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Remembéring buddies

Faded snapshots bring back vivid war

By Mary Rodrique
staff writer

Sixty five years have passed since
Henry Roche carried a rifle on the bat-
tlefields of Europe, but his memory of
the “war to end all wars™ is still vivid.

Roche, 84, of Redford Township,
spent Memorial Day as usual at a ser-
vice held in a local cemetery honoring
the war dead.

“They're all dead now-all my
friends from the war.” he said.

Folded into the pages of a.history
beok he keeps on his outift, the 32nd
Division. are his own personal newspa-
per clippings and faded snapshots of
soldiers and officers. He says he wrote
o personal history of the war shortly
after returning home. but has since

- misplaced it.

Two typed pages of a post-war jour-
nal are tucked inside the history book,
expressing the frustrations of a young
man fresh out of the Army.

We are being told by people that
call themselves experts on world af-
fairs that in order to bring the coun-
try back to a normal condition we
must all settle down and work. But
if we go to these same fellers who
are telling us to settle down and
work and ask them for a job, they
will tell us that they are laying off
men.

“J.D. Pocketfeller tells us we
should be satisfied with $15 a week,
we would but where can we get even
that much?”

Eye surgery progresses

ContinueatromPagedA
man and selected counterparts across
the country are administering aspirin
1u patients whose' eyes show the onset
of cataracts. \ °

The 1wo-year project is based on the
theory of Dr. Edward Cotlier of Yale
University who noticed that cataract

development seemed to be delayed or -

halted among elderly arthritic patients
who took aspirin over an extended
pertod.

“We can't recommend to the public
that they take aspirin to prevent ca-

Roche managed to find work as a
watchmaker after the war. He owned a
watch making and repair shop in De-
troit until his retirement. .

HIS TOUR of duty in France and
Germany Is a proud point of his past.
For half a century, he's been active in
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, serving
as a past post commander of the River
Rouge post. His wife, Alice, whom he
married in 1920, is a ppst state presi-
dent of the VFW Auxiliary. Both now
belong to Redford VFW Post 345 &
Auxiliary.

Hesitant at first to talk about his war
years, Roche recalled minute details of
his wartime experiences with a little
prompting.

Beginning his Army career in the
National Guard in his hometown of
Owosso, Roche spent time in Ft. Wayne
and Camp McArthur, Texas, before
being shipped abroad on the Martha

" Washington.

cate.”

The best prescription for preserving
good eyesight is “good personal hy-
giene, regular hours, enough sleep,
proper and sufficient diet, ample out-
door exercise, and periodic eye ex-
ams,” he adds.

The ophthalmologist holds great
hope for the 1.7 million Americans cur-
rently afflicted with cataracts. In the
developmental stages is “yag” laser
surgery, which in a fraction of a second
can accomplish cataract removal with-
out anesthesia or incisions.

“Yag laser surgery is a new proce-

“IT WAS an old cattle ship,” he said,
recalling how he took his turn in the
“crows nest” watching for German
submarines.

“There were 15 ships in the convoy,
and seven destroyers scouting for
subs,” he said.

It was two weeks before the convoy
reached its destination, Brest, France.

“1 had several jobs,” he said. “I was
buck private, then private first class,
then corporal, then I was promoted to
gas company sergeant.

“I inspected gas masks for pin holes
for our whole company.”

After the war, Roche joined the
reserves and retired at the rank of 1st
Lieutenant.

Among the clearest of old memories
are the battles he fought in France and
Germany during his 15 months over-
seas, The first one was the worst, he
said.

“The first battle, we were 260 strong.
We lost 200 the first day, after just two
hours of fighting. The Germans were
picking us off from church towers. It-
was a foolish battle, moving into the
fire head-on. The 60 of us holed upina
crater on a hill until we were given an
order to retreat. After that, it was easi-
er going.”

The life of a foot soldier in World
War One influenced Roche into talking
his son into joining the Navy in World
War Two.

“At least in the Navy, you have a
place to sleep,” he said. “In the Army,
we slept in trench holes. You had to be
below the surface of the ground to keep
away from shrapnel of exploding
shells. I'd wake up sometimes soaked
in water.”

Henry Roche, (bottom row, second from right) mugs for the camera
with friends, circa 1918. The World War One veteran fought in sev-
eral battles in Germany and France.
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Conway is honored
as community scholar

Donnell Conway, 21, of Farmington
Hills, was among students selected on
their academic potential to be a Uni-
versity of Michigan Community Col-
lege Scholar. Her selection was based
on her academic record and course se-
lection at Oaktand Community College.
In addition to its academic distinction,
this designation provides a scholarship
to be applied toward her first year of
study.

While attending OCC she was recre-
ation events director of the Student
Governance Council. She was responsi-
ble for non-varsity sports recreation

programs, tournaments, and promotion
of other programs that involve active
participation of the students. She was a
member of both the Academic- Senate
and the Board of Broadcasters Guild of
WORB. She also co-hosted a sports pro-
gram at WORB.

Conway, who graduated from Farm-
ington High School in 1979, will be join-
ing her brother Patrick, 20, this fall at
U. of M. where they will both be jun-
iors.

She is the daughter of Loretta Con-
way of Farmington Hills and Thomas
D. Conway of Ann Arbor.

Ozzy upsets étqdents

Continued from Page 1A

They're urging other youngsters to
boycott the singer's records and con-
certs unless he publicly condemns ani-
mal abuse.

ATTEMPTS TO REACH Ozzy Os-
bourne for comment on the kids” peti-
tion and verification or denial of re-
ports that he eats bat and dove heads
were unsuccessful. Calls placed to his
manager, Sharon Arden, were not re-
turned.

“We certainly don't condone this
type of thing,” said Robert Altschuler,
a spokesman for CBS Records in New
York. “But we do not centrol the public
behavior of an artist. It's up to the au-
dience to either accept him or boycott
him.

“There are several steps between us,
at CBS Records, and artists like Ozzy
Osbourne who records for Jet Records
which we distribute. And we have noth-
ing to do with his public performances.
We distribute his records in the United
States and what's on his records isn't
what's being protested.”

Auto Show and
-Spring Remnant Carpet Sale

8,000 yds. AVAILABLE

Auto show and

a widp range of colors and styles. Also, bolt ends of
the finest shag and plush carpeting. Hurry for best
choice in popular colors.

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5, Fri. 8-9, Sat. 9-1
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FAMILY SURVIVAL IN THE 1980’S
‘WORKSHOPS JUNE 21-25
+ A SERIES OF FREE WORKSHOPS DEVELOPED TO ASSIST YOU
IN' THE INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TASK OF “MAKING ENDS
MEET.” TOPICS SUCH AS FIRST AID, LEGAL AID, NUTRITION,
QUILTING, HOBBIES, BIBLE TOPICS, BASIC AUTO CARE.

« SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH IS THE
ACCOMPANING PROGRAM AND INCLUDES BIBLE STORIES,
MUSIC, CRAFTS, ACTIVITIES.

+ OUTDOOR CONCERTS WILL BE PRESENTED ON OUR
GROUNDS THREE SUNDAY EVENINGS DURING THE SUMMER.

CLARENCEVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

. MIDDLEBELT SOUTH OF W. 8 MILE

LIVONIA, M1 48154

VISIT, WRITE OR CALL FOR A SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION FORM TODAY.
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SPRING SALE
NOW IN PROGRESS

Since 1937

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture
America’s most distinguished traditional furniture

@olonial #House
20292 Middlebe/tt Rd. (South of Eight Mite)

ivonia
474-6900 {
RIS

Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 'Til 9 P-M.

3 SPEED FAN

$7988

High-velocity alr clrculator cools @ larger area by
movl;g 3 times the air of other units. Adjustable tilt
stand.

PATTRN 18in.

U2-1879

5 Mile at Farmington
W GAZ-1155— 9371611

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-9. Sat. 9-7. Sun. 10-3




