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Did Oakland U board break law?

Open Meetings suit threatens Headlee

By Suzie Rollins Slngnr
staff writer

The case -of the Michigan attorney general
against the Oakland University Board of Trustees
will be heard by Oakland Circuit Judge Alice Gil-
bert at 1:30 p.m. July 28, just two weeks before the
primary election.

The question: Did OU trustees violate the state's
Open Meetings Act when selecting its presndent Jo-
seph Champagne?

The political significance: Richard Headlee,
chairman of the OU board, is seeking the Republ
can gubernatorial nomination Aug. 10.

ATTORNEY General Frank Kelley, who filed
suit against the trustees Nov. 7, 1950 charges their

Richard Headlee is
one of eight
Oakland Universit ty
trustees being sued
by the attorney
general for
allegedly violating
the state open
meetings act.

action of individuals or groups of less than a
quorum of members of a public body. It only regu-
Iates meetings consisting of a quorum.”

Assistant Attorney General Deborah Devine,
however, argués that the group deliberately cir-
cumvented the law by breaking into small commit-
tees, each less than a quorum, and meeting simulta-
neously in the same building to conduct interviews
with presidential candidates on Oct. 17 and 18,
1980.

“The defendants, with the advice of their counsel,
subdivided into two groups of less than a quorum to
conduct interviews to avoid the requirements of the
Open Meetings Act,” her brief said.

A spukesman for Kelley said that while many
about violation of the Open Meetings

closed-door interviews of
violated the Open Meetings Act.
The hearing has been pustponed several times.
The attorney general is seeking $500 in civil
* damages from each of OU’s eight trustees. While
' there are both Democrats and Republicans on the
' board, the most politically potent name is
Headlee's.
Headlee was appointed to the board by Gov. Mil-
liken. After Headlee delivered blistering criticism
' of his policies, the governor said aloud he was sorry

Act come to the attorney general’s office, the com-
plaint from OU was selected because it is a state-
wide institution and because the OU board’s viola-
tions have been flagrant.

THE TRUSTEES’ attorney, James Howlett, of
Bloomfield Hills, maintains that because the trus-
tees met in small groups of less than a quorum,
they were not bound by the Open Meetings Act.

In briefs submitted to Judge Gilbert, Howlett
said, “The Open'Meetings Act does not regulate the

‘COURT DOCUMENTS state that on Dec. §, 1980,
six members met in a closed session to discuss the
final selection of president. Three days later, a pub-
lic vote was taken, with the same six members who
attended the closed session voting to hire Cham-
pagne.

‘The Open Meetings Act, Kelley maintains, says
public bodies must hold interviews with candidates
for public office in an open meeting.

Howelett arges that all of the candidates for the
university presidency requested confidentiality.

But Devine’s brief countered: “We're talking
about a $70,000-a-year public office and the public
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he had ever appomted Headlee to the post.
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THANK YOU for the
u‘emendous response to Frances
Hook’s first Michigan visit!

We still have a few lithographs,
figurines and plates that Mrs. Hook
has graciously signed for yoi.
Priced from $25.00 and up

16307 Middlebelt o Livoaia

Hleseen 8 6 Mile)
261-5220

Mon. Tues. Fed., Sat 10
oo T o, CLOSED SUN. 1N JULY 8 AUG._ %

(

“Tommy, the Clown”

New Limited Edition
Figurines

12:00-

"Chlmnéy Sweep"

"D;ualng Up”
Complete collection of McCelland figurines in stock.,.

'Meet the Artist
' John McCelland

Voted
“Artist of the Year”

for Two Consecutive Years

In a Very
Special
Personal
- Appeararnce

Saturday, July 24

Mr. McCelland
» -'will be happy

interest is strong.”
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29092 Van Dyke
Warren - Michigan 48093
(313) 573-4542
Located in Tech Plaza at 12 Mils
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Genetics
group

to meet
Aug. 7

The Osteogenc:sis Imperfecta Foundation will
host a group me:ting Aug. 7 at Henry Ford Hospi-
tal, Detroit.

‘The foundatiors’s purpose is to dispense informa-
tion to OI patierits, their families and members o'f
the medical prof ession.

Ol is a geneti ¢ defect with numerous variations.
The most comimon characteristic is fragility of
bone, mmmunly refered to as "brittle bones.”

Other signs include loose joints, swe:ating, poor
teeth, deafness, short stature and — often ti mes—
blue sclera.

Registration for the program begins at & am. in
the Buerki Aud itorium, first floor Clinic : Building of
the hospital at {2799 W. Grand Bivd.

Dr. Neil Marcus, orthopaedist; Tir. Robert
Norum, genetiicist and Dr. Michael Kleerekoper,
bone and min-eral metabolism specia list will lead
discussions.

Lunch will ‘be served, and there wi' il be films and
2 panel discus sion.
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BIRMINGHAM’S SUPER SIDEWALK SALE

IGHT ON
THE TOWN

A fun-filled evening for every member of the
family! Meet the merchants. Discover the

sidewalk sales. Sample fine foods while strolling

the sidewalk cafes. Enjoy music, magic and
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Note: n a few instances, location is temporary and for this event only.
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mime. Celebrate Summer & nd see Birmingham

at its best! Mark the date - July 23 - on your

calendar. Don' t miss this Fiabulous Friday in

Downtown Birmingham. Fr.ee Parking.
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