.

Other grapes that have been com-
mercially experimented with to pro-
duce wines of unusual character in Cal-
ifornia include Semillon and Suvignon
Blane, of course, but also Zinfandel,
French Colombard, Chenin Blanc,
C! and Cabernet i

botrytised wines behind them, the
French and Germans have long demon-
strated their eloquence to the world. In
California the first commercial ven-

It is to be hoped that such practices
with those grapes will remain at the
novelty level, although some have been
dramatically successful.

Dine Out

has been only

Auditions announced

Auditions for people who sing, move
well and can act, 18-24, will be held at
The Community House, 2-4 pm.
Wednesday by Henry K. Martin Pro-
ductions.

Martin is auditioning for a musical
revue on a Hollyweod theme to be pro-
duced at The Community House June

Those auditioning should bring a re-
sume, photograph (doesn't have to be
professional quality), be prepared to
sing and read material that will be sup-
plied.

The Community House is at Town-
send and Bates in Birmingham.
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DIAMOND JIM BRADY'S}
The Reel Happy String Band

Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays

mplete Dinner & Snack Menus

- “Look for us I the Golden High Rise”

presents
in the TAP ROOM
352-8780 'P"'e"

'pm Monday - Friday

tial Town Center
0% Mbe Rd. & Evergreen
3  Parking Free

What is new about Brooks’ black comedy as disti from
other “comedies” is the excess of graphic violence. Violence per-
vades this movie. At the beginning, Hale asks, “Is murder as
American as apple pie?” From “Wrong Is Right,” the answer ap-
pears to be “yes.”

THE DEATH toll from violence in this movie is a heavy one:

COME CELEBRATE SPRING WITH US!

;£ THE ROMAN TERRACE

throat cuttings, knifepick murders and fanatics making human HOTEL

f‘ 12MILE & ORCHARD LK. RDS.* FARMINGTON HILLS

bombs of themselves are a sampling of the lethal action. If the lijl
increase of violence in American life is a genuine concern of A 851-4004
Brooks, why make a film that perpetuates violent images and, ; PRESENT! Rest Assured...
perhaps, a growing callousness? LUNCH & DINNER FOR TWO
As with anyone using a scattergun approach, occasionally (back by populor demand) Athoughtful way to welcome

Veal Veal Piccanti
Veal Parmesan Veal Scaloppini
fresh fish — catch of the day

visitors or clients, is a
reservation at the Kingsley Inn.

Brooks scores. The dialogue between the CIA director (G.D. Sprad-
lin) and the President (George Grizzard) is especially droll and on-

All The Tacos

You Can Handle We are near all business,

target.
“Wrong Is Right" isn’t wrong all the time, just most of the time.

LUNCH $10.00 per couple  DINNER $20 per couple N
s 95 includes complimentary glass of wine sports apd educational centers
ALL PASTA DINNERS $§5.95 in the tri-county area.
FAMILY STYLE DINNERS FROM $8.95 Woodward and Long Lake Rd.
Wednesdays 6 P.M. to 11P.M. CHILDREN $4.95 Bloomfield Hills

(featuring platters of veal, chicken & pasta)
+ NEW CHILDREN’S MENU
FRESH FISH MENU DAILY
EARLY BIRDS 10% OFF BEFORE 7 PM
SENIOR CITIZENS 10% OFF AT ALL TIMES

nior citi not applicable
for family style of lunch & dinners for two

At Winston's Pub
60 oz. Pitchers of Margarita $4.95
Shots of Tequila 99°

98 Wall Drink Happy Hour - All Day

ler:

WEST BLOOMFIELD
6066 West Maple
851-8880

Woodward Avenue
and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

what’s at the movies

Iy bird di

BEACH GIRLS (R). A lighthearted, if a little ribald, tale of summer
vacation antics at a borrowed beach house.

 MERRICKS ¥
TRESTAURANT 1
1 .

CHARIOTS OF FIRE (PG). True and c‘ompelling story of two runners.
One runs for the glory of God, the other to battle bigotry. Outstanding
and elevating movie.

DEATHTRAP (PG). The film version of Ira Levin's comedy suspense
thriller starring Michael Caine, Christopher Reeve and Dyan Cannon.

ROCHESTER
2601 Rochester Rd.
852-8330

IF YOU COULD SEE WHAT I HEAR (RG). Based on the life and experi-

ences of Tom Sullivan. True story of Pil!evsweet love and the fun and

ames most college students engage in just prior to entering the
“real” world.

MEPHISTO. Academy Award winner for Best Foreign Language film.
Based on the Klaus Mann novel, a violent indictment of the Nazis,
which was banned for decades in Germany.

MONTENEGRO. Bored wife of diplomat in Switzerland discovers

earthy pleasures in cafe where Yugoslav workers meet. enjoy a 50% dis:

lcount on One En-§
Itree when a second |

PORKY'S (R). Director Bob Clark's rowdy, raunchy comedy of adoles-
cence derives its title from the name of a notorious redneck dive, to
which six lusty teen-agers are hypnotically drawn.

Entree of equal or
greater value is|

HOLIDAY WEEKEND SPECIAL

urchased
QUEST FOR FIRE (R). This science-fiction epic follows three coura- come and enjoy a great weekend with ust Includes an ele- I
geous warriors forced to venture beyond their tribal lands when their gant guest room with satellite television {HBO), a Conti- I Coupon Valid
life-sustaining flame is lost during a battle. nental Breakfast at the Holldome Cafe elther Saturday or 1 Tues.-Saturday 1
sunday, plus our great Holldome Indoor Recreatlon Center. §  Lvenings Only
SOGGY BOTTOM US.A. (PG). Comedy starts with annual coon dog race Dining and dancing at Maxwell's restaurant with live 1 513%&“;{232}”“ 1

entertalnment every night except sunday, pius an out-
door Jogaing course and aerobic classes offered on a
limited basls. Close-by golf, tennls racquetball, roller
skating, and shoppling mall.

and goes from crawdad racin’ to airboat chasin.’ Stars Ben Johnson,

Lois Nettleton, Dub Tayler, Anthony Zebe and Jack Elam. ] American Center 1

1 in Southfield

SUZANNE. Dilemma of a sensial young girl who, against her better

judgment, falls in love with a man she knows is wrong for her. Stars 1 for easy to follow J

Ben Johnson, Lois Netleton, Dub Taylor, Anthony Zebe and Jack |} directions
Elam. . s 39 50 and Reservations
CALL US AT
THE SWORD AND THE SORCERER (R). From a time before history PER NIGHT

i 353-8144 1

B Not valid for partied]
R over 10 or in conjunc
tion with oter couponsy

comes a tale of wizards, warriors, kings and kingdoms. Stars Lee
Horsley, Kathleen Beller, Simon MacCorkindale, George Maharis and

Advance reservations required. Double
Richard Lynch, directed by Albert Pyan. v req iy

occupancy, children under 18 fres
share rgom, maximum four persons per
room.

VICTOR/VICTORIA (PG). Julie Andrews in Blake Edwards’ comedy
about unemployed singer who becomes smashing success after be-
coming “Victor,” a drag queen.

or. offers.
B 103 or more dine, dishl

INDOOR RECREATION CENTER )
— [l count applies to least ex

N Gals’:Night Out

call now for reservations for a

] ) relaxing fun weekend. Swimming Pool pensive meal. 1
1Us veuner speial night out every Vhiripoo - Salad Bar Only is cong
Thursday at Hurley's. With special o ‘;“"'"g gf'ﬂ? o sidered an Entree
prives on drinks, live entertainment . ing Pong & Pool Tables i
o coeetsssensMOVIE RATING GUIDE I e L 5| FarmingtonHills Shfietoas e H
n 5 iday “ - « Present thi n
PG Parental guidance suggested. Al ages admitted. g m w. mh’m“ Roed video game room | B coupoa per couple 1
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18. NORTHFIELD HILTON Farmington Hiils, M1 48028 Halidome Pub/Cafe 1 'ggfs check per Table §
X  Nooneunder 18 admitted. 5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75 Telephone: (313) 477-4000 JMooniight Swimmin, 1 'n!l o&?;—m ng

operated by Abel Management Co. under license {eduits only)

1 fers or coupons priorf]
4/1/81.
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(313)879-2100




