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The statewide impict of
collective bargaining rights for
teachers is seen by examining
pay increases since 1965, the

Can Farmington S‘cho-()lé Lower Ta

vear legislation was passed
giving teachers the right to
bargain collectively. X

When school boards had sole
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autho: ’m' to give pay likes.
the ujcmgc statewide increase
was 3% a vear. Once teacher
unions entered the scene. the
average statewide annual pay

have been settling for 10-127%
annval pay hikes.

School Tax Squeeze
Versus Family Budget

In 1965. the William Smith family pur-
chased a $25.000 home in Farmington -and
moved their belongings to their new resi-
dence.

That fall, the Smiths enrolled son John in
Farmington pubiic schools and began to feel
like members of the community’

THAT YEAR it cost $473 for John to get
an education. Of this amount, Dad pald $200 in
local school taxes. the state paid $264 and fed-
eral and county funds amounted to $9.

During the following five years, Dad's
earnings increased by 25% and the Smith resi-
dence is now worth $40,000. The grocery bills
are higher, and Dad and Mom are talking a
Iot about budgets and economizing.

It is now 1970 and it costs $780 for son
John to get an education. That's $300 more
than when the Smiths first moved here five
years ago.

In 1970 Dad pays $448 for son John's
schooligg while the state pays $316. Federal =
and county funds account for $16. Although it
costs $300 more to educate John. Dad is pay-
ing $248 more than he did five vears ago,
while the state's contribution is only $52
more. .

Because Dad has placed Mom on a budget.
he gets a little shakep when the tax bills come
in the mail. He wanjs John to get an educa-

the Formington City Recre-
ation basketboll league is the Formington Jaycee team sponsored by L. and H.
Woad Co. Tony Mazza, left, and John Finlayson, center, accept the championship
trophy from City Mdnager John Dinan. Finlayson was the captain of the team which
entered the city tobrnament with an 8-2 record. (Evert photo) .

tion. but should his share more than double in
five vears?
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DAD ATTENDS a school board meeting
and discovers that of the $780 it costs to edu-
cate John, $585 goes to Mrs. Mafy Jones —
John's teacher. (

He doesn't want Mrs. Jones'to get paid
less, so Dad asks about the remaining 25% of
the budget. He.is told the school board has
control only over 5% of the budget with the
remaining 95% involving fixed costs, including
Mrs. Jones' salary.

A few of the things Dad learned are: total
instructional costs have grown by 112% since
1965; the school budget has increased by 110%;
the school district’s tax base has grown by
102%; enroliment by 21.6%; the faculty by
31.3%; number of classrooms by 6.7%; and a
million dollar. surplus in 1965 is now reduced
to $144,000.

It now costs Dad $8 more a week to edu-
cate John than when the Smiths first moved
to Farmington five years ago. Dad grumbles,
but pays. Meanwhile, grandmother cannot
make her house payments any mqre and may
be moving to the Smiths” Farmirfgton house-
hold. :

Dad grumbles again and wonders who's
getting smarter - him or John?

Promoted

Larry Napier, son of Mrs.
Julia F. Napier of 28360 Grey-
field, Farmington Township,
has: been promoted to Army
SP4 while serving as a ma-
chine gunner with the 101st
Airborne Division, Company
C. 2nd Battalion, 501st Infantry
in Vietnam

He is stationed at Fire Base
Bastongne near the Song Bow
River and has been in Vietnam
singe Decermnber 1969.

Carolyn Welti
Studies Abroad

Carolyn Welti, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Carl-Welti of
26154 Westmeath, Farmington,
is one of 199 Kalamazoo Col-
lege juniors who will soon be
returning from six months of
study abroad.

Miss Welti left last Septem-
ber for Hanover. West Ger-
many.

On Déan’s List
Betsy Brush. bt 22045 Man-
ning Road, Fatmington, has
been’ named~fo the dean's list
at Butler University for the
first semester of the 1969-70
college year. A grade average
of at least a “B'" is required.
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i - . Marine Serves
Marine PFC Russell C.

hike was 9%. In the metrogoli-
tan Detroil area, teachers

A comparison shows that

instructional costs have out-
grown the tax base by 10% and
are growing 2%.faster than the
budget. This comparison con-
firms that nothing significant
can be done to pare millage
rates withdut trimming the
instructional program.

It is almost certain teachers
will negotiate another pay hike
this summer. -which will vir-
tually eliminate any possibil-
ity of a millage reduction and
may necessitate an increase

Last year, $0% of the school
districts in Michigan paid their
teachers less than did Far.
mington public schools, How-
ever, last year Farmington
schools paid their teachers
about $400 a year less than dis-
tricts with comparable enroll-
ments (10,000 to 20,000).

The Michigan Education
Association (MEA, teachers
bargaining unil. has taken the
position that teathers have
been enderpaid for vears and
now deserve reparations from
the taxpayers.

Unless the pace-selting dis- -

tricts toe the line this summer.
Farmington schools will be
asked to give another 107 pav
hike or.face the possibility of a
strike. .

As long as Farmington is
below the pay scale in its en-
rollment class, teachers will
have a bargaining point and
will press hard unless discour-
aged by the pace-setling dis-
triets such as Detroit, Dear-
born. Livonia and Grosse

. Pointe.
- ..

THE FINAL condition which
leads 1o the conclusion there
cannot be a millage reduction
this year is the mechanics of
state aid for education:

Lansing takes the position
that state aid should be passed
out actording to the local dis-
trict’s ability to shift for itself

Ideally. low-income . school
districts receive more slate

pay is viewed by the state as
the richness of the local tax
bake or SEV.

The vardstick in stale aid

or the total tax base divided
by the total mumber of stu-
dents in a given district.

The higher the SEV per pup-
il, the less money per pupil the
state kicks back to local dis-
tricts. We have already seen
that in five years the Far-
mington schools” total SBY has
increased 1025 -while=enroll-
ment has grown by only 21.6%

What has happened. then, is
that each year in this period.
Farmington laxpayers have
contributed more percentags
wise as the state kicks in less.

1n 1965-66, the state supplied
33.9% of the total revenue for
Farmington Schools with Jocal
taxpayers supplying 42.6%

In 1969-70, the state has con-
tributed only 40.5% of the total
Farmington school revenue

- with local taxpayers contribut-
ing 57.4%.

Of course. the state has
given more money each year:
$§3.6 million in 1963-66 and $5.2
million this year. But so have
local taxpayers: $2.7 million in
196566 and $7.4 million this
vear. Total revenues have
jumped from $6.5 to $12.8 mil-
Tion.

The result is that while
school ‘revenues have in-
creased by~ 100% in five years,
the state’s share has grown by
only 0% and the taypayers’
share by 250%, -

The obvious disparity has
led to the condition where tax-
payers are paving more and
enjoying it less.

A" stafewide comparison
shows 907 of the districts in
Michigan collect less from
their taxpavers than Farming-

formulas is the SEV per pupil..

Farmington: and 65% of the
districts in Michigan have a
lower SEV per pupil than
Farmington does.

However, a comparison
between Farmington schools
and districts of comparable
enrollment shows that Far-
mingtod has a lower SEV per
pupil, asks for stightly ‘less
from local taxpayers and gets
slightly more slate aid per

pupil. .
Although Farmington may

be on the short end regarding
state aid receipts. there are 22
other districts with 345.000

students throughout Michigan
in tile same position.

Without educational reform.
the trend will continue. and

euch vear Farmington laxpay-
ers will.be expectedd to carry a
greater burden to operate their
schonts

This trend. along with other
conditions. negates the possi-
bility of a miilage reduction
In fact.: s request for addi-
tional millage may have been
on Jast June's school ballot had
it not been for that §1 million
surplus mentioned earlier.

. P

AT THE END of fiscal 1965-
66.‘Farmington School District
carried a surplus-of SL15 mil-
lion in its operating budget.

During that vear. Farming-
ton schools were spending $473
per pupil. The next' year. thes
district spent $51 more per
pupil. but the surplus increased
by $17.200. N

During FY 1967-68, the dis-
trict spent $72 more per pupil,
and: the surplus dropped
sharply to $905,000. in fact, if
the surplus had not existed, the
disttjct would have been faced
withla $570,000 deficit in 1967
[

x/Rate?' -

.\ In summary. it is certaid
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expenditures increased by $99.) -
but the budget was in the
black: and the'surplus climbed"
slowly 10 $724.000. s
This year, per pupil expendis
tures jumped by $85 leaving &
surplus of $144,000. If £he sur{
phus was not'there, the district
would have had a §580,000 defi
cit this year. .
The 70-71 budget will Wipe’ I
out this surplus enfirely. In the. .-
absence of educational reform "
legislation. the school board-
must operate on a deficit budg-
et. trim programs nr_gsk for'a
millage hike. P

THE BOARD has taken the -
position it will not operateona *
deficit budget. ™ L

Technically, it is illegal for
schaals 1o operate in the red,
but in 1967-68 some 66 districts
in the state had deficits

But according to the Citizens .\,
Research Council of Michigan
the-problem for most of the
deficit districts was nat lack of
local tax capacity (SEV) but
lack of local tax effort 1 millage
rate). K

It is not likely Farmington’s
school board will have to
choose between program re-
duction or request for more
millage since passage of edu-
cational reform is certain.
What effect that will have
cannot be measured until the
actual bifis are signed by thé
governor. H

Farmingion schooks cannot
reduce millage without educa-
tional reform passage. -

This cannot be blamed solety
on either teachers negatiating -
for higher pay. the state aid
formula. inflation or population
growth.

But & combination of the
above four conditions. and
their interacttons, have placed
Farmington Schools in a vice
which could result in financial
choking in the near future

aid per pupil and the high-in-  1on: 35% of ‘the districts re- 8. without intervenuion from
come districts less. Ability to ceive more state aid than The next vear. per pupil Lansing.
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¥, Simply authorize Livonid ‘Natignal Bank to buy
you a new Guaranteed Growth Bond each month,
We'll transfer funds from your checking atcount
Once the bonts mature you've
' doubled your money ... also auromatically. :

That means you can buy $25.50 bonds for S12.5Q,
. $50.00 ‘bonds for $25.00, etc. - Other maturity
values inolude $100.00, $500:00, %1,000;00 and

I you nzedJo cash in some of the new bonds, you

~"We'll buy you a BOND every month

can cash them withofit notice on any three month .
anniversary of their issue date, or for ten days
‘thereafter, at §% compounded interest. \

Get your money growing, regularly. Authorize ‘
automatic fund transters for dew Guaranteed

Growth Bonds each month, atany Livonia National

Bankoffice. - . | -
Ot Mon. thur Sat "I { WP

Livonta NATIONAL BANK
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Lapworth of 20826 Pearl, Far-
mington, is serving with the
Second Marine Aircralt Wing,
at the Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion, Cherry Point,
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WATER, WINTER WONDERLAND—Residents on Canfield in eastern Farming-
fon Township say lack of ditches along Canfield often floods their yards. Both Far-
mington Township and Ockland County disclaim responsibility for the ditches. A re-

cent photo shows water

from the ditches spilling onto the road. (Evert photo)



