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Mamluks: From slaves
to rulers, art patrons

“Renaissance of Islam: Art of the
Mamluks” at Detroit Institute of Arts
through Sunday, June 20 conjures an
Ar.abian Nights world of mosques, mi-
narets and opulent palaces.

More than 100 examples of Islamic

calligraphy, metalwork, ceramics and
glass from the world's finest collec-
tions form a dazzling array of objects
from the Middle East of thé 13th-16th
centuries. !
- Climbing steps of turmoil, violence
and conquest, the Mamluks, originally
mercenaries from Central Asia hired to
guard Ayyubid rulers of Egypt and
Syria, staged a military takeover and
produced a succession of sultans en-
throned in Cairo'from 1270-1517.

At this Eastern apex of wealth, trav-
el and trade, ther Mamluks ruled from
the mountains of Turkey to the sands of
Nubia, from the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean to e Arabian sea.

All forms of art flourished under this
highly. comnpetitive patronage. Mem-
bers of the ruling class vied in building
spectacular palaces and mosques and

ishings and i
of surpassing splendor, so a genuine
“Renaissance of Islam” took place in

the East while Western Europe was
building the cathedrals of the Middle
Ages.

The artists, recruited from all cor-
ners of the Mamluk empire, reflected
both the spiritual and social laws dic-

- The exhibit presents elaborately illu-
minated oversize Korans, brass objects
intricately inlaid with gold and silver, a
variety of - glass vessels delicately
painted in polychrome enamel and
gold, ceramics and tiles, often adormed
with the blazons of their owners,
carved woodwork, inlaid with diverse
woods and ivory and outstanding rugs
and textiles.

“Art of the Mamluks” was organized
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by the Travel-
ing Exhibition Service and sponsored
by United Technologies Coporation. In
Detroit, it is sponsored by the Founders
Society with additional funding provid-
ed by The Arab League, The Ford Mo-
tor Company Fund, private and corpo-
rate donors.

There are free films in conjunction
with the exhibition every Saturday and
Sunday (a different one each weekend)
at 2 p.m. in the South Court screening
room. There will be a lecture at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, June 2 “Mamluk Metal-
work: Rich Legacy of a Slave Dynasty”
and another at 8 p.m. Wednesday, June
9, “Light Upon Light: The Opulence of
Mamluk Glass.” There is a charge for
the lectures.

i
The exhibit is open to the public
without charge during regular hours at
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the Detroit Institute of Arts, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday. Closed

363-7007

to 5:30 p.m. Ti

tated by the Koran in opulent, beautiful
Mondays and holidays.

works.

Rose show planned

Metropolitan Rose Society hosts its  Show hours are 2-9 p.m. Saturday and
spring rose stiow Saturday and Sunday, B .
Fine 12.13, in Macomb Mall, Gratiot 0P (0  pm. Sunday. There is no ad
north of 13 Mile Road in Roseville, mission charge.
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Hats Off
to Dad!

Salute Dad on his
day. Sunday. June
20, vith 2 thoughtful
Hallmark card

Dictured is jusl one example from a
tremendous selection of pholo Irames
@ collages in wood. metal. & acrylic.
by Burnes of Boston.
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Professlonal Piclure Framing

the UVA00 kens

the ESSENTIAL
sunscreen for your
eyes °

- INVISIBLE ULTRAVIOLET RAYS CAN
BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR EYES!

Since you cannot feel or see ultraviolet, these
rays can pass through your eye with effects not
readily apparent. UV rays can penetrate
cloudy, hazy days and cause bothersome
glare. They can also tire your eyes after
spending a full day outdoors. Solar ultraviolet
rays can be three to four times more intense at
the beach, in the mountalns, or In the snow.,
These are the same UV rays that can cause
burns to the cornea and retina. The ophthalmic
community now recognizes the need for
ultraviolet protection.

The long hours spent outdoors can result in
tired, red and Irritated eyes, caused by
undetectable UV rays. Avoid these problems
by protecting your eyes with the UV400 lens.

*Mentlon this ad and receive a Free Tint on any palr of gla
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S0 Optical, Inc.

Family Owned ;
for 25 Years
Blue Cross & 28209 W, 7 Mile « Livonia
Medimet Insurance Batween Inkster & Middiebelt
Accepted 537-5595 - 537-2830
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SAWTOOTH $19.95<=  FRENCH GOTHIC

|PICKET FENCING 12,95 = DIPLOMAT
|PROVINCETOWN

$35.95 SHADOWBOARD
CEDARRAIL FENCING $16.35 séficks
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PIER KIT DOCKS

Expand your lakeside outdoor living by
installing easy-to-erect, adjustable docks. |
All decking is Wolmanized pressure treat-
ed with galvanized legs. 3Ix9

assembled

38595

unassembled,
easy to nail together
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fiberglass reinforced
transiucent.panels
make a home worth
more... with
easy-to-build patios
fences. carports and
other ideas
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d | 2671200 $6.99:
|267x1aae °8.49
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Self-Sealing Asphalt

e ROOFING SHINGLES

=" Designed to Withstand
Wind and Weather!

- Shingle Edges Seal Themselves
Down To Stay
Down in High Winds!
We Guarantee [t In Writing!

.
2488 « Stylish Colors
5829

Calcium Chloride
for road dust control

100 Ib. bag $47%8
Play Sand
501b.Bag 2%
1x3-8” Furring Strips

per square
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CASH & CARRY PRICES GOOD THRU 6-9-82
WALLED LAKE — 2055 Haggerty Rd.
Howz(‘é’fﬂszfg.gh’jz%‘"md (313)356-6166  (313) 624-4551

Mon. - Sat. 8-5 Mon.-Fri. 8-7; Sat. 8-5
CLOSED SUNDAYS S 5




