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O&E Thursday, June 10, 1982

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writer

Detroit area audiences were recently
treated to another seasonal visit by the
Metropolitan Opera of New York. Here
is an account of two of the seven pre-
sented, “The Magic Flute” and “The
Barber of Seville.”

To begin with, there are different
kinds of op2ra audiences who enjoy op-
era for different reasons and there's no
way to appeal to all of them.

My personal view is that an opera
should be presented as authentically as
possible to reflect the composer’s wish-
es. Unlike reading a suspense story
where the plot unfolds before a curious
reader, opera isn't geared to unfold a
drama to a viewer who is unaware of it
beforehand.

In this context, there is an eternal
debate of the merits of an original
versus a translated version.

“The Magic Flute,” whose original
language is German, wags presented

review

A more practical solution for most,
however, would be to buy 2 complete
libretto (original and translated) before
the performance. -Indeed, such an op-
portunity is available for the afford-
able price of $3.

The problem with this solution, how-
ever, is that during the performance
one is prevented from using the printed

ges because of the darkness, and
even if one had the foresight to bring a
flashlight, reading the lbretto would
cause one to miss the action on stage.

The method I find preferable is to
study the opera from a recording, with
accompanying libretto, without any
distractions from the stage. This, of
course, requires a much more substan-
tial investment in time and money, and
is one of several things that make full

here in Erglish
by Julius udel.

“Barber,” on the other hand, was
sung in the original Italian, conducted
by Andrewr Davis. Even though I am
not among the fortunate who under-
stand Italian, I found the performance
of “Barber” to be more artistically sat-
isfying and pleasing.

THERE ARE SEVERAL ways to
deal with the language barrier. Ideally,
of course, it would be desirable if more
people in this country knew more for-
eign languages, which could prove use-
ful in other areas besides music.

Youth Ballet

The Michigan Youth Ballet, under
the direction of Theresa Lee Narsh,
will perform “Graduation Ball” at 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Pontiac
Central High School.

This is the company's first full

music a rather costly un-
dertaking.

THE SINGLE, MOST serious defi-
ciency in the performance of “The
Magic Flute” was the ill-conceived
adoption of the English translation. The
principal characters, Tamino, por-
trayed by tenor David Kuebler, and Pa-
pageno, portrayed by Donald Gramm,
bass, exhibited superb voices, rich in
tone and cvolor.

However, ‘their singing

English translation spoils Mozart opera

role is actually that of a baritone, a
genuine bass in the cast was expertly
sung by John Macurdy (Sarastro).
Noteworthy also were Gail Robinson
(Pamina) and Osceola Davis (Queen of
the Night). The three ladies, portrayed
by Loretta Di Franco, Ariel Bybee and
Batyah Godfrey, were when

Pablo Elvin as Figaro, were truly de-
lightful. The famous Figvaro tongue
twister, “Largo ad -Factotum,” was
very skilifally presented, with mateh-
ing stage gestures. It would be in-
conceivable to attempt to perform it in
any other language.
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singing separately, but their voices
didn't blend well together, possibly due
10 last minute changes in the cast as Di
Franco substituted for Patricia Craig.
While the scenery, designed by the re-
nowned Mare Chagall, was truly im-
pressive, the staging was not.

The plot of the opera is generally
light and humorous. However, there
are some tense moments, as in the
scene of the trial by water and fire by
Tamino and Pamina. In addition, there

is the undisputed high quality of Mo- .

zart's music, which should have provid-
ed some counter-balance to the frivoli-
ty of the plot. In Lh!s performance,

Wi
drowned out by the orchestra. Loretta e
Di Franco, appearing in the relatively | €

minor role as Bertha, the housekeeper, .
did shine through with her aria, “Il vec-
chietto,” in the second act. an

Sesto Bruscantini as Dr. Bartolo was 25, e PeanS
Pt

delightfully amusing, but his bass voice

was unfocused on many o¢easions, The =S
staging, directed by David Sell, was N
i d incing, often
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most approp! an
overcoming the language barrier.
One aspect that I found most disturb-
ing bad to do with the general behavior
of the audience. Certain reactions dur-
ing a performance, such as laughing at
the funny lines or applauding after an
ive solo are ac-

however, all of this was
among the long spoken dialogues which
seemed to command the center of at-
tention.

IN CONTRAST, “Barber” sounded
more the way a true, authentic opera
should. While the plot is even more hu-

morous than that of “The Magic

Flute,” not even having the pretense of
drama or danger in it, there was a lot
of artistic dignity in the performance.
The principal characters, sung by
Rockwell Blake as Count Almaviva and

clashed with the hard English conso-
nants, impeding the natural flow of the
melody. While the range of Papageno's

to perform

length, classical ballet. Tickets will be
available at the door, $3 for adults and
$2 for students.

‘For information, call 666-3985 or
669-4265.

ceptable.

However, constant and chronic
coughing, wheezing and sneezing
shouldn't be tolerated by a civilized au-
dience. At one point, a man in the row
behind me fell so fast asleep that his
snoring literally obliterated the sounds
from the stage. Only repeated disap-
proving looks prompted his compan-
ions to wake him up.

Given the choice, a visit to the Met in
New York is far superior to hearing the
company on tour.

CALLFIRST
349-9070

Sullivan Son's Inc.
Builders

Residential
Commercial
Additions ®

Floor Additions »
.Decks »
Foundations ¢
Home-Business
Repairs ® Windows
 Doorwalls ¢

Tearoffs « Vents ¢
Insurance work ¢
Licenced » Insured

Strawberries
Ready-To-Pick

| Custom Clothing $ 1 00 off
| Career Apparel
Good thru June 19, 1962

1wml|eWRBds|ﬂ|
" ixom Rd..
51701 Grand River, WiXom behind Brainer's

[Alteration & Repair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS DECIDED 10
SELL BACK TO WENDELL & JAMIE LENT!

Atour recent *“Open House™* Jamia and Wendell were
welcomed back as the new owners of the new
“'LENT'S CLOTHING CO."

Unfortunately, many iterns arrived 100 late for showing
atthe Open House. Qur Board of Directors has decided to
extend the sa brati d offer all of our i
to you at terrific savings as our reorganization continues

up
TO

b
30-50 % -~

THE NEW LENT'S CLOTHING CO. HAS JUST PURCHASED . . .

(Exciting ltems that arrived too late for our Open House)

MEN'S SUITS
AND
SPORTCOATS

600 new arrivals in our selected
groups! From Stanley Blacker,
Givenchy, Pierre Cardin, Oleg

MEN'S
BETTER SLACKS

Late arrivals] 325 pair from
Raphael - all lightweight
wools, plain front and pleats.

MEN'S
BLAZERS

150 Year-round Blazers in
assorted solid colors.

Cassini, Adolfo, " Phoenix,
Botany 500, and Brookfield. Reg. $90 $70
SUITS - Reg. $185-$400; Now

SPORTCOATS - Reg. $95-$200.

30%-50% OFF NOwW $53.99

$79.99

MEN'S
SWEATERS

MEN'S
GOLF
SHIRTS

Thane  short sleeve knits
in'assorted colors. Reg. $20-$23

NOW $14.99

MEN'S
DRESS
SHIRTS

From Nichole Mancini, Damon,
Hathaway and Koman. Reg.
41810 $28.50

Long slesve crew and V-nack
silk, acrylic and cotton blends.
Summer pastel colors. Reg.
$37.50 to $42.50

NOW $21.99

JAYMAR
SANS-A-BELT
SLACKS

Just arrived! 350 pair. Reg.
price $45.00

NOW$31.99

MEN'S
TIES

By Damon, Jacques Estier,
Oleg Cassini. Reg. $10 to
$12.50

$6.99 ea.

(or 3 for $20)

We've changed our
name, but not
the faces!

LENTY

CLOTHING CO.

798 PENNIMAN
PLYMOUTH
4530790
" Free Parking in rear of store

- ALTERATIONS AT COST

DOUBLE COUPON
ORCHARD- 10 gives you 100% more on all
cents off) manufacturer's coupons up to
nd including 50¢ face value. Other retailers

fl and free coupons excluded. Limit 1 coupon

for any one product. Coupon pius 100%

B bonus cannot exceed price of the item.

Offer in effect now through
Sunday, June 13, 1982.

IGA TABLERITE

from
Ground Chuck

5472

3LBS. OR MORE

Paul Bunyan
;%{ 3 Whole Boneless

Hams

¢
I,ri{na 8 8

ee1®
sdlime  each

ALL FLAV?RS
Hawaiian
Punch

69°¢

46 oz. Can

Frozen

Fame Lemnade

5190¢|

6 oz. Cans

20 oz.

Florida Swéet Corn

19¢

« 1000 1sland - French - ltalian
« Creamy Cucumber
« Creamy ltalian « Catalina

Kraft Dressings




