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19th District

GRAND 'RAPIDS -- Avotding
the pitfalls of party disunity
sometimes only by an eyelash
19{h District Democrats meet-
Ing here for the Democratic
state convention galned 2 mea-
Sure” of wiity lacking In. the
didtrict for a number of years.

Although the strains beneath
the surface were vistble, part-
lealarly in the continuing dis-

e between® Livenia’s Ron
Mardiros and the district lead-
#rship, t yotes held in the
district’s caucus weré decided
by falrly wide margins,

The only exceptlon came in
swdhe 66-55 vote which elected
Charles Deamud of Redford se-
cretary of the delegation over
a strong challenge from Livon-
1a’s Frank Blackford, supported
by the Mardiros forces,

A1do Vagnozziof Farmington,

present 18th district chalrman,
was elected chairman of the
delegation, defeating Blackford
by & wide margin, -

Co vice-chpirmen were
elected n 2 unity mqve, Marie
Miller of Livonia, in effect an
establishment candldate, and
Jim Davis of Pontlac, nomin-
‘ated by the Mardiros forces.

.. os

WILLIS BREWER, of Sylvan
Lake, regarded as the father of
19th District ‘Democrats, was
picked to be district Prestd-
“ential Elector over the chal-
lepge of Father, James Meyer
of Waterford, tresh from his
arrest durlnl 2 demonstration
1In Chicago at, sz national con-
vention.

On recummendmm from
. Vagnozzi, the caucus selected,
Otish- Lawrence of Pontiac to

|
!
1

serve on the credenunls com-=

Puts Toge

and they wanted .tofd

caucus, during which the lead-
this custom, a sort of TWrlt-

mittee, B1ll of
Farmington as 2'member ofthe
resolutions commutee, and
Blackford for thg committee on
rules and permanent organiza-
tion. Observers regarded this -
slate as anothér. unity pick
The key maves in the ses-
slon, hwcver,mokp‘uebemre
the lnrmn! caucus opened, Spe-
culation had been that the con-
vention would be a real test
of strength between district
leadership and: the Mardiros
forces, augmented by the pre-~
cinct delegates i elected in the
August primary and who sup-
ported Senator MﬁClrlh)"v
campaign for the presidehtial
nomination. t
.
CCORDING O Vagnoza!, a~
ting was M}d prior to the

ership repre-
sentation for the dissidents
after the election of chairman.
«The Mardires group wanted
the chairmanship, but they
didat have' the votes,” Vag-
ozzi sald. !
] told them 1 was golng to
. run, whether or not they wanted
to put up someone agalnst me. -
But 1 sald that once the vote
was over, we could talk about
representation for them in other
spots in the delegation,”” N
Mardiros argued that it had
been the custom of the19thDis-
trict to alternate chairmen be-
tween Wayne and Oakland Coun-
ties, and that this custom die-
tated that Vagnozzi, from Oak-
land County, should step down
in favor of a2 Wayne delegate,
“We met before the caucus,

ten rule, They said If WK woind
buy Vagnozzi, they wolfd: give
us some. slots, We gouldn’t
buy that, so we-put u

man Jerry Raymond mzr\
Jullan of Farmingtoni: -ad two

all groups In the rems
ficers,

“We have strong m
in this delegation,”’
sald, "and we want toy
representation for all.

Mardiros declined (d Eelect
his representatives, %na Sthe

Canfield Labels §
Fight Meaningles

.caucus agreed t

continue
s process,
bvious that
all he could
ed represen-
unity to the

voting. During
however, 1t was
Vagnozzi was doln|
to keep a balanc
tation and brin
district,

After the caucy
declined to commy
sults, except to
didn’t-want to say a
would disturd the
out at the caucus,

OBSERVERS N
i9th District is
separate issues:
®Wayne County delegates ver-
sus Oakland County, with the
Oakland end of thé district hav-
ing a 20-vote mafority, leading
some Wayne County delegates
to feet that the [northernlend
of the- district is too po,x‘,er-
ful:

s, Mardiros
at on the re-
say that he
aything which
unity worked

TED that the
orn by three

GRAND RAPIDS --l\nchlgﬁn
Democrnls killed: off the unit
rule_in the state convention in
a row attacked by Dearborn
Helghts Mayor John L, Can-
- fleld as meaningless, .

Canfleld, chairman of the I5th
district which includes West-
land and Garden City, said:

«I'm madder than hell, I
couldn’t care less about the Is-
sue, It's useless lo fight, We
could be here 1‘nr three weeks
on a thing already settled at
the national level."

Canffeld dellyered his votes, |
133 to 0 from the-15th dIslﬂc!
as the state convention passed
a motfon to kil} the unit rule,
2,031'1/2 to 273 1/2.

.

ALDO VAGNOZZI, 19th District chairman,
. takes a poll of his deleganon on the floor of the
%, Democratic State Convention in Grang: Rapids.

2nd District
'Dems Condemn

‘&

B

EARLIER, qANFIELD ‘told

his caucus the unit rule issue

had been decided in Chicago,

applying 1t only on the national
d

level In 1972 and requiring na-
tional delegates to be elected
in-the same year they served.

The roll-call vote did tack

(ﬂme onto the conventionsched-
ule, Other procedural wrangles
brought more votes and showed
the state party to be in a fight-
ing mood.

Anti-war demonstrators
brought a roar trom the de-
legates as they paraded-down a
side alsie and toward the front
of the hall, carrying signs read-
ing: “McCarthy Lives™ and
*“No More Vietnam,"

Upon a shouted motion from
the floor, Chalrman Kenneth
Hylton ordered the sergeant at
arms- to remove the demon-
strators, They gathered around
the area of the ISth District,

«These people are disrup- of Sylvan Lake for yiba 1sth; .
ting the work of the 15th dis- and Mrs, Furman n, of
trict on the ficor,” Canfield Lenawec County, “N’e o % zna. O m

shouted, I want themy?
from the hall.'™
THE DEMONSTI

cony to a roaring
cheers and boos, wh

the latest symbol d dis-
senters, ~ gné

In another fncident,
of State James M,
booed as he was Intr
first time in- the ory of
veteran observers thap & stdfte
official has -been an;clﬁa ina

at last weekend's A
Rapids, Lnd here give
- ful Gar)J Frink.

Bla¢kfol

state conventfon,

Presidential electfif\trom
this area will be Rejn’iincent
3. Petlipren, of We.uid for
the 15th district; WiiFg Brewer

Chicago

Police

Second C. Dis-
trict delegates tothe State Dem-
ocratic convention aplit on key
issues over the weekend.

A i con-

Thy heard"

for thevarlous offices speaj,
then sire about toadjourn when *
a youth asked to make'an an

demning the Chicago police de-
partment passed in the 2nd
District delegation, 74-32 but 2
simflar, one_criticlziyg Mayor
Nlchard‘.’ Daley and the con-
duct of the convention ftseM
fatled by slim 54-52 vote In
the district, The total conven-
tion passed the first, dumped
the second.

The 2nd, which includes Ply-
mouth and all of Washtenaw,
Lenawee, Monroe and Living-
ston counties, met In caucus
at 7:30 p.m. Friday night and
over the loud objections of some
McCarthy delegates nominated
Raymond C, Kehres, state rep-
resentative from the city of
Monroe, as chalrman of the
delegation for the duration of the
conventtan, .

IRVING ROZIAN, of Plym-
outh, was named to the resolu-
tions committee, Other offices
went to representatives from
the other’ comnttes, following

« s

2 long standing informalagree-

ment among the county chatr-
men,

Congresslnnal candidate
Weston Vivian appeared briefly
before the group, then returned
home for campaign work,

about 2 pe:

onstratton the next day.

Chairman Kehres first allow-
ed him to speak, but then turn-
ed him down when a delegate
challenged the youtt’s right to

‘speak. The unidentifted young
man was not a delegate andwas

not allowed to speak, angering .

some pro McCarthy delegate:
PR

SATURDAY the delegation
gradually thinned out as the dly
dragged on.

Mgst ware on hand to volce
vote on the Michigan.Vietnam
resolution, which adopted the
minority report from the na-
tional convention to eppease the
Doves,"”

It was impossible to tell th
the 2nd District delegation vo-
ted, but it was clear they did
split, as they did on the antl-
Chteago police resolution, '

Plymouth delegates to the
conventisn  Included  party
chalrman Robert Dwyer, who
left Chicago and arrived .ln
Grand Raplds jyst, in time for
the Friday night catcus; Mr,
and Mrs. Arthur Shepard, Ef-
vin Nichals, Mr, and Mrs. Ir- ¢
vlng Rozian, Orville Tungate,
Doug Johnson, Mr, and Mrs,
Don Bidwell and Thomas Healy.

Bar Soviets From

Olympics-

Rep. Jack Mchnald R-19th

ternational Olympic Comsmittee
iserjously consider* expulsion
ol the Soviet Unlon bécause of
71y mmxun of Czechoslovakia,

AN
The naked sggression com-
Br..pitted by Russia egainst Czech-
oslovakla makes Russian par-
ticlpation in the Olymples Im-

M’Donald

1s still barred -- and SQuth
\Atrica hasn't invaged anyhody,n

satd,

Stted st e time bhat
political cehsiderations should
pot play a part in athletles,
but that i action were taken
against ome country because
of fts politics, the same rule
should apply to others,” Mc.

Donald sald,

. Ford i Thinks HHH Strong

Candidate

GRAND RAPIDS -- Rep.\Vu. .

liam B, Ford sald Democrats
can still rise and shine In
1968 despite the violence ‘‘that
threw a dismal pall aver the
convention in Chicago."

Ford, congressman from the
15th msmct,‘sud the party
15 united and ready to fight Re-
publicans after the national con-
vention,

Ho sald the acceptance speech
by Vice President Hubert
Humphrey was lh; high point
of the politicking/tn Chicags
and took the play away from
the rioting nine blocks away
downtown,

“He (Humphreyh did more
than anybody thought could be
done to give us hope there will
be a zood deal of change in
natlonal policy with him in the
White House,” Ford said. ;

‘e e

© “AND HE SPELLED out a

different approach to our ma-

tional problems without really

repudlx!lng the President, He

the policies of the present

. don'l necessarlly dictate the
policies of The future,"

Ford sald - Democrats are

" closing ranksbehind Humphrey,
They disagreed, he said, oo
candidates and favored Senator
Eugene F. McCarthy's approach
to Vietnam,

“But now -- despite some
‘black srmbands and the Mc-
Carthy buttons on “lapets. --
the party agrees that Humphrey
will make a good president.”

Ford sald Humphrey ‘7aid
a good base" In the natlonal
convention for ‘becoming his
own man,” for 4 willingness
to change with the changing
moods of the natlon.

» s s

AS HE SPOKE, Senator Fhilip
A, Hart was stating many of
the same things to the sme
convention,

- +1 feel more delight thandis-
may,” he said, ‘We have dis-

unity, but we keep it within the” .

Democratte party.”
Ford, . seeking re-election

= A

Looks To Unity

er, of Ogkland County -- but in the convention syskem '
aside from cuts and bruises  said, “We have trou tod”

and ond broken arm, there were now

few mafor Injuries, matory issues, mafhly Viet-
FORD SAID he doubts that nam.'

any changes wiil be made In In contrast to

he said, Republicans
givings about ‘IR
Nixon,”” his approagh
mestic as well as for,}

the manner in-which the Dem-
ocrats conduct national con-
ventions as the result of the
Chicago eplsode:

1 don’t see anything wrong

'
)
i

t

“fraternity. 1 th

1
By DON HOENSHELE*

GRAND RAPIDS --Insurance
man Frank Blafkford willjre-
turn to the political war€¥ith
a campalgn’to jnseat At iney
Jerry Raymond of Livonfd as
chairman of the Demogimtic
Wayne-19th Congressiona
trict,

i

He sald the rganlzzuuﬁ’has
been “run like a fratefnity,
a closed club,

Blackford wijl parlay[Z;12-

year career in the rougésand
tumble of statel politics and a
ferror which made him a con-
troversial figute in theistate
party in his figit for conal of
the Wayne-lsth, &

He safd he Mill wait “intll
after the Nov, 5[election though
he laid the grondwork in the
Democratic  Stite Ccn\ﬁllan
here last weekebd,

Blackford, 4B-year-old pri-
vate consultant, for Insurance
companies, hag lived at 34443
Grove Dr., Liyonia, forjthreel
years but has peen inactive in
district politicg until this year.
‘1 went to Ihe spring dis-
trict  conventfon,” he said
“They (Raymond) san itlike a|
ught 1 was at-
iblican convens|

tending a Repp
tion,

«“1 was incen|
met Ron Mard
1 went to his
for a petition
cinct delegate.
here."

ed, I had never|
ros before, bul

o rin for pre-|
1 did and I'mj

.
MARDIROS,
vonia chalrmar
retary of Stat
‘ger, emerged a5 a pro-McCar~
thy spokesman in thé distric
and was the primary election
Toser to Gary Krink in the race
for the D F:
tor Congress,
“Mardiros
under the sadd|
people,” Blac
at least he wi

harg,”
Raymond he:
at the state can
clining a réw,
‘trict delegatia
larger foom
chance that the|
would. rebel d

FORMER Li-
custed as Sec-
branch mana-|

25 been 2 burs
e of 2 1ot of
ord said, 1‘But
rks, He works

ded off the splii
mvention by de
The full, dis
n moved 'gn
and there was
Mardiros group
xrlng the move,

itfice and asked| ,

this year!sam he was shaken™
by the confllcting stories about
the violence at the Conrad Hil-

==possible,” he sald,
McDonald recalled that South
Africa- had*been barred from
#$8ke Oclover Olympics 1n Mex-
fco because of lts racial pol-
waedsies.

ﬁ{ McDonald noted when South
drica; was' batred last Aprll,

«s the world expecled to
Iook on and cheer as the rep-
resentatives of brutal ‘na-
tion compete this interna-
tlunal event of sportsmanship
so soon after their hrothers
have participated in the sup- .
prpsslon of Czech lberty? !

across Michigan Boulevard,
“One report, back In Mich-
fgan sald that hundreds of kids
were beaten into tnsensibility,”.
- Ford sald, ‘That was sbsolute-

. his Iy untrue,” .

he had called for similar ac- 7 cannot_believe that ¢

tion against Russia because of sort of accommedation With ty- mcl‘f‘i:'e than 500 were arrested,

g ranny is elther necussary or ing. some delegates--
s, persscution of the, Jows. 4 H among them Father James Mey-

“I fote tht South Africa desirable.”
i R . :

i y o H

s

ton Hotel and’'in Grant Park _

FLOOR,CONFERENCE was held by, 15t:
trict Congressman William Ford and Ma
Canfield of Dearborn Henghts at last.w: ekep s
Pemocratic State Convenhon in Grand IW

"hiARD!ROS X
votes, that's
snapped, "“We
them an office:
We offered
'l‘hey sald thel

offered to glv(
, vice chairman
hem secr ’(@ry
wanted

ested In wimning

“We're inter E
They have good
d

in November,
people whose
That (Makdirg
rather win thf
the election.”

1

help we
s) group [

b
T,

1

oA slrong group of supporters
of Senuor MeCarthy's ,presi.
dential{ bid have moved into the
party and jolned forces with
Mardiros, at least in the Walne
ond, P:u'ty regulars, who gén-
erally [supported Vice Presi-
dent Hubert H, Humphrey, are
hostile to this groupand insome
‘cases question their loyalty to
the Démocratteparty and its
nominee,

®A complex situation In the
[Weyne County end of the dis-

‘triet, in whichanumber oflead-

iers of blocks of.votes are in-
ivolved In a power struggle,
Observers further noted that
these three conflicts cross-
cut 'on (ndividual delegates,
making it difflcult to predict

{just where the working majori-

ties lle on any glvén issue,

C NGR_ESSMAN FHIL[P BURTON (Iéft) of California way keynoler

hichidan Democratic State
s some a

d Lays Pla
aymond Post :

R

Bllckford was the Mardiros’
group candidate for district
chaifman and then for secre-
larylat the convention, He wasy
defedted by Aldo Vagnozai,
chaitman of the Oakland 1%th
and bf the combined district,
for chairman, and by Charles
Deamud of Redford for sec-
retary,

Blackford * came out of the
Ohloicoal mining country asa
child and went with his family
to Detroit,

Priest’s Loyalty
To Party Probed

. GR
com
polic
Jam
to cl
‘the

tion
oM
tcal
stir
clre!
nato
ques|
alty
dtda

AND RAPIDS -- Having
through a brush with the
lo in Chicago, the Rev.
s Meyer of Pontlac had
ntront party regulars at
Democrzlln State Conven-
ere.

yer, ‘Ahnsebeard andzler.
arb have “created a recent
n 19th District Democrati¢ -
es and who worked for Se-

McCarthy, had to face
fons about his party loy-
n connection with his can-
y for presidential elector
from the 19th District,

Meyer, assistant pastor of St,
Benedict Catholic ParishinWa-
terfdrd Township; went into the
¢ caucps with the backing of the

Waytie County portion of the 19th

Disttict, But he lost, -

A fotal ot 21 electors is picked

in M

the

and ‘two at-lirge, Thelr duty,
as specitied by the,U.S. Con-

stitution, 1s to cast votes 0

the Electoral -College to for-

mnlly elect the president f01-

Jowing the November vote.

P .

CUSTOM REQUIRES that De-
mocratie electors, If elected in
the fall election, cast thelr votes
for the' Democratic presidential
nominee,

At the " Democratic nallonal
convenu«m, where Meyer pmd
appedred as an observer and
had been picked up and thenre-
leased by Chicago police dur-
ing ‘& demonstration, rUQOrS
had; circulated that if Meyer
were made an elector, he would
be unwllllng to vote for the
Democrallc nurnlnee Hubert
H, Humphrey.

He was nominated ‘Joreléctor
at khe 19th Wistrict caucus,’
zgalnsl Willis Brewer, veteran
Demacrat of Sylvan Lake,

Suddenly, the challenge hit.
“1 must insist on getting @
pledge that electors will sup-
port khe Democratic nominee, "
urged the sergeanl nt,—arms(m'

wanted

vice to 19th District congressional hope-

ichigan, one from each of and
9 congresslonal districts,

Inity Slate

HOWEVER, VAGNOZZI esu.
mated that the Mardlros forces
had about 39 votes, out of &
total of 120 [n, ‘the dls(rlcf

After the caucusclosed Ray<
mond said, It was a very gooll |
caucus, and theré was realevid
dence of a genine attempt )
heal the /woundsy Both sides
ity, and they set asidé
thelr personal feelings -~ aF
least until after Noyember, Wé
want to win, anumlnkwe cm.'l

Paul Kadish; head of the Ll(-
vonla Democratic Club, nmed
that “for the first time in
two years, we have a unlfieg
pary golng into an election,
There weren't very many close
votes, Blackford didn‘t repre-
* sent any real faction, but hé'
well respected, That's why the
vote on him was so close,™

il

Convention} in -Grand

In 1951, then Gnv, \vmfams
plucked Blackford off the MichS
fgan State University campus aﬂ
an executive office staffer, '3t

E T

LATER, BLACKFORD was
thairman of the Liquor Cohtrot
Commission; executlve di+
rector of the State Employes
Rettrement 'system and state
Insirance commisstoer,

{
He has béen a private con

sultant n lhe Insurance field

lhe caucus. N

“Caucus Cha(rn:mf\_AIdo Vags
nozzi of Farmington interjected
that it was not absolutely ney .
cessary for each candidate to
respond, but;Brewer promptly
pledged hlmsel( to vote for the
Democratic nomlnr!

Meyer "stood_and, choosing
his words carefully, siid A4
wiill fulfill the fullresponsibiy
ties of an elector.”

.

| o

JERRY RAYMOND, chalrmsp
of the Wayne County end &f
the district, leaped to his fee

«He didn't answer thequese
tion . vy
Vagnozzi Iiterrupted to Sug=

gest that in (he opinion of the
chzlr Meyer had fulfilled his
ty. nE
Sl;oufs of
“Get o
rang out from
Later, .atte
yer explained
1 have ne
ang 1 do not
of exactly what
bilities of th
aré, 1'said,
1 am whliog|
ponsibilities’
“But 1 ca
sclence say
certain spe
Hles, as tha q
when I have o
ly-'what thes
are.

aneid disioyally

t*of the - partgd”

inback of¢he hal

r his defeat, Me-

his position, g

6T T fof om{4
ve a clear X

by hat the: mspmls?
n(ﬂ\:e 0( elec

& responsibilifl

- ~

“} FEEL le elector ls‘lw(‘
uhg}y his awn man, My owne
conscience, regnrdless of what
that ‘might. be , is-not the same.
thing as the responsibilities o(
the public office,

1 can't, however, sayoxact- .
1y what thesg public responste |
bilitles are ymtil I study them
carefully, But people wanted me
to commit mysel! {n advance,”

1 resent having.my loyalty !
challenged,”:Meyér sald, |

Ini the end, he lost"to Brewer, :
50 the ssue Was dropped, ;

-




