Fears ‘eyes and ears’

‘Burglar’s customers: average citizens

By Tim Richard
statf writer

“Your next-door nelghbor . . . ordi-
mryduuu...thegnywhomls
your meat — they buy it. The average
Cltizen was my biggest customer: If
they weren't, I'd be out of business,”
sald the professional burglar.

“People call me and order some-
thing. Someone tells me what's there,
and I'd go get it. They knew where it
came from,” sald No. 104534 from
Southern Michigan Prison.

His proper name is Gerald Love.
He's 38 years old, with neatly trimmed
muttonchops and mustache, and he
‘used to reside in Mt. Clemens. His cur-
rent address is Jackson because a 1978

- burglary vietim who caught him in the

%" act happened to be a Michigan State
* Police trooper.

That conviction belig his fourth,

: Love is spending a minimum of 10

years and a maximum of 20 in prison.

Burglary rates lower in suburbs

Want to reduce your chances of bur-
glary in your home? Move out of De-

troit.

A Detrolt resident stands three times
as much chance of having his/her home
or business broken into as a resident of
suburban Wayne County or Qakland
County, according to statistics com-
plled by the state’s Office of Criminal
Justie y

e,
With a population of 1.2 million, De-
trolters last yéar suffered 47,000 bur-

glarles.

Suburban Wayne communities, with
only a little less population, reported
fewer than 16,000, about one-third as
many. Cakland, whose population just
tops the one miltlon mark, had 17,000
burglaries.

Addressing a ‘meeting of insurance

agents and local police officials last
week, Cakland Sheriff Johannes Spreen
boasted that “Our burglary rate is
going down. Qur arrest rate is golng
up.”

pThe figures bore him out. One bur-
glary in seven was “cleared” by arrest
in Oakland County last year. For subur-
ban Wayne County, the arrest rate was
one in 10; for Detroit, ope in 15.
In general, arrest rates in outstate
cities such as Flint, Grand Raplds and
Albion were even better — one in five

toalx.”

Charles Trubac, regional vice presi-
dent for State Farm insurance compa:
nies, sald that in the last’six years
homeowner insurance premiums rose
150 percent in Oakland County and 330
percent in Wayne County.

1t there should be 2 fifth
when he gets out in 1988, ke will be in
{or life.

LOVE HAS been getting a tour of the
state, courtesy of the Michigan Sheriffs
Association and State Farm Property
& Casualty Insurance. Last week he
was in Southfield, along with Oakland
County Sheriff Johannes Spreen and

Hills Gwen

out a window,” he said.

@ Operation Identification, where
valuables are marked by the owner?
“Identification is good for one thing —
recovery,” said Love. “T never had no
one turn it (stolen property) down be-
cause. it was marked. They're not going
to advertise where they got it.”

Milne.
Love tells insurance agents and local
police officials why they should help
. sel 4

ESS, Love, Spreen and
Milne were strong supporters of Neigh-
borhood Watch, a federally funded citi-

. t up
..Watch programs to curb the 170,000
_‘burglaries a year which occur in Michi-

gan. .

Sometimes Love tells them things

they don’t want to bear:

i A Nelghborhood Watch project?
i That didn't stop him if he had a “getup"”
— that is, if someone had told him
about a particular owner’s jewelry and
valuables and wanted to buy. Gener-
ally, however, Nelghborhood Watch
projects discourage burglars, particu-
larly amatewrs, who do 85-80 percent
of the jobs.

@ A deadbolt lock, recommended by
insurance agents? Love would get in
through a window, using the keys the
;. owners had'left in the deadbolt lock to
+" let himself out the door. “Usually we go
© out the door. It's easier to carry a mi-

crowave through a door than to climb

H
H
v

zen burglary p program run
by sheriff’s departments and promoted
by State Farm.

“You can beat locks. You can get
around dogs. But you can’t beat them
eyes and ears,” said Love.

“Citizen involvement,” Spreen re-
peated and repeated. “The police can't
do it alone. Police are in a ‘resporise
mode.’ They want to lock the barn door
after the horse has been stolen.”

Informed neighbors are the first line
of defense, sald Milne, who found her
house ransacked in February 1981
when she and her husband returned
from a week-and-a-half busioess trip.
More lights, turned on an off by elec-

tric timers, and locks were other’

remedles, she said. Some 300 people
are involved in her Nelghborhood
‘Watch prograio now.

Love added: “A dog is the biggest de-

terrent after (human) eyes and ears.
And they bite.”

A DAY PERSON, Love would scout
“guburbs, rural homes set back, with
not a lot of activity” for his next vie-

tim,

“1 like daytime better in rural areas.
Dusk to 10 pm. is better in suburbs. 1
don’t know any burglars who work af-
ter 10 p.m.

“Most of the time, I go-right in
through the front door. Most of the

time, I can get in faster than you can
with a key. I look for the easy ones.

“I knocked a hole in a glass door one
time, Three months later I went back
and reached right through the same
hole. They’d never repaired it.

1 stared at (age) 12. Our neighbors
left thelr doors open. T'd go in and take
odds and ends, and small change.”

He did his first prison term at 17.
There he got his “education.” Many
wete contacts who would buy things.

REHABILITATION? “There is no
such thing as rehsbilitation in prison.
Rehabilitation is a word.”

Yet Love is not eager to return {o
burglary when his 10-20 years are up.
«“I'ye never come out of the pen looking
for trouble. Next time I'm in for life,"

hesaid.

He said he carried a weapon only
once — a .22 on a “setup” job when he
thought he might encounter a dog. Oth-
erwise, he's unarmed and not physical-
1y dangerous.

He called the law providing for a life
term for habitual criminals “a bad-law.
T'm not a killer, but 'm facing (a) life

'

(term).

“Pm a sneak thief. I'll avold a con-
frontation. (If caught) I won't stand
there and beat on you, but I'm desper-
ate.Iwant to get away.

“If you're home, and somebody is
burglarizing your house, make a noise.
T'll leave. I don't want to see you.”

Love thinks juvenile courts should
get tougher on kids, “Bust their ass.
Don't just send them back In the street
with a slap on the wrist.
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|| DREXEL-HERITAGE

1265 W..BIG BEAVER » TROY MICHIGAN 48084 *

$ SAVE $ |

On Your Electric Bill By Having
Detroit Edison Approved Alr Con-
ditioner Interrupter Installed.

For Free Estimate Call
Residentlal and Commercial

SUPREME ELECTRIC INC.
559-8777

_
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UNTRY DAY S
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

CHOOL

Separate curriculum for three, four and five year olds . . .
a happy stable atmosphere for emotional, physical and
social growth. . .academic readiness in the “three R's".

MAIN CAMPUS
Prekindergarten, Kindergarten
Middle & Upper Schools
22305 West Thirteen Mile Road
Birmingham, Michigan 48010

. 646-7717
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FOR PERSONAL INTERVIEW CALL Mrs. May Dodge, Director of Admis-
sions, Pre-K at 646-7717, Ext. 66. Mrs. Dodge has an outstanding reputa-
tion in the field of early childhood education, with
England and the United States.

YILLAGE CAMPUS
Lotwer School
3600 South Bradway Boulevard
Birmingham, Michigan 48010

35 years experience in

647-2522

Our choice would be a silk shantung print

Oulside our local delivery area. odd 2.50

delivery area, odd 2.00 only if purchase

Lokeside—247-4500; Twelve Oaks—348-3400;

All apen daily 10 to 9, Sunday 12 10 5.

L - . _isdJune20th

He's. special. He'sja Lo

2,

a,

or Dad.

He'd love a wardrobe of our very special ties

by Bill Blass in yellow, red, purple
or blue, 17.50 A cool tie
statemen! by Rooster in madras
plaid calton, predeminantly red,
blue, natural or pink, 8.50

John Weitz' rich woven silk, pink,
red, navy, Burgundy or fan, 17.50
The silk shantung with satin

stripe by Countess Mora in grey
with white, pink ond blue, 23.50
” Or the solid silk Honan fie

by Waller Kefly in red, navy,
fight blue, ‘maize or lavender, 13.50

hondling charge. Within our focal
is under 25.00 (oxclusive of fox).
. tord & Toylor,
Fairlane—call 336-3100;

Briarwood Mall—665-4500

Remember, Father's Day




