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Despite crowding, county fights early jail releases

By Suzie Roliins Singer
staff writer

Calling it an emergency situation, an

Oakland County Board of Commission-.

ers committee vehemently opposed a
legislative bill which would allow early
release of inmates in county jails.

Acting on the request of QOakland ’

County Assistant Prosecutor Richard
Thompson, the seven-member general
government committee voted to send
the resolution to the Michigan Senate
judiciary committee, which was sched-
uled to discuss it yesterday.

The bill calls for releasing inmates
when jails are overcrowded, regardless
of the inmates’ prior sentences.

“This bill,” said Thompson, “at-

. tempts to relieve ;aﬂ papnlalmn over-

board to meet June 17.
‘The asked that all coun-

* load by using
which the courts can already do — and
by now giving the authority to release
priséners to the chief of the circuit
court, the judge who sentenced the
prisoner or the county sheriff.”.

“This bill is playing a cruel joke on
the citizens. It's greasing the revolving:
door to revolve faster,” he added. «

OPPONENTS of the bill believe it
will reduce the jail population at the
expense of Michigan residents.

Because the judiciary committee
was slated to meet this week, Oak-
land's general government committee
sent its resolution to Lansing immedi-
ately, rather than waiting for the full

ties, such as Oakland, which are under
court order to reduce their jail popula-
tions be exempt from the bill.

OAKLAND COUNTY has until Aug.

27 to comply with a court order to re-
duce its jail population to 450 inmates
per day.
_ Presently, the population often
looms abave 500, Among other things,
the jail must also reduce the number of
inmates allowed in the receiving tank
from 62 to 51 per day.

Since December, a 19-member erim-
inal justice subcommittee has been
studying ways to reduce the jail popu-
lation.

‘Thompson called the state bill uncon-
stitutional. “Under the constitution,
only the governor can commute sen-
tencu, Thompson said.

bill gives the circuit and dis-

trict ]ndgﬂ as well as the sheriff the

power to commute sentences,” he said.

“We have to give a slgnal to the state

legislature that that is not the way to
handle the crime problem.”

THE HOUSE of Representatives
passed the bill 78-23.
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ASTI SPUMANTE by
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See your local wine shop or restaurant

Among those who opposed it were
Reps. Douglas Cruce, R-Troy; James
Defebaugh, R-Birmingham; Richard
Fessler, R-West Bloomfield; Ruth
McNamee, R-Birmingham, and L. Jean
Willoughby, R-Bloomfield Hills.

Supporting the bill were Reps. W.V.
(Sandy) Brotherton, R-Farmington, and
Joe Forbes, D-Southfield.

Fessler, a member of the House Jud-
iclary Committee, called the bill a
“poor piece of legislation.”
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“Section 7 of the bill gives a county
sheriff the right to reduce sentences of
all inmates by up to 30 percent if the
jail is overcrowed. That's not the job of
the sheriff,” Fessler said.

“When you add that to good time,
you could end up with a tremendous re-
duction of population but with a lot of
people out on the streets. it just in-
creases the numbers of early releases,
and then someone else inherits the
problems,” he said. -

or call Don Lee Dis:ripu(ors, Inc. at
584-7100 for an outlet near you.

20% OFF EVERYTHING IN-STORE

(does not apply to items already sale priced or Corian tops.)
We earry VANITIES - FAUCETS - CHANDELIERS - MIRRORS -
MEDICINE CABINETS - TABLE & FLOOR LAMPS - COMPLETE
HOME LIGHTING « EVERYTHING FOR THE BATH - PICTURES -

WALL DECOR - CEILING FANS - ETC.

All Sales Final

° Introduce Yourself to our
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York Wallcovering

SALE HOURS:

Sat. 9 to

More than
20,000
Double Rolis

Choose from Mini-prints,
Florals, Stripes & prints.
Pre-pasted, washable,

Our exclusive, Twoli storage units hold everything from books to Bach. vintage bottles to
vintage Beatles. In oak. teak or walnut venears, the system consists of narrow and wide stacking
units and namow and wide wall units. There are shelves. drawers. doors. drop fronts. record
dividers. a musicbench, a desk unit. Shown: 1 wide wall unir. $164.95 reg. $215. 2 narrowwall
units, $124.95 reg. $165 a : 1 base wide stack unit. $77.95 reg. $95: | top wide stack unit.
$69.95 reg. 390 1 base namow stack unit. $54.95 reg. $70: 1 top narrow stack unit. $49.95
reg. $65: 1 drop front $39.95 reg. 550: Bwide drawers $26.95 reg. $35 ea.: 4 narow drawers
$21.95 reg. $30 ea.: 1 setdoors $39.95 reg. $50: 2 single doors $27.95 teg. $35ea.: L record
divider $39.95 reg. 550 Callus for sizes.
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Prices In effect thru Sunday, June 13, 1982,

" pool of your very own!

|

1 S Take a cool refreshing dip
a whenever the mood

strikes in your own

backyard haven.

Any Size - Any Shape
All Gunite

Quality Supplies and Equipment
Chemicals » Toys « Accessories
Pool Paint

Heavy Duty SOLAR COVERS ON SALE

Financing Available
Iin business over 30 years, Deal Direct with the Owners

Saidelli Fools

31250 Van Dyke « At Chicago Rd.
WARREN 979-9500



