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Glass Onion

arson case
is a baffler

By Craig Piechura
staff writer

As arson fires go, the one at the
Glass Onion restsurant on June 15,
1981 is a real whodunit.

More than a year has passed since
the blaze but the once-busy restaurant
at 32435 Grand River, west of Power,
remains boarded-up with posters prom-
Ising a reward for arson information
still tacked up outside, curled by rain.

At the time of the fire, Norman Mad-
dison, Farmington fire marshal,
termed the blaze “suspicious” pending
1ab tests by the Michigan State Police
in an arson investigation.

Lab technicians analyzed a quart
container found inside the apparently
uninsured restaurant in a test for
traces of gasoline or apother flamm-
able liquid. Test results were negative,
Maddison said, but he states unequivo-
cally the fire was arson.

“The lab results came back nega-
tive,” Maddison sald, “meaning no
trace of flammable liquid (was found)
in the samples we took from a particn-
lar scene.”

Many fires are determined to be ar-
son, Maddison sald, without actual
physical evidence of a flammable lig-
uid. The way fires burn can provid

Gallant says. The attorney for the two
partners describes the venture as a tax
shelter that went sour.

Gallant and Valentini, in turn, sublet
the business to David A. Sinacola of
Farmington Hills, owner of the now-de-
§:nct David A. Sinacola Enterprises

iC.

FIRE INVESTIGATORS note that
Sinacola’ was sued before the fire by
Gallant and Valentini for. allegedly
failing to make regular payments on a
bank loan and owed rent, city taxes and
water on the property. The lawsuit at-
tempted to have Sinacola removed
from operating. the restaurant and
sought to render a lease purchase
agreement between the two parties
null and void.

The issue was resolved, after the
fire, with Circuit Court Judge Robert
C. Anderson awarding Valentini and
Gallant more than $66,000 to be paid
by David A. Sinacola Enterprises Inc.
The money has never been paid.

Two days before the fire Sinacola
told police two former employees fired
in January 1981 came to the restaurant
threatening retaliation if back wages
weren't paid to them.

1dence of arson. Samples taken in fires
often don't show traces of a flammable
agent because the substance is burned
away by flames or washed away by
water, he says.

“IT’S QUITE apparent a crime was
committed,” Maddison sald last week.
“We know there was an arson fire.
‘There was a break-in. To say so-and-so
did it, no, I can't say that.”

Officers who found the fire on patrol
at 5:19 a.m. discovered the rear door of
the restaurant open. The fire started in
a rear storage room, according to the
fire marshal, where papers, business
records and plastic products were
stored.

“In my opinion, the building was
made to look like it was broken into,”
Maddison sald. “We investigated an ar-
son fire and a breaking-and-entering. I
have no qualms about saying it was an
arson fire.”

Even before the restaurant burned
— causing an estimated $200,000 dam-
age — the Glass Onion was the subject
of a civil lawsuit brought by two busi-
ness partners against the man they
hired to run the restaurant.

In a labyrinthian arrangement, the
landlord who owns the property and
building is the H.C.B. Investment Co. of
Southfield, a partnership comprised of
Harry and Charles Grenadier and at-
torney William Liberson. Raymond
Gallant of Birmingham and Athos
Valentini of Northville leased the
building from H.B.C. as a side business,
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p have been inte
Maddison said, but no firm léads devel-
oped. Sinacola reportedly refused a po-
lice request asking him to take a lie
detector test, which is his right.

The bullding can be renovated and
reopened, according to Gallant. Two
offers to purchase the restaurant fell
through since the fire, he adds.

"WE HATE to see that building just
sitting there boarded-up as much as
anyone else,” Gallant said from his off-
ice in the engineering department at
General Motors Tech Center.

Attempts to sell the huilding are
“close to resolution,” Gallant says, but
he stops short of saying how soon the
building will reopen under new man-
agement.

Further lawsuits continue today over
the insurance company’s claim that
Sinacola cancelled the restaurant’s in-
surance policy two weeks before the
fire.

“We're saying the insurance compa-
ny dide’t have the right to cancel (in-
surance on the restaurant) without ade-
quate notice to the other parties,” says
Richards, attorney for Gallant and
Valentini.

Attempts to reach Sinacola for com-
ment on the proceedings have been un-
successful. Attorneys for two of the
partles involved and the insurance
company say they've had no luck locat-
ing him either.
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The Glass Onion, once a popular eatery on the Grand River circuit,
has stood for more than a year as a burned, boarded hulk.
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More than just a road, Howard has been a quiet country trail for the residents living around it like Rob Benda. Now the road has been
designated as a beauty road and will be preserved as is.

Residenis win 5-year battle

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

A drive Marty Graff of Farming-
ton Hills took down Echo Road in
West Bloomfield Township five
years ago led to the passage last
week of a natural beauty road ordi-
nance by the Farmington Hills City
Council.

Graff, who lives on Howard Road
between Drake and Halsted roads,
considered his wooded scenie street
worthy of the natural beauty road
designation given to Echo Road by
s"lle Oakland County Road Commis-

lon.

“I thought it (obtaining a natural
beauty road designation) for How-
ard Road would be a nlce thing to
do — a preservation method en-
abling part of the city to retain its
rural character as opposed to the
city-type life,” said Graff.

The idea resulted in a 1% year-
long project. Graff discovered in the

process that his was the fourth at-
tempt to officially preserve Howard
Road in its natural state.

“There were three unsuccessful
attempts to have it designated a
natural beauty road because the
state act (under which Echo Road
was given its specification) applies
only to county-controlled roads. It
doesn't apply to city roads.

“The City Council didn't know
how to carry through a designation
with a firm legal definition or ordi-
nance, but gave informal recogni-
tion by resolution.

“T felt it was necessary to do
something that was formal I got
petitions signed and went to the His-
torieal Commission and the Hiils

Score one for beauty road

OF THE 149 miles in Michigan
and 15 miles in Oakland County of
natural beauty roads, only one {the
Howard Road section) lies outside a
township.

“Townships have had a vehicle,
they have had an ordinance. There
are miles and miles of county-con-
trolled natural beauty roads in
townships. We've been precluded
from it by state law,” Graff said.

Councilmembér and former may-
or Donn Wolf says the new ordi-
nance is “not an empty phrase.

“This puts some teeth into the
clty's desire to preserve natural
beauty roads. Some city planners
are not enthused about it, and it
could hinder operations for develop-
ers but this will help keep the rural

asking
them for resolutions of support,”
Graff said.
Graff then submitted his proposal
to City Council, which began draft-
ing an ordinance.

of the city.”

According to the adopted ordi-
nance and guidelines, the designa-
tion is intended to “identify and pro-
tect in a natural . . . condition . . .
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city local roads having unusual or
outstanding natural beauty by vir-
tue of native vegetation or other
natural features.”

A minimum of one-half mile of
residential dirt, gravel or hard-sur-
faced road may be marked by Mich-
igan Department of Transportation
signs as a natural beauty road.

‘The use of herbicides is prohibit-
ed, and mowing is limited to one
five-foot swath on either side of the
road.

‘The special road designation may
be revoked if 51 percent of the prop-
erty owners whose land abuts the
road sign a petition.

In addition, if traffic problems,
unsafe conditions or a change in the
road’s natural characteristics arise,
the City Council will hold a public
hearing. A majority vote by the
council wopld rescind the natural
beauty road designation.

Officials mull sidewalk expansion

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

Although Farmington Hills' sidewalk
improvement program is more than
five years old, officials still are strug-
gling with methods to finance it.

Inroads were made at last week's
City Council meeting, however, with a
proposal presented by Director of Pub-
lic Services Thomas Biasell and the
city manager’s office.

The presentation addressed proposed
sidewalks along the north and south
sides of Twelve Mile Road between Or-
chard Lake and Farmington roads. Bl
asell was advised by the council to pre-

pare a policy in resolution form to be
taken up at its July 12 meeting.

“The idea behind it is to try and as-
sess costs to the people that will use the
walk,” said Biasell, who has drawn up
assessment districts whereby all prop-
erty owners within a square mile would
share in the cost of installing sidewalks
along major mile roads.

“You're going to get a lot more use
out of a commercial site or multiple
base unit than a residential lot. So the
lowest assessable unit would be a sin-
glefamily lot located somewhere in
the middle of the section (square
mile),” he added.

Assessment will be based on a for-
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By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

If Farmington Hills officials can
show broad melghborhood support for
an energy conservation program, the
clty may receive Community Energy
Management state and federal assist-

ance.

‘The funds would be used to take ther-
mograms of eyery street in the clty in
order to pinpolnt where heat loss oc-

curs.
Infrared film 13 used to

mula Biasell is in the midst of prepar-
ing. City officials are estimating the
cost per foot of sidewalk at $15-§17.

INCLUDED IN LAST week's presen-
tation was a “network vs. a piecemeal”
sidewalk concept, which would require
entire square miles of sidewalks (along
major roads) be constructed at a time.

“If a whole section is completed,
then you have a continuous walk sys-
tem all the way around, instead of
mile-long dead-ends,” Biasell said.

At present, Detroit Baptist Manor, a
senior citizen housing complex on Thir-
teen Mile Road, has a sidewalk that ex-
tends only the length of its frontage.
Residents are forced to walk in the

street enroute to stores and businesses
Orchard Lake near Thirteen Mile

Road.

The city is considering using commu-
nity block grant funds recently granted
by the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development to construct the por-
tion of sidewalk that would extend the
Baptist Manor alk to Orchard Lake.

Biasell considers it “an excellent
time” to install sidewalks.

“It's an excellent time to bid any-
thing. We have a depressed situation,
and as a result of that, any contractual
or construction work is very competi-
tive right now. We can take advantage
of excellent bid prices.”
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