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County’s plans for solid waste near approval OK

By Suzie Rollins Singer
statf writer

mandates counties must pass a 20-year plan for
their garbage disposal. The deadline for plans
o be il

By Aug.;3, Oakland County should have a
complete solid waste plan outlining proposed
rubbish incineration and landfill sites for the
Dext 20 years.

‘That's the day the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners is expected to adopt the plan
that's been'on the drafting table for four years.
A}(_er it's official, it will be sent to Oakland's 61
:;ha, townships and villages for final approv-

It must be adopted by two-thirds of the local

governing bodies, although all municipalites
will participate in the plan once accepted.
. “After it's adopted, the next step will be sign-
ing contracts with the individual commuhities.
There's no way to escape it, because if we don’t
adopt our plan, the state will draft its own,”
said George Schutte said, the county supervisor
of solid waste.

In 1975, the state legislature adopted Public
Act 641 which became effective last Dec. 31. It

to the state is this month —
although' Schutte said the deadline can be
stretched through August.

!
A SOLID waste consultant hired by the coun-
ty has worked with a volunteer solid waste
committe, comprised of field experts, to design
the plan. Throughout the drafting period it has
been reviewed by community representatives
and disposal companies. .

The plan calls for ‘developing four landfills -

during the next 20 years, one of which is pres-
ently under construction in Lyon Township.
Four energy recovery facilities (where garbage
is burned and turned into steam to heat adja-
cent buildings) and two transfer station sites
will also be constructed.

The other three landfills are proposed for
Holly, Orion Township and Pontiac Township.
All four will be privately owned.

To be sure the landfills are sanitary, county
ordinances require that six inches of soil be

placed on top of each rubbish deposit. The sant-
tary landfills will also be equipped with special
pipes that collect the leachate draining from
the buried refuse and carry it to sealed collec-
tion tanks, he explained.

“It really works best to have private industry
run the landfills and have them lease them to
us. Private industry also has more tax advan-
tages than the county,” Schutte said.

‘THE PLAN calls for only one landfill in each
of the four communities, a citizens information
commitee to serve as a forum. for reviewing
issues related to the landfill and royalites
(amounts still unknown) to be paid to host com-
munities.

There will also be transfer stations through-
out the county, in light industrial areas, where
small garbage trucks that collect rubbish from
the curbsides at homes and businesses will
transfer the waste to larger semi-trucks, that

‘With all the rules and pm‘v‘isions, people are
still upset when they learn a landfill will be
in their area,

“It's difficult to capture every scrap generat-
ed and there must be 900 tons a day put into a
ible unit. There are certain time of the

“Nothing can assure people who live close to
a landfill that it won't smell and that the cost
won't be prohibitive, The public has told us they
want us to minimize the use of landfills, which

year that more waste comes through, like
spring and summer when people are working on
their lawns and other times when it's way
down. We'd need a large constant flow, which

we have done by planning stations,”
he added.

INCINERATOR stations, also known as ener-
gy recovery stations, are presently operating in
Pontiac and in the southeast part of the county,
burning garbage from those communities.

The combustors transform the solid waste to
steam energy. Under the 20-year-plan, one such
facility is proposed for Rochester, next to the
Parke-Davis plant, one next to the Ford Motor
Plant in Wixom and one in the Oakland County
Service Center.

‘“We looked for sites where industry could use

will haul it to landfills or i stations.

After the Jandfill is filled to capacity (5 to 10
years), a golf course or park can be built over
it.

the steam " b )t

Although residents may favor buraing 100
percent of the county’s solid waste, is just isn't
feasible, Schutte explained.

Parents want their kids:
to learn about computers,
county phone survey says

Computers are going to play a major
role in people’s lives during the 1980s
and Oakland County parents apparent-
1y want their children to learn about
the advanced technology in school.

According to a survey of 384 Oak-
land County adults, 89 percent of those
questioned said public schools should
help students learn about computers.

The telephone survey was conducted
by Project Outreach, a service of the
Michigan State Board of Education.
Ingham County Intermediate School
District administered the project; the
survey is condueted only when districts
ask for the service.

“We present the results to the public
“through the local school district. The
data is also available to the State
Board of Education,” said Philip Bab-
cock, evaluation specialist with the
Ingham County Intermediate School
District.

THE 23-MINUTE survey included
questions about school performances,
financial coneerns, citizen involvement
and school closings. Persons were in-
terviewed March 22-25 and 28 and 29.

Overall, persons surveyed rated
finances as the biggest problem facing
schools in Michigan.

Even though financial burdens are
plaguing the schools, 44 percent of
those questioned said the quality of the
local school distriets has.stayed the
same, while 11 percent said they are
getting better. Twenty-four percent
said they were getting worse.

But parents agreed that if it comes
between cutting programs and closing
schools to keep the education level
high, they favored closing schools. The
survey indicated that 77 percent sup-
ported school closing where declining
enroliment occurs.

When discussing education, 44 per-
cent said enough emphasis is placed on
vocational and technical education pro-

. The basie education program
has enough emphasis; said 50 percent
of the respondents but 44 percent said
there Is not enough attention paid to in-
dividual needs.

The one question that garnered the
most support asked about citizen in-

volvement. Of those surveyed, 77 per- -

cent said people should be more in-
volved in the public schools.

“I think the survey is quite repre-
sentative of people’s feeings,” Babeock
said.

AFTER-INVENTORY

. OF IN—STOCK SHOES

$15%

most men’s shoes
5%
-~
$ off
most children's shoes
AT ALL FOUR STORES

Plus special close-out merchandise
marked down 30% to over 50%

HACK
SHOES

Since 1916

Famous for Fit, Service,
Quality & Comfort .

00

$10=

most women'’s shoes

20901 Kelly
EAST DETROIT

235 Pierce Street
BIRMINGHAM

22065 Michigan Ave.
DEARBORN

19360 Livernois
DETROIT

we can't " he said.

Oakland County reslidents generate eight mil-
lion pounds of solid waste 2 day. In 3% weeks,
it is enough to fill the Silverdome to the roof.

As the plan nears approval stages, the fee
system is still being debated, Schutte said.

It appears each municipality will be charged
a flat rate and it will be passed on to the resi-
dents through an already-collected millage tax.

Schutte noted that township residents will
most likely save money on the whole deal, be-
cause they are presently required to contract
for their waste collection.

“The new system might force townships to
organize and have one collector for the area,
not several, like they presently have,” he added.
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NOW IN PROGRESS...

Our Great Summer Sale...everything you've ever wanted...fine
traditional furniture and accessories for every room in your
home, priced at a fraction of what you’d expect! Our services
are grand: Free Interior Design Service, Free Delivery,
Convenient Terms (plus 6% for cash on qualifying orders),
AND SALE PRICES ON CUSTOM ORDERS, TOO! Oniy then
can you appreciate all the values throughout our
galleries...America's finest traditional furniture: Henredon,
Ethan Allen, Hickory, Century, Statton, Harden and many

American Express=Mastercard
Wiggs Charges Visa

elegraph at Long Lake Road (18-Mile)
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open Mon,, Thurs., Fri. il 9 Bloomfield Hills » 644-7370
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—_2yearsfortheprice
— —of thefirstyearalone

. Vic Tanny, the_world’s_largest.health_club_chain,.is.celebrating.46...
years of experience in getting people in great shape. Take advantage
- —eof-our-Anniversary-Special:-when-you-join-now; you can-
get two years of regular membership for the price
There's riever been'a
___better time to save...or a better club_to join!. ..




