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Who’s On Stage?

Neil Simon's sparkling comedy, “Star
Spangled Girl.” is the final play in the current

mation on who's i the cast and how to obtain
tickets on
Page 4B~

Baker Knows Culprits

Campus unrest is really mob violence.
says Rep. Raymond L. Baker (R-Farming-
ton) who-has an idea who thé real,culprits
are. In a olea to constituents. Baker asks for
an end 1o glorifyving violence.

Page 1A
An Eagle Family

- From time ta time a Boy Scout in Far-
mington rises to the rank of Eagle Scout. It
has happened again. only this time toa third
generation scout and a second generation
Eagle.

N Page 5A

. We’re All Fools

We are all fools today, and Roving Edi-
tor W.W. Edgar knows why. The Stroller en-
ters Farmington to discuss the follies and his-
tory of April 1.

. Page 6B

Last Salary

Schoolgraft Coliege President Eric Brad-
ner will get $30.000 for his last vear on the job
- the same rate that will be offered his suc-
cessor. See Regional Affairs.

Page iC

Whither Buses?

Now that Northville Coach Line has dis-
continued business, who will provide service
on that Seven Mile Road run" Who's thipking
aboul it?

+Page 8C

Classified Wont Ads .
Editorial Viewpoints
Home and Garden

Readers’ Forum
Regional Affoirs
Sports--Prep and Pro
World of Women ...

Farmington Players bill. We have the infor- .

T

If you like
“thmgs Yoo

things
that help
you make
a pjcture
record of
whatever
you da..

Then you'll enjoy reading the interesting
NEWS about all kinds of thesa things in

! the Observer Want Ad Saction every

Wednesday and Weekend.

Observer W‘ant Ads
422-0900

GOODIES—A hoppy five-year-old, Bruce Magnus-
son, checks his supply of chocolate eggs after taking part
in the Formington Jaycees annudl Easter egg hunt in

* Farmington City Park. (Evert phote)

v

Tax Reduction?
~ Why Schools Cannot
A ppease Taxpaygrs

By EMORY DANIELS

A tagpayers revolt move-
ment has shifted in recent
weeks and focused its attention
on local school districts with
demands that operational mil-
lage levies be reduced.

The argument is tirat schools
are getling more money by
maintaining millage levies at
current levels because of ris-
ing state equalized vaMiation
(SEV1 of properties.

LOCALLY, Farmington
Township trustees were the
first to suggest the Farming-
ton Board of Education lighten
the tax burden of homeowners
by reducing the school millage
rate

Next. a taxpayers associa-
tion started by the Franklin
Ravines subdivision associa-
tion made the same request.
The Council of Subdivision
Associations in Farminglon

LOOT —; This little boy in Indegndence Cemmons had a full load of Eoste

eggs in his basket by the time the kin
through {Evert phmo{

FUN — The most popular person in Independence
Commons in Farmington on Easter Sunday was Judy
'

1 B :

y Eagter bunny. played by Judy Amori, g¢

-

-Tm\ ~hwp has repeated the’

,\milasl mumh the Oakland
County Board of Commission-
ers (formtecly supervisors:
asked all school districts in the
coupty to consider lowering
millage levies in light of the
rising SEV.

Thus, the heat generated
from higher tax bills is being
taken off city, lownship and
county officials and is now
h'('ing felt by school trustees.

chool trustees have had one
meeting with the Farmington
Township Board and have met
with taxpayersys Other meet-
ings are seffeduled as the
sthool district presents its side
of the coin!

The Farmington Enterprise
& Observer, in analyzing what
is happening financially to
Farmington Schools. has ex-
amined pagesiof statistics and
reports garnered from the
Farmington School District.
Stae, Department of Public
Instruction. Citizen Research
Council of Michigan. and the
State Chamber of Commerce.

- ALL REPORTS examined
indicate that the school millage
levy in Farmington cannot be
reduced apprecidbly. if at all.
withoul passage by the State
Legislature of-educational re-
form bills of reduction of lotal
pmgrams

s conclusion was reached
buz!use of the following fanda-
mental conditions: B

1. The Farmington Area has
grown tremendously in the last
five years, a growth the school
distrigt had to respord 1o in
kind. | ‘

2. A period of inflation hés
seen cost of -living increasing
about 5 a year and the gross
national product about 9% *a
vear.

3. The impact of negotiating
rights for teachers has seen
teacher salariés rising an av-
erage of 9 a year statewide
once negotiations began.

4. A state aid formula re-
turns less to a school district

school enrollment has in-
creased by 21% to 16,360 for
this school - year. "Of the 648
school districts in Michigan,
97% bave fewer students than
Farmington public schools.

What has this growth in the
student body meant to the
school district? How many
moge teachers and classrooms
had to be added to accommo-
date this growth?

During the past five years.
enrollment has grown by 21
the district has added 31% or
163 teacherg and 6,75 or 34 new
classrooms.

Since 1965, the district has
added two elementary schoals

and one high school, and next -

fall . another elementary and
high sehool will open.

The extra classrooms mean
purchase of furviture and
added maintenance costs
More teachers mean more sal-
aries to pay. .

Just the natural response to
population growth alone means
extra expense. But other fac-
tors. probably equally as natu-
ral. have also contributed.

WHICH BRINGS us to the
most difficult- factor involved
+ 10 analyze *- the economy.

The inflationary spiral has
not only drained taxpayers
pockets but has also taken a
violent smack at schioot budg:
ets.

Obviously. the spiral has
dumped more money in school
\coffers as the value of prop-
erty in Oakland County ha}
been rising at about 130 a
year.
- Of course. schuols have hAd
1o dish out mose to purchase
supplies. buy services and pay
employes. And the.scale shows
that the district is coming out
at the skort end.

The school district's prop-
erty tax base, expressed by

as that district’s Jax base-in-~ Inlal SEV, has increased' by

creases

Let's take.them one at a
time.

N -

THE FARMINGTON area
popriation has increased 47%
“.nice 1960, half of that growth
n the last five years.

This is significant because’
about ene-third of this growth

involved age children.
sineemarmingmn';
B , w
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Amori, who played Easter bunny and handed aut choco-

L}
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lafe eggs to lOO\subdlvlslon families. (Evert photo)

i

% between'1985-30. Thus, (Ile
lax résoutces of the district

The district’s “abily
lect. expre:ged by o{
millage levy. has incr
38% for the same period from
215 ‘milis (§21.50%per §1.000
SEV) to 29.93.

~Of these mills. 13 in 1965 and

215 in 1970 were oter-ap-
proved with the rest being al-
locate: Qakland County.

Another way of looking at
this phenomenon is that in the
past five years, the homeown-

ers’ willingness 1o pay more
school taxes has increased by
6% (judging frem voted mil-
lage) while the' district’§ abil-
ity to collect has increased
1025 (based on SEV increases)
The school. of course. is not
responsible for the rise’ in
SEV. Assessments ase origi-
nally made by the local city or
township government and are
then “equalized” by the
county un hehalf of the state.
Rut the school district. like
ey and township govern-
menis. is the benefactor. The
increases in SEV allow « gov-
erning body 1o collect more
revenue without increasing the
millage rate. :

THE RESULT for Farming-
ton schoals hks been that in
five ,vears total revenfie. in-
clyding state and federal ard.
ha increaskd by 100

But look at the schoot budget
in 1963-66 and this year shows
expenditures have increased
110, which means the district
is spending 10% more than it is
collecting.

This is possible only because
of a $Umillion surplus on hand
at the end of the 196566 1
vear (FY, more on that Intu

{SEV i the
however. &
not given “ihe district
large sum of ra monev to
spend. This can be seen by
examimng what the district ix

paving for its instructional

program. the corg of educa
tion, which accounts for 73, of
the opegating budget

INSTRUCTIONAL expenses
have risen * substintiglh for
three reasons

Expansion of facubtty 1o
meet higher enroliments. -
crleased teacher salaries due to
negotiations: and higher cost
of purchasing audio-visual and s
other instruetional materials

Since 1963, total instructional
costs have increased 1127%
{from $4.8 millivo to $10.2 mil-

Jlion). Of this increase, 75 poes
for teacher salaries. -

In fact. since last vear
alone. mulmr salaries have
Jnereased 0.7 About half of
this increase 1s caused by ne-
gotiated pay hikes, The other.
half is caused by pay hikes
because of seniofity or extra
hours of college credit earned
by faculty x:vambcrs

Continued on Poge 3A

‘Democrats Plan

Farmington Democtats are
calling for a national day of
n;ﬁurnmg/ “to protest the loss

our donstitutional liberties
and to reaffinn basic guaran-
tes.”

The call for the diy of
mourning came in a resolution
adopted by the Farmington
Denocratic Club.

THE RESOLUTION clrarged
the Nixon Admifiistration with

“attempting to destrov our
traditional freedom of speech.
press and assembly.”

The resolution says "‘The
Nixon' Administration, led by
the vice president and atlor-
ney general, has entered into a

and ic at-

Mourning Day

IN ADDITION, the resolu-
tion says Vice President Spiro
Aznew has openly. invited viol-
ence towird dissenters und
threatened newspapers and
television networks

“The Nixon Administration
is attempting in the guise of-
patriotism and loyalty to sub-
vert the spirit of the Constitu-
tion," the resolutioh charges.

It added that the Nixen
Administeation is un-Amierican
in using the courts and iega
system as a means of intiuyi-
dation and suppression.

The club urged a letter:
ing campaign to newspapers
and public officials “'to volce
indignation and outrage over

tack upon lhe voices of dissent
in the land™”

Ta support their charge. the
club_poiats o, “the *“Chicago
Seven™ trial, which it says is
the’ first use of a mew law
which attempts to stifle free
speech and “*the denouncement
of peace marchers as ‘un-
American,” ‘traitors’ and
‘liberal-communists by
members of the admintstration
and their families.”

the supp tactics of the
government.” :
The national day of mourz-
L ing. ?p resolutinn says. would
“reaffirm the basic principlc
that the Constitution was cre-
ated and exists for the protec:
tion of the weak. the op
pressed. those- with dilferen:
ideas and even those we may
pise and fear, h
he club says it will apgoin
a conunittee to make plans fo;
its day vl mourning.
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