Mahler’s music triumphs over rogh performance

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

Meadow Brook Music Festival audi-
ences were treated to yet another pro-
gram with awesome musical content.

People came in droves to see Maes-
tro Gary Bertini, music advisor of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, on the
podium. Another attraction was Rus-
sian-born pianist Oxana Y

“Egmont” Overture. In spite of the
popularity of the piece, the music
wasn't taken for granted, It left a pro-
found effect on the audience.

Liszt’s First Piano Concerto is
known primarily as a piece of technical
virtuosity and showmanship, and its
music subtlety is frequently over-
looked. This time, however, the music
did shine through due to the superb
skill and icianship of ¥

who gave a superb performance of
Liszt's Piano Concerto No. 1.

The program opened with a fine, in-
spiring performance of Beethoven's

HAVING TREMENDOUS technical
ability, she conquered the difficult pas-
sages with relative ease, leaving suffi-
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cient room for the music itself. Her
ability to shape phrases in pianissimo
was most impressive. On the other
hand, her playing was vigorous and
forceful when needed. Her style rem-
inds me very much of the late Gina Ba-
chauer.

The orchestral support was ade-
quate, except for the final passages.
While these are, ‘admittedly, supposed
to be in loud fortissimo, some restraint
on the part of the orchestra is essential,
if the piano is to have a chance.

Yablonskaya played a sonata by
Scarlatti as an encore. The apparently
simple piece sounded rich and pro-
found, .
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Mahler marked this move-

This con-
clusively that Mahler's music can tri-
muph over human fallibility. Following
a satisfying, well-shaped first move-

on
the program was Mahler’s Symphony
No. 1, which comprised the entire sec-
ond half of the program. Bertini con-
ducted two of Mahler's symphonies
during the past regular season with im-
pressive results. This makes him, in the
minds of many listeners, an authority
on Mahler.

Enjoy art-fair interlude

Work by several area artists is fea-
tured in special exhibitions in Ann Ar-
bor and can be seen by those visiting
the Ann Arbor Art Fair through Satur-
day.

1 combined show of paintings by
Margaret Kelleher and sculpture by
Reba Pintzuk is at the Commons Gal-
lery, 2101 Bonisteel, through Saturday.

An exhibit of large space-age paint-
ings by Mary Beard Detroit, “Some

Where in Time,” is on display at
Slusser Gallery, 2000 Bonisteel Blvd.
through the month.

About 400,000 visitors are expected
for the four-day juried fair in Ann Ar-
bor, complete with craft demonstra-
tions, entertainment and food. It is on
South and East University avenues, 8
am. to 9 p.m. Thursday-Friday and un-
til 5 p.m. Saturday.
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ment “Stuermisch Bewegt,” roughly
meaning “with stormy motion.”

With the slow tempo chosen, motion
was kept to a minimum, and some of

In the second, waltz-lik
there was some lack of unified sound,
and the merging of the orchestra sec-
tions wasn't quite right.

In the third, slow movement, there
was a orchestral mishap, which may be
excusable due to the complex score,
but the worst was yet to come.

The least satisfying part of the per-
formance was the fourth and final

the magnificant stormy passages were
squelched.

The movement opens with a crashing

lissonance, a device that isn’t Mahler's

original invention. Beethoven used it in
the final movement of his ninth sym-
phony. Given the complete pattern, the
structure makes perfect sense.

‘The raving and thunderous applause,
however, was convincing proof that
Mahler's music isn't easily defeated.
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