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When considering new member

Time for council to open selection process

During the next couple of weeks, the Farmington councilmen says something negative about a candi- . ity's advi-
City Council will be performing one of its most date, according to the logic. ol N :f,’yycffffdirgﬁ3%{:;:“;:;3@":1?;?; l?:vyesciezl!- .
sacred duties — it will act as the egeclorate’s proxy But the logic is nonsense. crac ker bal’rel bility. :
in naming a new city council member. E : 5 : o - - - N
el o jone 1o reat 1o UMD e M e, Mok of L - debate « o ey may ave ety — amang 3 smal
lengths to skirt the spirit of the open meetings law didates, win or lose, have survived the process = circle of city hall insiders. But those same persons .
when replacing one of its. own. They did it when Many come back for another dose ) (»Tﬁ never have stood up to public scrutiny that candi-
appointing William Mitchell and could well try it - Steve s dates are put under during regular elections. The
this time around. In practice, the council’s way creates more em- Nt J electorate should have the opportunity to question
* For the sake of honoring its contract with the barrassment and rumors than it stops. The elector- y Bal‘naby candidates. .
. public, the council should change its secret ways ate, besides possessing a healthy curiosity, has a The council should be wise enough to listen to -
when tapping a replacement for Richard Tupper. right to know who will be representing its public - ’ . these questions and accompanying answers. After
Council members maintain that an open process concerns and why. officials deliberate and judge those same officials all, the public could M with some
T ? - . , the public could very well come up ¢
could embarrass some persons under discussion. . 3 on their conduct. L valid questions the council members may forget to
Somebody's feelings could be hurt if one of the IT ALSO HAS the right to see how its elected Another piece of faulty logic is that the council ask.
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