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A picture of a marriage

Eight of us gathered in one tiny room
for the party. We shut the door for pri-
vacy, then opened it as the air grew
close.

Our party was a celebration of 21
years of married life for my father and
step-mother. The setting was a room at
the end of a corridor in a nursing home
halfway up the state.

My step-mother’s miece brought
along a picture snapped 21 years ago.
It showed a smiling couple — a lady in
blue still most attractive although past
the 70-year milestone, 2 man with the
kindest face I've ever known.

WE LOOKED at them as the
outside the dogntown Detroit church,
and we remembered the wedding cere-
mony that had gone on just before.

It had been an occasion of rejoicing,
and two families that were shirttail
relatives gathered to make the most of
it. There was the widower whose wife
had died after a short illness and left
him grief-stricken, and there was the
widow who had watched her husband
die by inches over a long span of years.

His sons and daughter and in-laws
and 7% grandchildren were on hand.
She had lost her only child in a tragic
aceident, but two nieces and their prog-
eny were present.

On that day I remember best the fact

that the man of our house had to take
our tiniest daughter out of the room so
that her’ grandfather could repeat. his
marriage vows. She was back, though,
to be carried around by Grandpa all the
‘way through the reception.

I remember too how we talked about
the beauty and rightness of these two
having found each other. We said the
only problem we could see was that one
would probably have to go again
through the shock of loss. -

‘Twenty-one years have gone by,
though, and they still are together, now
in a nursing home room. My dad, near-
ing 90, sees and hears little and walks
with an unsteady gait. My step-mother,
now 93, walks not at all and sometimes
is a bit confused about her memories.

But they sit together and hold hands
and still give thanks that they have
each other.

SO ON THE DAY of their anniver-
sary party, we visitors brought the re-
freshments, but they were the main en-
joyers. Old fingers held tight to our
hands, old palates savored crackers
and cheese and old smiles lit up as the
nurses came in to look at the 21-year-
old picture and comment on how hand-
some they looked.

It was a bittersweet occasion — one
that none of us would have missed.

Some advice for those
starting a new business

Attorney Robert J. Essick visits
Farmington Branch Library at 7:30
p.m. tonight to talk to persons who are
considering starting a new business.

His talk is called “Practical and Le-
ga! Consideration in Starting a New
Business.” The program is without
charge in the library on State and Lib-
erty streets.

He will tell his audience how to get
money for a business and the advantag-
es and disadvantages of being a sole
proprietor, partner or corporation.

He will spell out the reasons for hav-
ing, or not having an accountant or an
attorney. And he will tell of the special
help Small Business Administration of-
fers to small businesses in general.
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generation
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Be on the alert for gypsy moth

The sirens are beginning to ring to-
alert gardeners against the

moth, which began its Michigan infes- -

tation last summer. More than 11 mil-
lion acres were defoliated in the East
Iast summer. I can attest to their lethal
power: I saw acres in the New England
area which had been infested. -

The gypsy moth has four states of de-
velopment — egg, caterpillar, pupa
and adult moth, The caterpillar is the
stage when most of the damage is done.

Those caterpitlars have blue and red
dots on their backs. They can be two
inches long. The rascals have a stage
called ballooning when they spin silk
threads which hang down from the tree
branches. Wind carries the caterpillars
to nearby trees and shrubs.

‘Here are some steps you can take to
“be in control.” In laté May and early
June, spray with a systemic insecticide
which penetrates the foliage. Orthene
is a trade name. Sevin also can be used.
Repeat if reinfestation occurs.

. IN JULY, WRAP burlap-around the
lower part of a tree trunk to attract

—

down to earth

and trap fully grown caterpillars Jook-
ing for a mating site. Destroy the cat-
erpillar by burning or dipping in kero-

sene. .

As the season progresses, be on the
lookout for egg masses. There can be
400 eggs in a mass. Those masses can
be on garden furniture, in crevices, on
rocks or on the'side of your house. Be
especially alert, about checking your
car, as that offers them a quick way to
travel. The only sure way to dispose of
an egg mass is o burn it or drop it into
a container of kerosene.

Next spring, ‘protect your healthy
trees by fertilizing, pruning and water-
ing. Stréng trees will withstand an at-
tack and grow anotber set of leaves,

Ideas for teaching music

to youth told

Creative Music Ideas for teachers, li-
brarians and adults who work with
children will be taught by inﬂmc!or

in center

presenting songs in different ways are
adaptable for all.
McDonald will include creative

Brenda a
workshop in Farmington Community
Center.

The class will be presented from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 23,
for $12. Participants do not need a
background in music to teach childreu
through this creative medium. Faasy to
use materials, ideas for rhythm instru-
ments, use of creative movement and

using rhythm stories and in-
struments to dramatize children's liter-
ature and music.

McDonald is a preschool specialist
and elementary music teacher and
writer-director for Whistle-Stop Chil-
drens’ Theatre, an inter-residence
project of Bloomfield elementary
schools.

Call the center, 477-8404, for regis-
tration information.

but repeated onslaughts will kill them.
This expose reminds me of the wailing
of a hurricane signal, but believe me, it
is seri6us. Be on the lookout, walk your
,property frequently and help horitcul-
turist scientists control this onslaught.

MANY HOUSEHOLDS have had the
pleasure of a potted amaryllis plant as
a colorful accent for a holiday. Now
what do you do when the flowers are
through? Cut off the flower stalks.
These large bulbs should have only
about a half inch of space between the
edge of the pot and the bulbs. Only. balf
of the bulbs should be planted in the
growing mix of equal parts of peat
moss and potting soil. They need
warmth to begin to grow, but watch the
use of excess water. They like a dark,

Scouts thank

Diamond”

Norma Diamond, a neighborhood
service unit chairman for Michigan
Metro Girl Scouts, has received the
US.A. Certificate of Appreciation for
her service as an active Girl Scout
adult volunteer for the past 12 years.

‘The Farmington resident has been a
junior. troop leader, a council trainer
and this spring served as the area man-
ager for the Scouts’ cookie sales. )

She is serving now on the council’s
assembly nominating committee.

warm space when the leaves or buds
beégin to show. The trick is to go care-
fully on the water.

After flowering, the bulb will begin
to rebuild itself by putting out leaves.
Fertilize twice a month. You are build-
ing the bulb and only apply fertilizer to
damp soil. After the leaves have nur-
tured the bulb they will begin to yel-
-low, which sends a message that they
are tired and want to rest. Place in a
dark area and mist once a month.

In late November, new growth will
start to show, then begin the perform-
ance all over again.

Recently I heard a talk by Professor
Gates of the U-M biological science
station, talking about things which af-
fect our weather. Our weather is
changing due to more carbon from
burning coal and natural gas.

The Greenland ice sheet is melting,
which will affect our weather and
growing season along with water sup-
ply. This is an interesting subject for
gardeners to observe with the passing
seasons — the cooling of the earth’s
surface prompts volcano activity and
acid rain.

Norma Diamond
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Osmun’s Alterations Service gives men [
and women fits—with professional tailoring [
that solves your problems. We take things

in, let (hina%‘s out, make older things look

newer, make repairs, and, generally, sew a l
fine seam. Come to Osmun's and let us

help you change your clathes. I

Tel-12 #all, Southiicld » Oaktand Mat, Troy
'MeadowBrook Viliage Mall, Rochester
Tect-Plaza Center, Warren
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furs at 1981 prices...
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POTOMAC CLUB

OF WEST BLOOMFIELD

Memberships Now Available
«Indoor & Outdoor Pools
« Exercise Room « Saunas
« Meeting Rooms « T.V. Room

Lounge, Bar and Kitchen
Available For Rental.

in fashion
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in comfort

molare
Buy Out

We have purchased
inventory of a well known
eastern department store

512

Choose from low bottom to
high bottoms with Famolare
patented construction.

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
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