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Trying to calculate dollar
worth for human life is
a disquieting experience

One family has already filed suit for
$70 miltion in the death of their two
daughters and three grandchildren in
the recent air crash at New Orleans.
‘There are reports that other suits wilt
be filed, and the total indemnification
sought will total billions of dollars.

Several days before that tragic air
crash, lawyers for Brandel Farms of
Michigan were arguing before a feder-
al court that migrant workers are not
employees but independent contrac-
tors, and thus exempt from employee
coverage under the Social Security tax
provisions. Independent contractor sta-
tus would also exempt employers from
meeting child labor provistons of the
Fair Labor Standards Act.

What s the worth of human life? It is
worth the millions of dollars that one
family has calculated? Or are the hun-
dreds of dollars Brandel Farms want to
save on Social Security taxes and work-
ing conditions a more realistic esti-
mate for worth?

TRYING TO CALCULATE dollar
worth for human life is a disquieting
experience. What are the criteria used
for computations? Is it the potential
never realized? The estimate of value
already received? I it basad on the re-
lationship of lave or the productivity of
an economic unit?

Many will agree with baving the
courts decide. The measured argu-
ments of defense and plantiff lawyers
and the counseled wisdom of judge

and/or jury are ususally regarded as
the most reliable source of judgement
in this matter. The process of the judi-
cial system is an additional promise of
integrity.

Part of our uniqueness as a country
is the moral quality we ascribe to legal
decisions. There is a willingness to ac-
cept its judgment abont our puhnc life.
Part of our present dilemma is our fail-
ure to ascribe kuman worth without the
legal coercion. We are more familiar
with equations of cost and profits.
Whatever costs less and increases prof-
it 1s more instructive to the value of
‘human life than a general principle of
morality.

WE HAVE BEEN fairly successful
as a nation in harnessing the motive of
self-interest to the common good. We
know a great deal about shaping
human values. But we have a long way
to go. Preaching from America's pul-
pits regarding social mpanslbmty and
the high worth of human life is not as
effective as lawsuits involving massive
amounts of money. Money is still the
single most important item in estab-
lishing our practices of life.

Defects abound- in our commonly
used process for redress. As long as the
incentive for the commen good is
tracked along for a course m
by money, there will be abuses abun-
dant. Making money or saving money
will have to be given the regard that
rises above dollars and cents.

w Farrell

gerontology
% A. Jolayne

Vision changes associated
with stroke are a sudden
fading or loss of vision

Dear Jo:

My husband (age 67) has been having
some problems with double vision late-
ly. He refuses to see a doctor; be says
he just needs to bave his glasses
changed.

T am worried about him because his
sister bas had a stroke and this condi-
tlon runs in his family. He doesn’t have
any otber problems at his time. Per-

I am concerned for no reason. Is
double vision at his age a sign of a
stroke?

Alma C.

Double vision in a man of your hus-
band's age and with a family history of
stroke could quite likely be a sign of a
stroke. Most people do not connect
changes in vision with stroke, Other vi-
sion changes associated with stroke are
a‘sudden fading or loss of vision in one
or both eyes.

I would suggest that your husband
see a doctor at once.

Other signs of stroke are:

® Weakness: A sudden weakness or
numbness in the face, leg or arm.

® Speech: Temporary difficulty
with, or loss of speech. Also, trouble in
understanding others.

® Headaches: Any change in pattern
of headaches.

T S

® Balance: Dizzy spells, mmd&-'

ness.

® Personality: Recent personality
changes or decrease in mental ability.

A stroke occurs when an artery car-
rying blood to the brain plugs or bursts,
causing serious brain problems.
Strokes can occur at any age, but espe-
cially in those over 50.

Dear Jo:

1 read your column an the psycho-
soctal acitivities of older people and
felt much relief. You sald that some

people are very active (activity theory)
and other are quite happy to sit back
and enjoy (disengagement theory).

1 bappen to be one of those who, at
age 71, Is sitting back and enjoying life.
1 have a sister who is just two years
younger than I am, who is so active
that when her letters arrive, I get tired
jost reading about all that ske s doing.
Her latest endeavor i3 a course in anto
‘mechanics at her local commaunity col-
lege.

egl am more interested in a hot cup of

tea, some good conumﬂon and to use
an old expression I can still “sew a fine
seam.”

are doing just fine too. .
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door prizes, awards, an auction, cash
bar and hors d'ceuvres will be held at 7
p.m. Saturday at the David Belisle Post
1008 of the VFW, 1690 Airport, Ponti-
ac, to benefit the Southeastern Michi~
gan chapter of the United Scleroderma
Foundation.

Tickets, at $5 per person, may be re-
served by calling the foundation office
at 334-9860, or president Sarah Leist at
873-8606.

Donatlons are tax deductible. Come-
dian Dick Smothers is national spokes-
man for the foundation.




