Editor sets pace
for the Enterprise

It was Nov. 2, 1888. A proud Edgar
Bloomer sat back in his desk chair and
looked at the first edition of the Farming-
ton Enterprise.

He skimmed the pages and looked at ar-
ticles and advertisements, It had been a
struggle, but the first edition was out.

It has been nearly 92 years since Farm-
ington's own paper hit the streets, Since
then, it has chronicled the history of a
proud community.

Sitting in front of an electric typewriter
or computer terminal, surrounded by
20th-century technology, the modern jour-
nalist wonders how Bloomer would feel
about today’s newspaper.

Although the name has changed and the
format has been reworked to meet the
needs of contemporary readers, the Farm-
ington Observer is proud to trace its
lineage to the Enterprise.

AS a matter of fact, the Enterprise
name had such an impact that many per-
sons today still refer to the Observer as
the Enterprise.

Bloomer was 33 at the time he rushed
his first edition off the press and onto the
streets, He remained with the paper until
1898, when he moved to Sparta and con-

solidated the Sentinel and Leader newspa-"

pers. He died in 1909.

But Bloomer began a tradition of com-
munity journalism which still exists to-
day. He belleved in publishing a newspa-
per that would serve the interests of the
Farmington area.

Much of what he wrote in that first edi-
tion is pertinent today.

“It is fair to judge of the intelligence of
a community by the character of the pa-
per it supports. . . What we wish then is
that each one, when anything new or inter-
esting comes to his knowledge, should re-
port it to the editor. We will seek to make
this paper a permanent journal of prog-
rm"l

A blank space reserved for an ad-
vertisement by Fred Warner was ex-
plained when Bloomer said Warner was
too busy to make up the copy.
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The mind wanders, Was Warner even
then out campaigning? His political ef-
forts eventually took him to the gover-
nor’s chair in Lansing.

He was the only Farmington resident
ever to achleve such high political office.
His large, white home stiil stands on
Grand River west of Farmington Road as
a tribute to his legaey.

The state has placed a historical mark-
er in front of the home to remind restdents
of Warner's duty.

Politics, indeed, was a topic of the day,
as revealed in another short article,

“The Farmington Democratic Club,
headed by the Redford Band, attended the
great Democratic meeting at Pontiac,” it

reads.
Obviously, objectivity wasn’t what it
could have been.

For those who wanted to spend time ina

more leisurely fashion, they could particl-
pate in a singing . convention at Bell
Branch, which was being conducted by

C.H. Smith. A concert would wrap up the

event.

It also revealed that William Maiden
gold his 109-acre farm in Southfield to
Carl Rostow for $4,000,

Although the world ran at a different
pace, tragedy was still part of the scene.

Anne Dewaters found the world stiva-
tion to be untenable enough to put a .38
caliber revolver to her chest and pull the

_trigger. At press time, she was in critical

condition.
W.R. Anderson broke his neck while
pitching cornstalks, and James Clark,

“while maddened by drink,” cut his.

mother’s throat. It took two officers to ar-
rest him.

At the beginning of the century, Walter
Ricards took over as Enterprise editor.
But the competition was stiff. He explains
in his own words:

“It ended for men when I broke down
from overwork and was so sick that I had
to throw in-the towel and call in my com-
petitor to buy the Enterprise at his own
price.”
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office, which where Jerry’s Bookstore now stands on Farmington
Road, just south of the Baskin Robbins ice-cream store.
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Monday, July 26, 1982 Farmingtom Founders =

As a founders
Gift To You,

Aabinaly

Is Offering 20% Off

Almost Everything In The Store.

3 Days Only - Thurs., Fri_, Sat. :
July 29, 30, 31

Farmington Plaza

31596 Grand River, ¥ Blk. W. of Orchard Lake

47 4-9225 wehonor Visa, MasterCard, Personal Checks

THIS WEEK ONLY
12’ x 14’ Screened in Porch

$2 888 o0
concrete & of Roo%iné
glass extra “' & Labor

$69000

THIS WEEK ONLY - .
"VILLAGE CRAFT BUILEERS *LIVONI

-

464-3113 After 7 pm:$91-1117

N7 . -
0 Samsonite’
.y FURNITURE

4 DAY: hurs., - ~IEri. - Sai. - Sun.

Sidewalk Sale

* 50%

off our entire selection of
outdoor furniture, patio
accessories & casual furniture

Limited
Quantities
Cash & Carry

CASUAL CONTEMPORARY AND PATIO FURNISHINGS

33021 Grand River, Farmington (2 biks east of Farmington Road) » 478-8550
Monday, Thureday, Friday 10-9 « Daily 10-5
Master Charge and Visa pted or usa our fi
./

program




