6B(0)

O&E Thursday, August 5, 1982

¢

’,ﬁ%moral perspectives

s .ﬁ‘é Rev. Charles Erickson

The meaning of heaven
differs according to the
way we seek to get there

News about the transition from Alex-
ander Haig to George Shultz in the off-
ice of Secretary of State includes a fas-
cinating lession for all of us. ‘They
share the same goals that should be ex-
pected of appointees of the same presi-
dent. Reporters point out, however,
that the two men have quite different
perspectives.

Shared goals with different perspec-
tives gets us into the old debate about
the relationship of means and ends.
Moral philosophy has long taught that
the means becomes part of the end so
we will not necessarily achieve the
same goal by different methods.

A common remark that the choice of
religion isn't important because we all
want to go to heaven just isn't true. The
meaning of heaven differs according to
the way we seek to get there.

Halg is described as a military man
who thinks about countering Russian
efforts, building alliances, protection-
ism, thwarting enemies, and suppress-
ing rebels. Shultz is described as an
economic man who thinks analytically
about policy, strength, confidence, real-
ism and social progress. Viewing life as
a military or as 2 business process
makes a striking difference.

MOST OF OUR debates and choices
are not about goals but about the route
to aims we share. We all want peace,
for example. We would agree that a
health care system must be adequate to
the needs, scientifically advanced and
compassionate. We argue about respon-
sibility for the system by those in im-
mediate need and those who are only
potential users, about the economics of
scientific development, and about the
‘meaning of compassion.

Perspective looms as more crucial

than goals. The masthead of this col- )

umn uses a plural world which hints
there are many moral perspectives.
No, there is simply a moral perspec-
tive, and the plural means we write
about the perspective on many issues.

‘We look at issues with a priority on
morality rather than on economics or
the military or any number of other
areas.
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vealed when riding in a resif N
area with a mother driving and feeling

the car slow at every chance to look Rt
and marvel at a child at play. Perspec-
tive is a way of viewing reality. It sets
priorities.
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IN A DEMOCRACY, each of us is a
little secretary of state. We must com-
prehend complex issues, voice our
opinions and vote for candidates whose i
perspective seems best to us. We need
to be more aware of our own perspec-
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tive. Such awareness enables us to

weed out some views, cultivate some
and grow as citizens.

One of the major features of this cen-
tury is the necessity of thinking more
inclusively. This is one planet with peo-
ple interacting in one world. Our per-
spective simply must become broader.
We must become uncomfortable with
our tendencies to be provincially nar-
row or colonially manipulative.

Perspective came into our language
from a word meaning to look through.
1t has slight ancient relationship to the
root of perceptive which means to see
with discernment. The lesson from the
news is that awareness of perspective
increases perception. The added bene-
fit is becoming more self confident as
we become more sensitive to our own
perspective.

Experts are self confident. We can |
be experls by cultivating the best of
whatever perspective we have chosen
to live by. A professional differs from
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70 percent of ampuiations

done are due to diabetes

Dear Jo:
1am a diabetic. Why should diabetics
take such good care of their feet?
Miss C.

Diabetics are susceptible to many
types of infections, and once an infec-
tion occurs, especially in the feet,
treatment can be difficult. Healing is
slow because the diabetic's circulation
to his/her feet is decreased and is un-
able to carry sufficient oxygen, nu-
trients and antibodies to the injured
site. Also, infections increase the dia-
Detic's need for insulin, which can lead
to further complications.

Seventy percent of amputations done
are due to diabetes and two-thirds of
these amputees are not alive in five
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years. Here are some pi
measures that you and other diabetics
can take in regards to the care of your
feet:

® Examine your feet, shoes and
socks daily. Look for any areas that are
reddened or broken. Also do not wear
new shoes for a full day; change them
often until they are “broken in.”

® Cleanse your feet daily in warm,
not hot water. Apply lotion after
cleansing.

® If your feet are moist, apply a
powder, such as corn starch; if they are
dry, you can use an antifugal solution
or thin cream.

® Cut toenails straight across and
file down sharp edges. If your vision is
poor, do not cut your own toenails. T
would recommend that you have this
done by a professional.
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Dy needs t

The Ockland County
Bureau hs weekly listings of volun-
teer opportunities. Further infor-
‘mation about these and other volun-
teer needs at more than 200 agen-
cies may be obtained by cailing the
bureau at 642-7272. Any non-profit

to greef
clients, weigh and measure children
and plot simple growth grids on every
first and third Thursday of each month.
Volunteers are needed 8:30-11:30 am.
and 12:30-3:30 pm.

GROUND — Common

o needing as-
sistance may call the bureau.

CHILD HEALTH CARE VOLUN-
TEERS — The Oakland County Health

Ground, a Birmingham service agency,
needs volunteers to do research, update
referral sources and make on-site visits

for the human service agency.




