Bass tougher to catch — but bigger

By Lem Meseo
outdoors writer

" Bass anglers are catching fewer fish, but bigger
ones. And that's the way they like it.

Those twin conclusions came from a survey con-
ducted last year by the state Department of Natural
Résources of anglers at Pontiac and Kent lakes in
Qakland County and Whitmore Lake in Washtenaw.
Cdunty.

This report came out of the file as I contemplated
that Saturday is opening day for bass fishing in
Michigan. In fact, my fishing partner, C.O. Jones,
climbing out of our boat at Kent Lake, was part of
“the survey of 862 bass anglers last year.

THE “LUNKER mentality” seemed strong, ac-
cording to the survey results. Here's what DNR re-
ported: -

® “52 percent of the bass anglers would rather
catch one large bass than four small but legal size
bass.”

*..@ If there were a catch-and-release fishing prior
19 the season opener, “58 percent of the bass anglers
would approve delaying opening of bass season'from
tite May to July 1 in order to increase the size of
bass available for harvest.” .

« ‘@ Michigan increased the size limit on bass from
10-inches to 12 inches in 1976, and the result has
pleased anglers. “Fishermen reported catching
mire bass but keeping fewer as a result of the size
limit change. However, most anglers were happy
with the new regulation, citing that though they
-were keeping fewer bass, they were catching more
large bass.”

® Anglers must catch two to six bass for every
one they can keep.

One has to hope they handled the throw-backs
carefully. Handling alone can hurt a fish unless the
angler wets his hands to avoid ing the fish's

outdoors

“Doggie Day” will be at the Silo course in the
Highland State Recreation Area. It's south of Liv-
ingston Road and west of Milford Road in Highland
‘Township.

President Jerry Mike (541-4928) says to pack a
picaic lurich, bring water for your dog and enjoy

i ts:

Despite the pressure, one bass population con-
tained 22 percent more fish 10 inches or larger now
than 30 years ago.

Of all the anglers stopped, 77 percent reported
they fish for bass in Michigan at least once a year,

and 27 percent of those said they usually release

their catch.

That, at any rate, was what the bass anglers said.
Fishermen, however, can be like politicians, saying
one thing to sound macho but really preferring to do
another.

IF BASS is gour prey this weekend, you ought to
know the difference between the two major species
— largemouth and smallmouth. .

Look at the side of the fish’s head and draw an
imaginary vertical line directly down from the eye.
If the lip extends behind the line, it's a largemouth.
1f the lip doesn't go back that far, it’s a smallmouth.

Largemouths tend to be greenish in color and
have a black horizontal stripe along the body. Small-
mouths, sometimes dubbed “bronzebacks,” will have

i tripes almost as p asa perch.

Largemouths lurk in quiet waters. of lakes and
ponds or slow stretches of rivers, often around weed
beds, stumps or logs. They spawn in shallow water
early in the season, then move out deeper. They're
more common in southeastern Michigan lakes than
the smallmouth.

Largemouths bite fast and hard, whether it be a
spinner, jig, rubber worm, popper or live bait. Set
your hook fast and hard.
like cold water with rocky or gravel

‘protective slime. And then there’s the damage the
hook does.  * . .

- THE POPULARITY of the bass hasn't hurt its
numbers. Compared to 30 years ago, the pressure on
popular bass waters has increased 200 percent,
:DNR said.
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bottoms. Smallmouths strike artificial baits hard,
but they take their time with nighterawlers. Let the
fish run before you set the hook.

THE IRISH Setter Club of Michigan will have an
all-day event Monday, and you needn’t be a member
of attend.

® 9 a.m. — Field demonstration and competition
for navice owners and dogs.

® 10 am. — Obedience demonstration followed
by judging in these classes: Sub-novice (on leash),
novice, open and utility.

e 1 pm. — Conformation demonstration fol-
lowed by judging, both puppies and adult dogs (no
show-pointed dogs).

STONY CREEK Metropark northeast of Roches-
ter has three Memorial Day weekend nature center
programs.

In*“Friday Night Live™ at 8 p.m., naturalist Roger.
Bajorek will Tead 2 night walk to discover the noc-
turnal world. .

In “Voices of the Night” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
naturalist Bill Thomas will lead a tramp to a pond,
home of frogs and toads.

And in “What's Bugging You?” at 10 a.m. Sunday,
Thomas will show where to find creepy crawlies and
the bereficial things they do for us.

All programs are free, but register in advance by
calling the nature center at 781-4621. Vehicle ad-
‘mission to the park is $2 or $7 for a season pass.

IFK is your favorite -
as it is for folks near 1-96 — you can practically
spend the weekend at the nature center.

In “Animal Problems: Mammals” at 10:30 a.m.
Sdturday, naturalist Bob Hotaling will tell about the
problems caused by raising and releasing orphan
animals, particularly raccoons. His $0-minute pro-
gram will cover diet, handling, attitude and bites.

In “Music of Spring,” a family nature walk at 10
a.m. Sunday, naturalist Mark Szabo will make stops
along the trail and interpret spring with the use of
guitar music.

All are free, but register in advance by calling the
park office at 685-1561. Vehicle admission to, the
park is $2 or $7 for the season.

“Like My Latest Creation?”

'
Imagine anauthenticstained glass window, a
softlylit Tiffany lamp, or the sparkle of abeveled
glassdoor inyour home. Delphi Stained Glass can
teach you to make valuable windows and decorator
items ata fraction of their cost. It's easy!

Stopby or call 1o enroll in our dweek
Beginning Stalned Glass Closs — $25
Delphi Stoined Glass offers:
Professional instructars
Glass, fools, & motrials . . . and
Direction for your creativity!

1073€. LonglakeRd.,
Troy, MI (ehe tongtoe Para)
528-1687

6018N. WayneRd.,

Westland, Ml inihe Westew Plozo)
7299188

7 STAINED
[DEPHIE

“America’s saurce for stained glass™
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ENTERTAIN THIS MEMORIAL DAY

WITH AMERICA’S OWN REDWOOD
48" TABLE & 4 BENCHES -
Specially Priced,

CHAIR& CUSHION *79.95
CHAISE & CUSHION *149.00

UMBRELLAS
FROM *69.85
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- TREMENDOUS SELECTION OF REPLACEMENT CUSHIONS AND
PATIO UMBRELLAS IN -
ALL POPULAR COLORS A/e 1lare
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Mike o $724700/1 731 Hamaliton » 4441919
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721-5410 5
Clip this ad for $5.00 off beginning class.
«FEAR of driving-alone «FEAR of crowded public
SATURDAY « FEAR of waiting in lines places (streets, stores, restaurants)
+FEAR of going far from home ¢ FEAR of shopping malls or farge stores

MAY 29th

: PATHWAYS TO RECOVERY

«FEAR of Social situations

« FEAR of being trapped
«“FEAR OF FEAR"”

* BEAUTIFUL BIRDS
PARROTS
COCKATIELS
FINCHES

® GIFT ITEMS

® PLANTS

© BIRD SUPPLIES

! e BOOKS
40574 HIGHLAND ROAD
(VS.238 M 59)

(313) 632-5400
THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE IT!

An Individualized Treatment Program
«Methods to overcome « Techniques to reduce, eliminate
of fearft

Twelve Oaks Mall

presents

1982 Metro Detroit

conducted by
Tony Russo

Tuesday Evenings
Throughout the Summer
June 1 thru August 31
6:45 p.M. Center Count

toward recovery
« Home visits (If necessary)

Ron Rice, Ph.D., Psychologist

humanistic Program Director
resources 626-2055
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 32910 W. 13 Mile

Farmington Hills, Michigan

THE HEALTHY WAY -
TO HAVE FUN!

ings, at The Homestead, and pamper
yourself with the best... WHIRLPOOL, K
AQUA-SLIM-ICS, MASSAGE THERAPY,
AEROBICS, AND MUCH MORE. Ex-
perience Omni for a week; fitness
fun, stimulating lectures, relaxa-
tion and pampering.

JUNE13-18  SEPT.1217

We're conveniently located at The
L i iful Northern

t
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call locally.

313-855-5514
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HEALTH RESORT

30394 GLENMUER
FARMINGTON HILLS
MICHIGAN 45018

VITAL FOODS
Your Way to Better Health!

NAM'NS & HEALTH

FOODS
AVE AT ALL@) VITAL FOODS STOI_IES__
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STOCK UP MOW AND SAVE Sale effective thru Sat, June 5 while supply lasts

ul or cope with - - o
phoblc situations
« Systematic gradual steps i
IS EASY!

During our fabulous birthday sale you can save big on
our terrific selection of summer furniture. Our Woodard
collection is 25% off...Tropitone is 20% off! Hurry in and

ease into some great savings today.
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ANNIVERASARY PARTY
[\Woodard] 16 trepitens
l GORAITS
SOUTHRELD TROY FAIRLANE GRAND RAPIDS
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