‘Tighten the noose’

Senate votes drunk driving crackdown

By Tim Richard
staff writer
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Despite: warnings . that .the plan
.mouldn't- work, the Michigan Senate
last week passed three bills to “tighten
Ahe nooge around people who drink and
&rive," in the words of Sen. Doug Ross;
' D-Southfield.

1 “It’s a*good election-year bill,” said
Sens. Thomas Guastello, D-St. Clair,
‘who voted for the package, and Basil
*Brown, B-Highland Park, who didn't.
.3, On the Senate floor, as a guest of
‘Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
Jwas Lee Landes, a' Livonian active in
Mothers ' Against Drunk Drivers
JMADD). The group was active in tele-
on and lobbying campaigns to win
<passage of the package.
-Landes lost his son to a drunk driver.
a typical ‘year, says MADD, 1,000
ives in Mijchigan are snuffed out in

ers.

", THE BILLS — SB 702, 776 and 777
3— won 29-2 and 30-1 approval and go
to the House. Brown voted against all
“three and Jackie Vaughan III, D-De-
diroit, opposed two. !

" Yet most of the debate consisted of
Zreasons why stiffer penalties would fail
éux}.eep drunk drivers off the roads.
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4 Bishop, R-Rochester, “but I want to lay
sJput the results of the bills on the court
isystem.

i% “Their passage will result in a tre-
g;jnandnus demand on their {courts’)
“time. There will be more jury trials. I
ill automatically ask for a jury trial,”
:said attorney Bishop, “just to put the
athing off.

“The penalties  are s0
orrendous. . . . I'm not sure the back-
.Hog of dases willdisappear.”

GUASTELLO, whose suburban con-
tituents in Macomb and St. Clair coun-
! ties have little public transportation,
+ objected to suspending drivers licenses
! for six months on the first offense con-
viction. A convicted person who
+ received a jail sentence of at least four
days would be eligible for a restricted

{fic mishaps involving drunk driv-.

license (to drive to work) after 90 days.

“We're sentencing most first-offense
drunk drivers to losing their jobs,” said
Guastello.

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Detroit, a strong
supporter of the package, agreed that
“in other areas, there is a public transit
system. But we (Detroit) don’t have the
factories in the city any more ...
You've got to let a judge have latitude
where a person’s job is at stake.”

Replied Sen. George Hart, D-Dear-
born, “The punishment should fit the
crime.” .

THE HEAVIEST guns were fired by
Brown, whose own arrests for
driving and fight against aleoholism
have received wide attention during his
years in the Senate.

“Pd like to know what you intend to
do, other than punish people,” he said.

The bills provide for a 80-jail maxi-
mum jail sentence for the first convic-
tion, 2 one-year maximum jail sen-
tence for a second conviction and a
prison sentence of up to 10 years for a
third (felony) conviction.

But the bills would still allow pro-
secutors to reduce charges, - said
Brown, citing the case of a 20-year-old
Lansing area man who was convicted
of drunk driving three times but
charged with “first offense” each time.
“He was fined $350 each time. But he
never spent a day in jail. What does this
bill do about that? Nothing!”

He went on: “This bill says the judge
‘shall not defer sentence.’ There’s noth-
ing you can do short of amending the
constitution to prevent a judge from
exercising his discretion.”

The package's chief sponsor, Sen.
Stephen Monsma, D-Grand Rapids, was
forced to agree with one of Brown's
criticisms. “To attempt to mandate to
prosecutors” that they not reduce
charges “would create more problems
than it would solve,” said Monsma.

Monsma also conceded that many
convicted people whose licenses were
suspended would continue to drive —
“but terribly, terribly carefully,” he
added.

BROWN POINTED to a section re-
quiring convicted persons to be re-

ferred to alcohol treatment programs
and asked: N

“What kinds of programs do you
have? How can you mandate someone
into Alcoholics Anonymous? The pro-
secutors think you can. The chiefs of
police think you can. I don't think you
can. .

“If you're going to mandate rehabili-
tation, what programs do you have?
Are they uniform - throughout the
state?” N

Sen. Edward Pierce, D-Ann Arbor,
pointed to “roadhouses five miles out of
town” where people drive to drink, then
drive home. “It’s easy and typical to re-
spond by increasing penalties,” he said.
“But I'm skeptical of how well that's
going to work. It would be more pro-
ductive to govern the locations of
where people drink.”

A FIRST-OFFENSE drunk driving
conviction would continue to be punish-
able by up to 90 days in jail, but the
new package would also provide for
suspension of the license for six months

to two years, with no possibility of a
restricted license unless the driver
spent at least four days in jail. Maxi-
mum fine would be doubled to $1,000.

For second offense (within seven
years), the jail sentence would still be
up to one year, but the license suspen-
sion would be for one to five years with
no restricted license allowed.

A third offense would continue to be
a felony with a prison sentence of one
to five years, but the license suspension
would be for seven years instead of
one, with no restricted license allowed.
Fine would be $1,000 to §5,000.

A new crime would be created —
drunken driving which causes injury or
death, The prison sentence would be up
to 15 years.

Police officers would be allowed to
give on-the-spot blood alcohol tests, but
these would not be admissible as court
evidence. °

A Drunk Driving Reform Task Force
would be created to continue studying
the problem and make recommenda-
tions for solving it.
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« FEAR of driving alone
+FEAR of waiting in lines

«FEAR of soclal situations

AGORAPHOBIA I

«FEAR of crowded public

«FEAR of gaing far from home « FEAR of shapping malls or large stores
«FEAR of being trapped

PATHWAYS TO RECOVERY

An Individualized Treatment Program

places (streats, stores, restaurants)

“FEAR OF FEAR"

. d: . fo reduce, eliminate
of fearful orcope with
phobic situations
« Systematic gradual steps
toward recovery
« Home visits (if necessary)
ey Ron Rice, Ph.D., Psychologist
humanistic Program Director
resources 626-2056
PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES 32910 W. 13 Mile

Farmington Hills, Michigan

. Residentia) and Commercial

559-8777
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| on Your Electric Bill By Having A
Detroitf Edison Approved Air Con-
ditio‘na} Interrupter Installed.

or Free Estimate Call "~

SUPREME ELECTRIC INC.

A See 103 Settings of
DREXEL-HERITAGE at

Thursday, June 3, 1982 O4E
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S PREMIER SHOWING—/T
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BRIDAL FAIRS by SHELIA

* Plantation Ballroom
Holiday Inn & Holidome - Livonia West
Fashlons by: Geneva's Bridal Shoppe
President Tuxedo
Enchanté Lingerie
Dittrich Furs
Complimentary Champagne & Hors d’oeuvres
Over $2,000 in Door Prizes
Grand Door Prize - Nlagara Falls Honeymoon
v

Entertalnment by*
Qver 25 Sponsors Exhibits
Sunday, June 6, 1982 - 4:00 P.M . Advance Ticket $4.00
Information 464-1234 or 464-1300 At the Door $5.00

SLACKS

a wide selection for
Summer comfort......

It's a Whaling’s tradition to offer you so
many slacks to choose from. Designed to
fit comfortably, precisely tailored to each
size. The stride is easy. Prime tropicals,
Cotton blended poplins, Texturized po-
lyesters, Luxurious, lightweight Wool ga-
bardines. Solid colors. Patterns.
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FATHER!
DAYis

$45 to $97.50

whalings

A Name You Can Depend On
203 PIERCE IN BIRMINGHAM
2

OPEN: Thurs. & Fri. evenings

)
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‘‘MOTIVATION”

ATITI'END AN IMMEDIATELY USEFUL
ONE DAY SEMINAR FOR EMPLOYERS,
MANAGERS, PARENTS, SUPERVISORS,
TEACHERS — ANYONE WITH AN
INTEREST IN MOTIVATING OTHERS.

SATURDAY, JUNE 26 KINGSLEY INN - BLOOMFIELD

1962
EFFANBEE

DOLLS

ARE HERE
ATLAST!
introductory Priced at

T URE, GOMP

ANDMAILTO:

Selecled Models

DARNELL ASSOCIATES

CLARKSTON, Wi 48018
257787

20% OFF

Clearance Sale on Hundreds of Dolls
and Doll accessories up to 50% off

The M&W

3947 W. 12 MILE, BERKLEY
543-3115_ Hours:

. AR

M-F 10-8, Sat. 10-5

| FURNITURE
ACCESSORIES
&
HOUSEHOLD
MERCHANDISE

[ THE!
RE-GELL-IT
SHOPPE

High Quality Is
1| Our Only Quality
Low Prices:are
Our Only Prices.
Buying Sefling
:{or Just Browsing.
.| Thisis the place!

ART
» FIGURINES
+ WALL HANGINGS
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now 3.99 g 440
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- our 25th

If your home mis:
Anniversary Sa
__ lastyear..

...dont THSS
our 26th Anniversary

Sale

this year.

Save 10% to 50% on selected items:

" Sale Ends June 5, 1982

our Maurice salad

8000.000 Maurice Salads can't be
wrong because 8 000,000 Hudson

diners know what's good for them.
40 years ago we created our first

Maurice: Julienne ham, chicken, Swiss

cheese, sweet gherkins, shredded

» Drexel "Preface” Bedroom, Dining Room,
Occasions! and Series 982 Trassitional Ta-
bles.

Now oa Stle.. 2556 off

«Thayer-Coggio, Barcalouager, Crafiwork
Guild, Classic Leatber, St. Timotly, Selig.
Vaogusrd and Elair Softs, Love seats and
Chairs. Choose from our selection. You may
even special order durig this sale.

« Thomassille Dining Room, Bedroom sad
i ‘ve included these

pors, end Mystique..includiog special or-
ers.

Now oa Sale... ..25%-505% off

« Leather Sofas, Chairs and Ortomans. Select
from 52 lesther upholstered pices ia stock
for immediate delivery.

Seru # Off Bedding Sale. Close-our of lnst
yeass covers.

Twio  Reg. $139.93 Now 00 sale
Full Reg. $199.95 Now oa sale
Queen  Reg. $519.90 Nowonssle  $259.9 pee set
King~  Reg. $699.96 Now o sale  $349.95 per set
Drexel's “Grandvilla™ Dicing Room snd Oc-
casioasl Collections; selected ireaas in “Ecc.”
collection; il contemporary vpholstery; Bri-
gade, Delray, 2ad WS4 Wall Systeams.

Now on Stle... 20

36995 ea. pe.
$99.95 ex. pe.

% off

lettuce and of course, our very own 20%-40% off
Maurice dressing! A fresh baked roll
with butter, too. Treat yourself and
save now through the month of June
by joining the Maurice Fans in
Hudson’s Restaurants.

hudsons

Now oa Sal 20% off  Now oo Sale

Dearborn 565-3400 Bloomfield Hills 642.8822 Rochester 652-3500
23600 Michigan Ave. 4107 Telegraph 1110 S. Rochester Rd.
east of Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. in Winchester Mall
Open daily 10-9, Wed. & Sat. 10-6. Use our convenient charge, Visa or MasterCard.

| FREE INHOME |
EVALUATIONS

RE-SELL-IT
SHOPPE
34769 GRAND RIVER
FARMINGTON




